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HOLIDAYS IN CYBERSPACE 
PLUS IT APPOINTMENTS 



Colin Brown 

C.tef Political Correspondent 

Ton;. Blair yesterday promised 
in raise the election above 
slciizc. but John Major prompt- 
ly dragged his parly back into 
the mire with a clear warning to 
Neil Hamilton that he could be 
expelled from the Commons if 
he persisted in standing tor the 
election. 

In an astonishing open letter 
10 all Conservative association 
chairmen, the Prime Minister 
said that the Commons had 
"draconian powers” to act 
against wrongdoers. 

.Although it did not mention 
Mr Hamilton h> name, the let- 
ter's message was clear: "All 
these many issues may be un- 
resob ed now but they won't re- 
main unresolved for long." it 
viid. 

Tlie move was being read as 
a last-ditch attempt to per- 
suade the Tory association in 
Tatton not to endorse Mr 
Hamilton as their candidate at 
h is adoption meeting on ~ 
April, and as a final appeal to 
get him to stand down. 

Tlie report of the Comnu >ns 
Select Committee on Standards 
and Pro i leges would be pub- 


lished after the election and if 
it-critieiscd Conservative MPs. 
Mr Major said: "1 for one will 
wish Parliament to act quickly 
and decisively io uphold its 
reputation. 

"The House of Commons has 
draconian powers. The Con- 
servative Party will support 
their use if criticism is severe 
enough to merit it. It can. of 
course, also withdraw the whip 
if that seems appropriate.” 

Mr Major will today 
reinforce the message with a 
Westminster press conference, 
which is now certain to be dom- 
inated by questions of sleaze. By 
taking the issue head on. the 
Prime Minister is attempting to 
bum out the sleaze controver- 
sy and yet the Conservatives 
h'aek on track before the launch 
of their election manifesto 
tomorrow. 

UnMibM undated allegations 
“should not cheat the elec- 
torate of the debate about 
which party Is best suited to 
form the government for the 
next five years”. Mr Major 
wrote. 

A senior parly source said last 
night: "Tlie party is frustrated 
that the election campaign has 
been diverted from the real is- 


I’ll accentuate the positive, says Blair 
Cyril Smith's warning for Ashdown, 
Election countdown, page 7; 

Letters, page 13; 

Let Tatton judge, 

Andreas Whittam Smith, page 15 


sues. The Prime Minister is 
not ducking these issues. He is 
willing to deal with them, and 
answer questions.” 

Clearly disclosing his own 


the seal i> for the candidate.” 

The Conservative campaign 
risks becoming more mired in 
the sleaze allegtuions of cash for 
questions against Mr Hamilton. 


& Sleaze may hurt the Tories, 
but it hurts politics too. It hurts 
this election. It helps nobody 9 


frustration at his failure to get 
on to policy issues in the elec- 
tion campaign, the Prime Min- 
ister said that under Tory party 
rules, he did not have the pow- 
er to impose new candidates on 
the constituencies, but he 
added: "The decision to contest 


and the embarrassing "kiss in 
the park" photographs of Piers 
Merchant, the MP for Becken- 
ham, at a time when Labour 
strategists believed that the 
public were becoming tired of 
the sleaze issue. 

Unveiling Labour's campaign 


slogan "Britain deserves better”, 
Mr Blair yesterday he wanted 
to raise the campaign above 
sleaze. 

He announced that he had 
ordered the “two-faced” John 
Major posters to be replaced 
with positive messages on new 
sites across Britain. "Sleaze 
may hurt the Tories, but it hurts 
politics too. It hurts this election. 
It helps nobody.” he said. 

The launch of Labour s cam- 
paign in the sumptuous grounds 
of a Kent country house hotel 
was intended to focus Labour’s 
appeal at Conservative voters in 
the key Tory marginals. 

While Mr Major fights sleaze, 
Alan Howarth. the Ibry defec- 
tor to Labour, will today be used 
by his new party's leadership to 
appeal to floating Conservative 
voters to trust Mr Blair, as the 
two main parties begin their 
election campaigns in earnest. 

Giving top billing to Mr 
Howarth, the former Tory MP for 
Stratford -on -Avon, in 

Warwickshire. Labour campaign 
strategists led by Peter Mandel- 
son are changing the Lone of their 
campaign to avoid alienating 
Conservative voters. 

Flanked by Mr Blair and the 
shadow Chancellor. Gordon 


Brown, Mr Howarth, who was 
recently selected for the safe 
Labour seat of Newport East, 
wiD tell disillusioned Tories that 
the Conservatives will become 
more extreme if they win the 
election. 

The Prime Ministers attack 
on sleaze came after dear signs 
of disarray in the Conservative 
camp over how to handle the 
MPs who refused to quit. The 
day began with a party grandee. 
Dame Jfl] Knight, signalling 
that the Tory leadership had giv- 
en up its hopes of dumping the 
MPS after a weekend of pres- 
sure to get them to go gracefully. 

The deputy Labour leader, 
John Prescott, said that the 
Tories were “a party that can’t 
be led with a leader that can't 
lead”. 

Mr Major faces further trou- 
ble next Thursday when be goes 
to Scotland, where his party 
chairman. Sir Michael Host has 
resigned over allegations about 
his private life. Labour will be 
launching its own manifesto on 
"One Nation” themes, includ- 
ing a promise to underpin fam- 
ily life, giving employees the 
right to annual holidays, 
parental leave and a maximum 
working week of 48 hours. 
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SAF asbestos claims 

Two dozen black South .African 
workers are i* > give evidence in 
London against the British 
companies which they say poi- 
soned them .villi mercury and 

asbestos. Page8 

Marching begins 

The sharp divisions within Ulster 
Imalism were publicly encapsu- 
lated yesterday when ihe new 
marching season's first disputed 
parade passed off witlt* 'til scrums 
incident in souih Bdf;iM.Page5 

Russia's tax D-day 

Today is the deadline for Kus s 
siurts to hand in their personal crop to ce 
income tux returns, an oppur- of their th 
i unity to discover if the gnv- at Cider I 
eminent has made air. progress Moriimor 
with a massive campaign in Only u 
bring an end to an epidemic »f [ tragedy ex 
tax-dodging. Pige 11 from KD 

minster h: 

Kinshasa waits the fire, a 

Rebels are advancing in the cast. But at 

Western troops «re lurking scout Iea< 
across the ri vct. aud one o r the dren. aged 
president's closest allies has tents in a 
just denounced him. yet in The boys 
Zaire's plundered capital of chocolate 
Kinshasa iile >vi with an air "Two of t! 
Of surreal normality. Page 12 the fire : 
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‘The rocks fell without warning’ 


Richard Smith 

Two scout leaders were crushed 
to death yesterday when 10 
tons of rocks collapsed on them 
while they sal talking round a 
camp fire. Another scout 
leader. Marcus Hill. 25. was sit- 
ting against a rock face on the 
opposite side of the camp fire 
and escaped unhurt. 

The scout leaders had lit the 
bonfire beneath on overhanging 
!5fi-hieh sandstone rock out- 
crop to celebrate the last night 
of their three-day Easter camp 
at Cider Hill Farm. Cleobmy 
Moriimor. Shropshire. 

Only two hours before the 
tragedy occurred, all 12 scouts 
from KD 1 1 troop in Kidder- 
minster had been silting round 
the fire, enjoying a sing song. 

But at 1 1 pm three of die 
scout leaders tiiok the chil- 
dren. aged 12 to 15. back to their 
tents in a meadow' 150m away. 
The boys were then given bin 
chocolate and weal to sleep. 
"Two of the leaders stayed by 
the fire and Marcus joined 


them later. They were unwind- 
ing and having a can of beer,” 
said Supt Peter Picken of West 
Mercia police. "The incident has 
all the hallmarks of a tragic 
accident.” 

The scout group had stayed 
regularly at the farm for more 
than a decade and always built 
their camp lire under the rocky 
outcrop to avoid damaging the 
farmer's field. It is thought that 
the heat from the fire, combined 
with the cold night air, may haw 
caused the rockfall. 

The two scout leaders who 
died were buried beneath one 
rock which weighed more than 
two tons. 

Marcus Hill had helped to 
supervise the scouts' bedtime 
and then relumed to join Stu- 
art Perkins and David Weaver 
by the fire. They were sitting on 
the floor in the most comfort- 
able places around the fire, so 
he squatted opposite them, 
against the rock lace. 

-We were actually sat round 
the fire talking arid without 
warning the rocks just fell on 



The scene In Shropshire where two scout leaders died 


us," said Mr HOI who was treat- 
ed in hospital for shock. “There 
was no warning whatsoever. 

“We were talking about tele- 
vision. cars, life in general and 
the rocks just fell on top of 
them. 

“They both disappeared from 
view when the rocks fell. 1 was 
not touched by the rocks.” 

Mr Hill who has been the 


pack’s scout leader for two 
years, clawed at the rods to res- 
cue his friends. All three had 
joined the scout troop os cubs 
when they were eight He said: 
"1 couldn't move the rocks. I just 
crawled over the top of the rocks 
which were piled up about 
three-feet high." ' 

Mr Hill ran almost half a mfle 
to raise the alarm-ai a call box 


shortly before lam yesterday. 

Firemen removed the rocks 
using slings and a JCB. Tony 
Milliard, who was in charge of 
the operation, said: “It appears 
the heat from the fire caused the 
rocks to become unstable.” 

The scouts were asleep in 
their tents when the disaster 
struck. They were taken to the 
village scout hul in Qeobuiy 
Mortimor and given chocolate 
untij their parents arrived to col- 
lect them during the night. 

Some scouts and their lead- 
ers were in tears as they re- 
turned to pack up camp 
yesterday. They were due to 
have tackled an assault course 
and gone swimming. 

Mr Hill’s girlfriend. Sandra 
Oliver, was among the five 
scout leaders in charge of the 
children at the camp. 

Group scout leader Martin 
Pa elder said: “The two young 
lads who died were- very dedi- 
cated scouts. They had come up 
from the dubs and they lived arm 
breathed - scouting! They just 
loved iL” 


airs 


Message to the country: Tony Blair and John Prescott unveiling Labour’s general election posters at Chiiston Park near Maidstone, Kent yesterday Photograph: Edward Sykes 

Major slides backwards 
into the sleazy mire 


Tbny Blair will appoint 
Baroness Thatcher to tne pest 
of Washington ambassador in 
return for her endorsing 
Labour shortly before 1 May, 
The Independent can reveaL 

Lady Thatcher has already 
told friends that die admires Mt 
Blair's disciplined determina- 
tion. She was reported in the 
Daily Mail last September say- - 
ing: “He knows exactly what be . 
wants and how to go about 
achieving it.” 

Mr Blair, for his part, has put 
his respect for Lady Thatcher's ' 
leadership qualities on record. 
He wants to create a new pol-' 
iti.es, in which talented and ex- . 
perienced people of all views 
are welcomed into government, 
regardless of their views. 

Labour advisers emphasise 
that Washington is deemed the 
perfect post because the former 
Tory prime minister cuts a for- 
midable figure in American 
political circles. 

She is regarded almost rev- 
erentially tty the Capitol- Hill 
elite, as well as academic and 
business folk across the US. 

The understanding has been 
brokered by one of the Wash- 
ington embassy s former rising 
stars, Jonathan Powell, who 
left the diplomatic service to be- 
come an aide to Mr Blair. Mr 
Powell is a younger brotherrof 
Sir Charles Powell, Lady 
Thatcher’s former foreign- 
policy adviser. 

The growing bond between 
the Blair and Thatcher camps has 
bom aided by the dose friend- 
drip between Carla, Sir Charles’s 
Italian wife, and Peter Mandel- 
son, Mr Blair’s Machiavellian 
aide: the pair are often seen on 
each other s arms at soirees. 

Lady Thatcher will take over 
from Sir John Kerr, who. it was 
announced in February, will re- 
turn to London later this year 
to head the Diplomatic Service. 

A decision on the Washington 



Thatcher: Regarded almost 
reverentially Oh Capitol Hill 

ambassadorship, the most 
sought-after foreign Office 
posting, was to be delayed un- 
til after the election. But 
sources say that the US ad- 
ministration has been sounded 
-our unoffidally, and that Pres- 
ident Clinton is "more than 
happy" with the appointment 

if the posting is confirmed. 
Lady Thatcher will enjoy the 
comforts of a magnificent Lu- 
tyens residence on Massachu- 
setts Avenue,- described as the 
“second-nicest house in Wash- 
ington", with its white colon- 
nade. footmen, white and gold 
Minton china decorated with 
the Royal cypher, and up to 
£14m a year running costs. 

Sir Doris Thatcher h3S already 
made one “reconnaissance" trip 
to scout out which of Washing- 
ton's exclusive country dubs will 
become his golfing yenue. He will 
find President Clinton a keen 
partner on the greens. At an auc- 
tion in aid of his daughter's 
school last year there was fierce 
bidding for the President's offer 
of 18 boles with himself at the 
Army-Navy Country Club. 

As one source dose to Mr 
Blair put it last night: "Who 
cares what she did to Britain? 
What matters now is whether 
shell help us win Basfldon.” 
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Why pay unnecessary tax on your savings 
when your money can grow 
entirely tax-free in a Virgin Growth PEP? 
Call us now to secure your 
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tax year ends on April 5th. 
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The perfect bank holiday - 
warm, sunny and empty 

Britain has just had its wannest and sunniest Easter since 1989, 
with temperatures rising to 16-17C away from sea breezes, but a 
record Ij million people missed it by leaving the country. 

Airports in the United Kingdom handled about 900,000 
passengers over the holiday period. Gatwick reported an 
“incredibly busy" time, with 294,000 passengers in the main four 
days. 17 per cent up on last year, and Heathrow bad 12 million 
from last Wednesday to today — 42,000 more than last year. 

The Channel Tunnel was being used to the limit of the restricted 
capacity allowed since last year’s fire. Lc Shuttle said it carried 
1 10.000 car passengers on its trains, nearly 15 per cent more than 
last Easier. Eurostar said 120.000-140,000 people used its trains 
between Loudon and Paris or Brussels, close to its maximum- Not 
to be beaten, the main cross-Channel ferry operators also reported 
□ear-capacity bookings. 

Before the evening traffic build-up. AA Roadwatch said some of 
the busiest roads were around Whipsnade zoo park in 
Bedfordshire, where a baby white rhinoceros the size of a labrador 
dog but “with dinner-plate feet and enormous ears” was adding to 
Lhe attractions. 

Two die at railway biackspot 

Two teenagers died after being hit by a passenger train at a 
notorious biackspot for rail vandals in Leeds. One was killed 
instantly and the other was declared dead at hospital soon after 
they were struck by the Mfddlesbrough-to-Manchester airport train 
travelling at around 70mph on Sunday night. 

The youths, 15 and 17, were found near the main trans-Pennine 
line. A Rail track spokeswoman said yesterday that a third youth 
who was present ran away but was later traced and was being 
questioned by police. She said the accident scene, near a road 
bridge over the two rail lines, was known as a biackspot for 
trespassing and vandalism. Rail track and British Transport Police 
launched an immediate inquiry. 

lower miners open their doors 

Tower Colliery. Britain's only worker-owned pit and Wales's only 
surviving deep mine, is opening a window on mining history with a 
visitor centre, inaugurated yesterday in the shadow of the pit's 

winding gear in the Lee of 
Rhigus Mountain near 
Aberdare. 

The colliery has been 
producing coal for more than 
a century and was saved 
from closure by British Coal 
in 1994 after the 240 miners 
each chipped in £8,000 to 
buy it It has been run at a 
profit for the last two years. 

Tyrone O'Sullivan (far left 
of picture), former secretary 
of the Colliery’s National 
Union of Mineworkers' 
lodge and now a director of 
the pit co-op believes the 
saga of Towers survival has 
lessons for other enterprises 
struggling to stay afloat 
“Community support was 
vital to us. Our new visitors' 
centre underlines this and is 
a lasting tribute to those who 
helped us." Mr O'Sullivan 
said. 

The centre uses videos photographs, historic documents and 
press cuttings to describe the pit’s fight for survival. Tony Heath 

Diving trio suffer bends 

Three British divers were yesterday said to be "doing well" at a 
special medical unit in Belgium after getting into difficulties off the 
Kent coast. 

The trio, all members of a diving club in Folkestone, were 
thought to be suffering from "the bends" when they surfaced, a 
Dover coastguard said. He said that a helicopter had first planned 
to take the three men to a decompression unit at Portsmouth, 
Hampshire, but it was unable to land because of fog. The next 
nearest unit was in Ostcnd. 

Sally Isles dean-up 

Environmental experts have expressed confidence that oil washed 
ashore from the Antiguan-registered cargo ship Cita. which went 
aground off the Stilly Isles in gales last week, would cause little 
coastal damage. 

In an operation to clean a beach at Forth Hellick bay. a site of 
special scientific interest on St Mary’s, oiled sand will be removed 
by mechanical diggers, cleaned and returned to the beach, and 
rocks will be washed by local authority workmen and Marine 
Control Pollution Unit" personnel. The lug Salvage Chief continued 
pumping around 9(1 tonnes of fuel oil from the wrecked vessel. 

Fatal end to stag party 

Police were yesterday investigating the death of a best man who fell 
from a mini-bus reluming from a stag party at the weekend. Police 
said the bus was travelling at about 15mph when the man jumped 
or fell as the group he was with was returning to Doncaster from 
York. The 25-year-old suffered serious head injuries and died later 
in Doncaster Royal Infirmary'. 
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■^Troty Young, the young’ 
|C Scotswoman catapulted into 
I ^anchoring Channel 5 News 
amidst much hype, got an early 
chance to prove she’s no dumb 
blonde last night by cross-examin- 
ing on camera the man most likely 
| to be Prime Minister on 2 May. 

As she probed Tony Blair in a live 
set-piece interview, those of us on 
the receiving end of ail the sur- 
rounding puff and publicity were 
granted a swift opportunity to judge 
whether she is as smart and cool un- 
der pressure as her new bosses 
boast or "Selina Scott without the 
brains", as her harshest critics have 
suggested. - 

The Blair interview was a pre- 
dictable ploy to ensure that the first 
full edition of Channel 5’s flagship 
news programme generated some 
headlines of its own. Bui Britain's 
last free-to-air television network will 
have to work hard on the publicity 
front if it is to weave itself into the 
fabric of British life in the next few 
weeks and months. 

Only one of its first night offerings 
- a curtain-raising show featuring a 
specially commissioned song by the 


Spice Girts -r attracted overt? mafon 
viewers on Sunday night, according: 
to unofficial overnight figures which 
emerged yesterday. 

The opening episode of its five- 
night-a-week soap Family Affairs 
was watched by just 1 JS mfflfon peo- 
ple - less than a tenth of the num- 
ber which tunes Into EastErxfers or 
Coronation Sheet The same mod- 
est number bothered to watch Be- 
yond Fear, a drama about the 
Stephanie Slater kidnapping. 

' Even fewer -around 1 million ac- 
cording to the eartyes&mates- tuned 
into the debut edition of 77ie Jack 
Oocherty Show, which st ar red the 
Spice Girls (again) and ageing 
he&throb Roger Moore. Earner in the 
evening, the opening episode of 
medical spoof Hospitai! also drew 
around 1 million. . ’ 

None the less, Channel 5 execu- 
tives were as determindedfy upbeat 
as their station’s misery-free soap 
yesterday, claiming an early victory 
in the ratings war over their closest 
rivals Channel 4. 

Pointing out that jts primetime 
share of total audience was 5.8 per 
cent compared with 4.7 per cent for 


Turbulent day for priest 
in human rights protest 


A Catholic priest in Liverpool who 
yesterday conducted an Easter 
service with a human rights message 
was arrested for his trouble. 

Father Arthur Fitzgerald, of St 
Michael's church in Liverpool, was 
arrested inside a British Aerospace 
factory at Warton in Lancashire after 
he held an Easter liturgy with 
parishioners and refugees to 
demonstrate against human rights 
abuses in Indonesia. 

The factory constructs Hawk 
trainer jets which are sold to 
Indonesia where, human rights 
activists maintain, they are used 
against the people in East Timor. 

At dawn, a party of eight 
protesters including Fr Fitzgerald 
formed a human stepladder to climb 
the fence at the base to protest 

The demonstration marked the 
start of a day of action at the base, 
where 50 other demonstrators later 
held a peaceful prayer service 
outside the gates. 

Four East Timor refugees joined 
the demonstrators, singing songs, 
unfurling banners and giving out 
Easter eggs to BAe’s security 
guards. 

Fr Fitzgerald and the eight- 
protesters were arrested after the 
security guards asked them to leave, 
escorted them to the perimeter fence 
and handed them over to the police. 

Before his arrest Fr Fitzgerald 


said: "British Aerospace Hawk jets 
are being used by the Indonesian 
regime to support attacks in East 
Timor and West Papua. This trade in 
death has to stop." 

BAe would not comment on the 
claims by protesters but confirmed 
the protest had gone ahead and said 
their response to any demonstration 
"is as always to respect any lawful 
protest but to take positive action in 
the event that any illegal acts are 
directed against our sites". 

The protesters were held for 
questioning at Lytham police station, 
near Blackpool, where they were 
later charged with civil aviation 
trespass, according to Lancashire 
police. Fr Fitzgerald and three other 
British nationals, none of whom were 
named by the police, were released 
on bail to appear before magistrates 
today. 

The East Timor refugees were 
remanded in police custody and 
were also due to appear In the court 
today, a police spokesman said. 

Last July, four Women, arrested at 
the base, were acquitted by a crown 
court jury in Liverpool of causing . 
criminal damage to a Hawk jet 
estimated at £10m, after they 
successfully pleaded they were 
entitled to use reasonable force in 
trying to prevent of a crime against 
the people of East Timor. 

Matthew Brace 


Channel ai^^eswdmaafbr 
• new station hap- 

- pywito the figures especfafly as t was 
such a beautiful suriny bank holiday, 
ft is a very good result considering 
we are aiming for a.5 per cent over- 
all share by the end ofjhe year.” ■ 
The figures are certainly broadly 
ki fine wtttr toe 'modest forecasts. 
Channel 5 wisely issued on, the eve 
of Kb first transmission. NbnhaBynew 
networks can count upon a high a>- 
rfosity factor playing in their 1 favour, 
but launching on Easter Sunday ww 
always going to be a disadvantage. 

- : The number of calls flooding into 
Channel 5’sspScxaf helpSrie-^5 rat- 
ion in the last fortraght— suggest that 
toe station has aroused toe public's 
Interest and awareness. Most in- : 
qublee have been about reception 
problems or requests for pro- 
gramme information, with only 4per 
cent about retiming 
Since coming on air, afresh com- 
plaint has been about the 5 logo 
which is superimposed permanent- 
ly on the top left-hand corner of the 
television screen -seen by the sta- 
tion’s marketing team as a smart 
piece of branding. - Rob Brown 


Sailor admits 
he started 
mutiny in war 

A former Royal navy sailor 
has confessed that he was 
responsible for staging a 
mutiny in 1944. 

Ian Lawton, 72, described 
how he and his fellow sea- 
men on board a mine- 
sweeper twice attempted to 
drown an officer whose 
cowardice and negligence 
were endangering the lives 
of toe crew. 

Mr Lawton claims he and 
three others decided to 
push him overboard. Mr 
Lawton, who lives in Hull, 
volunteered for the Navy at 
toe age of 17, In 1942. 

He recalls the moment he 
tried to fall the first lieu- 
tenant of HMS Rosario, 
while minesweeping In the 
Adriatic. "I still have night- 
mares today but ( felt it was 
time to tell toe truth," he 
said. Mr Lawton said toe of- 
ficer used to hide when ■ 
there were mines around. 
He and three others decid- 
ed to act after shrapnel 
from an exploding mine 
killed a sailor. Mr Lawton 
makes his confession on 
the BBC 2 series, The Can 
of the Sea oh Saturday. The 
MoD said it would not be 
pursuing toe matter. 



ECONOMY 

Britain better off in EU, 
business leaders say 

Most firms want Britain to remain in. the European Union 
although one in four believes the economy would benefit from 
leaving, a new survey showed today. • - 

; More than two out of three businesses polled said the UK - 
economy would benefit from staying in the EU- 
5 - The survey of 553 organisations tty Reed Personnel Services 
showed more support for leaving the EU in the South- west, while . 
firms in the Midlands were most in favour of staying in. Larger 
firms were more likely to argue in favour of remaining in Europe. 

Labour’s trade and industry spokeswoman Margaret Beckett 
sairi- “This survey is overwhelming evidence dial the business 
co mmuni ty recognises the need for Britain to play a constructive .. 
role in Europe and recognises also the danger to prosperity and 
jobs if we were to leave the EU. It thus shows the dan®rs to which 
Tory divisions on Europe expose Britain, risking 35 million jobs." 

The survey also found that senior managers were keener on the 
staying in Europe than lower rani®, with only 17 per cent_of them 
wanting the UK to leave the EU, compared to 24 per cent of 
middle man agers and 25 per cent of summit staff. . 

There were also differences between business sectors, with 7fi 
per cent of manufacturing businesses thinking the UK should stay 
in and 19 per cent that it should leave, compared to 60 per cent of 
distribution and wholesale organisations believing the UK should 
stay and 31 per cent that it should get ouL A quarter of service and 
retail business and 24 per cent of public sector organisations 
thought leaving the EU would be better for the UK, along with 17 
per cent of charities. 


HEALTH 

Why breast is best 

Children fed on mothers’ milk have a ten-point IQ headstart over 
bottle-fed babies, according to a psychiatric survey' today. Those 
who missed out are not only less 






bright than they would have -• • - 

been, they are quieter, more 
withdrawn and make fewer 
friends at school, the research - 

indicates. They also appear to • 

be at higher nsk of developing ... 

-Schizophrenia in later life. J WJ 

Consultant psychiatrist Dr % 

Robin McCreadie. of the 
Crichton Royal Hospital 
Dumfries, who led the research 
as part of an investigation into 

the causes of schizophrenia, * A T . 'A*(i 

said: “Mothers’ milk contains an ■LA ' ' 

essential constituent, missing 
from cows’ milk, for proper 
brain development of babies. 

Breast-fed babies are nearly ten l 

IQ points brighter than those 

raised on cows’ milk. .. 

“The fatty acid [docosahexa- P. ' “iv 
enoic acid, known as DHAj in 

mothers' millc is vital for proper development of the brain and to 
give it protection from schizophrenia. When all mothers breast-fed 
their babies, schizophrenia was virtually unknown in Britain. But 
with the advent of bottle feeding - earty last century - the disease 
gained a foothold.” 

His survey, published in the British Journal of Psychiatry , shows 
that seven out of ten schizophrenia patients were not breast-fed. 


Fewer firms going bust 

The number of bnsmess failures in Britain fell by nearly 10 per 
cent in the first three months of the year; providing further 
evidence of the increasing strength of the economy. 

During the first quartet; the total number of failures, including 
companies, partnerships and sole traders, amounted to 10,329 - 
1,101 fewer than in the first three months of last yean according to 
business information company Don & Bradstreet. 

The fall was caused mainly by a sharp drop in the proportion of 
larger companies going into liquidation, it said. The number of 
companies going into liquidation fell from 5,237 in the first 
quarter of last year to 4517 in the first three months of this year, 
while the number of bankruptcies of smaller businesses fell by 
6.1 percent during the same period. 

Senior analyst Philip MeUor said: The latest figures are most 
encouraging after an upturn in the business failure rate daring the 
last quarter of last year. We had feared that an increase in 
company liquidations might bring down a host of smaller firm 
bankruptcies in their wake. This has not happened yet, but with 
the business climate being so competitive, it remains to be seen if 
the decline in business failures continues throughout the year." 


CHILD CARE 

Mental scars for traffic victims 

Children commonly suffer post-traumatic stress disorder after 
being involved in a road traffic accident a new study has found. 

Researchers called urgently for health care staff to recognise 
and treat the potential psychological consequences for children 
and adolescents as well as ministering to their physical injuries. 

Writing in the British Journal of Psychiatry the researchers looked 
at 57 injured children who had been brought into five Glasgow 
hospitals between April and August 1995. Four months on parents 
reported that nearly half the children suffered from persistent 
mood disturbances - largely tantrums and mood swings bnt also 
sadness and withdrawal. Nearly half still suffered JBnom mild, 
moderate or severe from post traumatic stress disorder, 17 per • = 
cent from traffic-related fears and more than a quarter still felt 
wary on the roads. Those who had been most distressed at the time 
of the accident were most likely to develop post-traumatic stress 
disorder: 

The researchers said that it was important for hospital staff to 
recognise the danger of post-traumatic reaction and they said that 
where necessary specialist mental health advice should be offered 
as soon as possible. Ctienda Cooper 





SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 4L2% of 
the raw mater ia l for IK ne w spapers 
in the first half of 1996 
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On its own: Rutland Water and its environs, one of the main features of the county, which is now free of the Leicestershire yoke 





Photograph: Keith Dobney 


Jo jo Moyes Hill - might seem somewhat cu- 

rious. But as 1 April returns 
Arthur Hill lives in Rutland. He Rutland to county status, many 
is proud to be a Rutlander. In- of ilscitizens arc bringing a sim- 
deed. in his 89 years he has only liar patriotism for this tray sec- 
evcr travelled as far from it as tor of the Midlands to the fore. 
Skegness. Tventy-three years ago the 

Under a special feature on lS-by-15 mile county was abol- 
Mr Hill, one of the county's ished and it became part of 
-truly grand old characters", the Leicestershire. Many Rut- 
liiirlanti rimes says he will greet landers continued to refer to it 
independence -with a pride as a county, even using their old 
and patriotism only bom Rut- postcode. Their feelings were 
landers can truly feel”. such that even an encyclopaedic 

Tii the multicultural, shifting reference to Rutland notes: 
communities of cities across "There is local indignation 
the rest of the country. Mr whenever it is suggested that 
Hills passion for his home - and Rutland should lose itsseparate 
his newspapers passion for Mr identity'*. 


Now, after fierce lobbying by map. When we first came here 
Rutland’s council it again be- tourism was a bit of a dirty word 
comes a county today- an event - it's very much Rutland for the 
that will be commemorated Ru danders - but the trades- 
with a huge display of fire- people particularly feel it may 
works, a ball, and no small re- bring more business in.” 
joicing among many of the Locals were hoping the 
county's inhabitants, not least Prince of WteJcs would attend 
traders. There is a commerao- the ceremony, as he rides with 
rative magazine, poster, car a local hunt, thcQuorrebutshe 
slicker, polo shirt, first-day cov- and her family would be at- 
er, egg cup and even a com- tending a celebratory ball re- 
memoralive Rutland gardless. “We'll be eating off 

Independent mongage. commemorative plates, and af- 

Sylvia Darby, proprietor of terwards we get to take them 
the Lord Nelson's House Ho- home. Suitably washed, I might 
tel in Oakham, says the change add. ” 
is not just symbolic. “We real- The sense of satisfaction in 
ty feel it may put tourism on the the area came from the fact that 


local people had fought "tooth including social services, high- 
and nail” for the boundary ways and archive services. A 
change, Mrs Darby said. council spokesman said that in 

"They never changed their some cases neighbouring coun- 
postcode, they would never al- ties wanted to tie Rutland to 10- 
low the signs on entering to be year contracts, or hod withheld 
taken down either, and they contracts altogether, 
never accepted being part of Jacqui Morrissey, a housewife 
Leicestershire." from Market Overton, said the 

But not everyone is happy county was “simply not going to 
about the change. County sta- be able to afford its indepen- 
tus, it appears, comes at a price, dence". Council tax was going 
and many feel the area is sira- up at an alarming rate, even 
ply loo small to support itself, with transitional relief, and 
The county will hav e to "buy in" many people believed services 
many sendees from nieghbour- were going to go dawn. "We 
ing counties, and. days before simply don't- have enough in- 
independence, many negotia- dustiy. How are they going to 
lions had not been completed, pay for university grants? 


They’re already cutting back on groups like the Venture Scouts, 
education. Policing is already at but that was it. “Thar’s why 
a stretch and public transport is there's such a problem with un- 
almcst noD-existenL Rutland is dcr-age drinking.” 
just too small on its own.” Mrs Morrissey, who would 

She believed that many peo- not be attending the fireworks, 
pie who had been pro-inde- believed the derision to become 
pendence would change their independent again had been 
minds when they discovered its “purely politica 1 
true cost. “I take several old "It was pushed and pushed, 
ladies to sewing classes every We were always given the good 
week and they’re worried. Their side.” 
pensions aren’t going to cover Rutlanders. she said, thought 

it.” Her daughter Caroline, 22, that by regaining their inde- 
said Plymouth, where she was pendence they would some- 
at university, fell like a cos- how gel back the Rutland of 30 
mopi>litan paradise in com par- years ago. "They think they'll get 
ison. ff you were young in the public services they used to 
Rutland, there were organised have, but it's not the ease.” 


Rescuers grieve as Moby 
dies on sands at Airth 
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Cofin Black stock 


Easter Monday Ls the busiest 
dav of the year for the Deep Sea 
World aquarium in Fife. Scot- 
land and this year it was also one 
of (he saddest. 

The start' at the aquarium 
have hauled to save Moby, a 
-Jitfi sperm whale from beach- 
ing itsclt for the past two weeks, 
but voter day lost the war. 
Mub\ . who was first spotted in 
the Firth of Forth 13 days ago. 
died after becoming beached on 
mudflats at Airth in the estuary. 

Rescuers had tried to redirect 
Moby eastwards, out ol the es- 
tuary. but time and again the 
whaie returned to swim inland. 
Then finally, at midday yester- 
day. Moby died i me hour after 
becoming trapped in shallow 
water as (lie tide went out. 

Alex Kilguur. a spokesman 
lor Deep Sea World aquarium, 
which was co-ordinating the 
rescue attempts, said: "Moby- 
died very quickly. We were 
dreading a long, drawn-out 
death that could tunc gone on 
for six to 12 hours, but he died 
within an hour, which was a 
blessing in disguise. 
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Last hours: A boat circling the beached-up whale in the estuary Photograph: Reuter 


"We are all extremely sad at 
Deep Sea World. We tried our 
utmost us a group of human be- 
ings to help Moby, but at the 
end of the day it wasn't 
enough.” 

Doctor Keith liidd, an expert 
from the aquarium who had 
spent the last 12 days trying to 
help the whale, comforted 
Moby as he died. Rescuers had 
spent two weeks using boats and 
divers to try and coax Moby out 
of the estuary . 

Wildlife experts said that 
Moby’ prohably took a wrong 
turn "on an annual migration 


from the Arctic to the Azores 
and came down the cast coast 
of Scotland instead of the west 
on his way to the Atlantic. 

"When Moby got imo the 
Forth he tried to go west.” said 
Mr Kilgour. “It seems his sonar 
kept telling him to go west but 
he couldn't, and he ended up 
becoming beached.” 

Those involved in the rescue 
attempts dismiss uny ideas that 
the whale was on a suicide mis- 
sion. Dr John Goold of the 
School of Ocean Sciences. Uni- 
versity of Wales. Bangor, said: 
“I don't think he was irvinc, to 


kill himself, irhc was. he could 
have beached a lot sooner.” 

The public support for Mobv 
and the aitcmpi to save him as- 
tonished everyone involved. 

“We were taken aback by the 
public support,” said Mr Kil- 
gour. “We didn't realise that it 
would create such an interest 
but it shows that the public want 
to sec humans helping animals. 

“The most important thing 
we can do now Ls sit down and 
talk about what to do the next 
time this happens, and learn 
how we can improve our meth- 
ods.” he said. 
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Hunt for last BR train departing 
narrows down to choice of three 


Simon Reeve 

Even as the final British Rail 
passenger trains lett theirpl.it- 
fo mis last night. BR's infamous 
timetables - the bane of every 
traveller - were causing prob- 
lems for their customers. After 
almost 3*1 years of public own- 
ership. groups of excited un- 
thusiasts were left wondering 
which of three trains really was 
The la** train departing”. 

The final BR passenger train 
to actually reach its destination 
should be the 9.30 overnight 
sleeper service from London 
Elision, which is due to arrive 
at 10.25 this morning in Fort 
William. 

However, as any BR passen- 
ger knows, leaving one station 
s no guarantee of switi arrival 
at the next. 


Then there was the 23.55 
sleeper horn Edinburgh to Eu- 
ston via Glasgow, which was 
staking its daim as the very last 
BR train. 

Most of those wanting to 
celebrate the end of BR by trav- 
elling on the “final" trains 
plumped for two ScolRail ex- 
presses travelling in opposite di- 
rections between Glasgow and 
Edinburgh, which left just be- 
fore midnight last night, loaded 
with Lrtrinspo Iters. 

Perhaps final celebrations 
should have waited until bleary- 
eyed passengers disembark 
from the sleeper service. Bui 
both the Glasgow and Edin- 
burgh trains were due to arrive 
early this morning to the sound 
of music and popping cham- 
pagne corks as yet another 
unloved public company with on 


image problem steps aside for 
the private sector 
The confusion over the last 
train failed to affect celebrations 
al Waverley station in Edin- 
burgh this" morning. Passen- 
gers frum Glasgow were met bv 
John Bowden. 64. the only rail 
employee who started his work- 
ing life before nationalisation. 

The event sees the end of the 
25th train company, the last to 
enter private ownership. It is un- 
likely that British Rail, one of 
the most ridiculed companies in 
the land, will be missed. 

Free whisky was drunk on the 
Scot Rail expresses as docu- 
ments were prepared, handing 
the company over to National 
Express, a firm better known for 
buses and coaches. 

Despite a frantic 14 months, 
during which the entire pas- 


senger network has been sold 
off, the private sector may not 
retain control for long if Labour 
wins the general election, ac- 
cording to Keith Bill, national 
secretary of the pressure group 
Save Our Railways. He predicts 
the majority share of Railtrack 
and mast of the 25 rail train 
franchises will he back in pub- 
lic ownership within seven years 
if (he opposition takes power. 

“Both Labour and Liberal 
Democrats have reiterated in 
the last 48 hours that they will 
take back Railtrack even 
though Labour will make it 
clear that they cannot afford to 
do this in the first five years of 
a Labour government," MrBOl 
said. 

“But bringing back Rafllradk 
into the public sector remains 
Labour's long-term objective.” 
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The new Compaq ProSignia 200 server 
range starts at an incredible £995 plus 
VAT. This is the first time that a Compaq 
server has ever been available for Jess 
than £1000. Yet, it is still a server range 
with all the performance and reliability 
features you would expect from Compaq, 
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Available in the United Kingdom. A BMW for the animal kingdom, 
in children’s fiction, it was Doctor Dolittle who talked to animals. 
Today, thanks to doctors at the Bavarian Institute of Zoology, it 
is the engineers at BMW. At frequencies over 20,000Hz, sound 
becomes inaudible to most humans. A hedgehog, on the other hand, 
can detect frequencies up to 45,000Hz. For this reason BMW has 
developed the concept of WAIL (Wildlife Acoustic Information Link). 
This operates on the same ultrasonic echo-sounding principle as 
BMW’s Park Distance Control System. Sonic waves are emitted 
from the front bumper producing a warning call which alerts stray 
animals to the approaching car. This then encourages them to jump 
in the nearest hedgerow. Available from April 1 on selected models, 
we believe it will be a resounding success with all road users. 
Both the four and two legged varieties. 

Pcrmcre informatoit about WAIL: 09S0 6688W); http^w««tbni*so.uk THe UftifTlcVtG Driving MaChiflG 
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Spokeswoman: Brooklands Museum in Surrey celebrating the bicycle yesterday with the Annual Cycle Festival 


Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


cleared james iuuwj «* “**■ 
A6 murder are unh a p py that * 
new inquiry has not been 
launched to trad: down the 
killer, say police sources. 

The Scotland Yard wanum- 

der Det Supt Roger Matttew, 
which concluded Hanrany bad 
been unjustly executed abo 
recommended that a review 
should tie made of the evi- 
dence againslother suspects. 

Not only, has Michael 
Howard, the Home Se cretar y, 
unloaded the: alleged miscar- 
riage of justice on to the new 
Criminal Cases Review Com- 
mission, but the Home office 
has given no indication whether 

a w?w inquire wxdd be hdd, de- 
spite reorivmg die Matthews re- 
port eight ftori&s ago. 

The CCRC begins to took at 
possible miscarriages of justice 
this week. Bu* detectives in the 
Matthews ipqqiry have no idea 

what win happen to their call for 


search scientist Michael Greg- 
sien, 36. and raped and shot his 
22-year-old unstress, -Valerie 
Storrie, who was paralysed. 

- After ^ramming the evidence 
present at the time the team was 
of the opinion that Hanrany 
should not have been charged. 
Instead, Mr Matthews’s team 
ind concluded the man wtro car- 
ried out the attack on 22 August 
$61 at Deadman’s Hill, Bed- 
fordshire, was probably hired to 
break up the illicit liaison. 

His report is believed to rec- 
ommend that a new inquiry 
should in particular examine ev- 
idence regarding Peter Alphon, 
a salesman who was the origi- 
nal suspect. 

But the officers turned their 

att<»niir>n from Alphon to Han- 

xany after a tip-off from William 
Nudds, an informer and habit- 
ual liar. The prosecution of 
Hanrany. who was 25, cooccn- 


1961 Doubts about the afflVtc- 
tion played a big part in MPs 
voting to abolish capital pun- 
ishment in 1965. 

Two years later Alphon con- 
fessed in Paris to the rape and 
murder, but later retracted, a 
pattern be was lo repeat over 
the years. A man Alphon 
claimed had set up the attack to 
dcicr Grcgsten from seeing Ms 
Storric was never interviewed by 
police. Yesterday a Scotland 
Yard spokesman said: “We were 
asked lo prepare a report by the 
Home Office and we have pre- 
sented them with iti We cannot 
discuss the content of the re- 
port; it is strictly confidential.” 

A Home Office spokes- 
woman said: “The files have 
been sent to the Criminal Cas- 
es Review Commission ... We 
cannot comment on the con- 
tent of the Matthews report-" 
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March 


loyalist 

divisions 


David McKfttrick 

Ireland correspondent 

The sharp divisions within Ul- 
ster loyalism were publicly en- 
capsulated yesterday when the 
new marching season's first dis- 
puted parade passed off without 
serious incident in south Belfast 
A small parade of the Ap- 
prentice Boys of Deny marched 
towards the Catholic section of 
the Ormeau road but then, as 

E romised. veered away from a 
ae of Royal Ulster Constabu- 
lary Land Rovers and were 
taken on their way by coach. 

Their conduct was applauded 
by police, who were relieved that 
the first potential flashpoint of 
the season had been successfully 
negotiated, but heckled by 
people accusing them of cow- 
ardice in the face of nationalist 
opposition. 

Although only a small num- 
ber of marchers and a few dis- 
sidents were involved, their 
comments summed up the run- 
ning debate taking place in loy- 
alist circles. One tendency 
believes that the right to march 
should take precedence over all 
else, while the other feels the 
avoidance of conflict should 
have priority. 

Tommy Cheeveis of the Ap- 
prentice " Boys said they had 
taken their decision to gjve 
Northern Ireland a breathing 
space because the country could 
not afford a repeat of last year s 
dashes. 

He said most of the protest- 
ers were members of Ian Pais- 
ley's Democratic Unionist 
Pam-, adding: “There are always 
those in our society, unfortu- 
nately. who are just bigots and 


can't see anything. They only 
have small lives to live, but I 
have to say the majority of 
people realise the moves we’re 
making here.- 

“We’re not prepared to bring 
confrontation on to our own 
streets. We have proved weare 
tolerant people who are pre- 
pared to compromise. We have 
taken all the tension out of the 
air -people do not want another 
situation like lastJuly.” 

Among the mote repeatable j 
catcalls from loyalist protesters 
was “Yellow bastards”. Among 
the dissenters was Pauline 
Gilmore, whose boyfriend was 
shot deadbyffie IRA 16jre^s ' 

marchers should have made 
some gesture before turning 
away: “People feel disgusted, 
theyfedbetrayed,ffieydorftim- 
derkahdwbythereisTOfoansf 
protest at at” 

Meanwhile, debate continued 
on the significance of remarks 
by labour's Mo Mowlam, who 
at the weekend, suggested that 
in the event of an immediate 
IRA ceasefire Sinn Fein could 
enter multi-party talks in Belfast 
by the summer. 

Sources close to Ibny Blair, 
the Labour leader, insisted that 
there wasno chance of Labour 
mmetinning any meeting with 
Sinn Fein. However, Ms 
Mowlam’s comments have cre- 
ated speculation that Labour in 
govemmehi might show more 
flexbDby than the Conservatives. 

Ulster Unionist MP Ken 
Magmnis said he was worried 
by her remarks, while Martin 
McGuinness of Sirm-Fein said 
he regarded the comments as 
“quite encouraging". 


DAILY POEM A 

Song to A -A. 

by Emily Bronte 

This shall be thy lullaby 

Rocking on the stomysea, 

77 „ nigh h Mar in thunder wild 
Sleep- stilly sleep - my dark-hatred child. 

When our shuddering boat was crossing 
EUerno lake so rudely tossm& 

nen 'twas first my iwrslmgsmiied 
Sleep - softly sleep - myfaubrowed child. 

Ham abo\ e thy cradle break, 

PiHimv tears are oil thy cheek, 

Yet die ocean 's self grmvs mild 

When it bears my slumbering chaa. 

The Everyman s Pray select Pamela Nor- 


CALL 0990 300 900 NOW 

nave your credit card to tend when 5,00 0811 taboar^ 
a* jse quote ref. 022 • ^ - : . 





Midland Bank pk reserves the right not to open an account, Credit subject to status. Cad 0800 180 180 for full written details. Midland variable intend rate for ownk*toWtoZ1000 is 1-05% per month 0A2* EAR). 
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► Midland Bank is 
pleased to announce 
the no-fee overdraft. 


Midland 

The Listening Bank 

Afemh^HSBC Group 
http://www.midlandbank.com 


“You pay the bank once for interest, but why should you pay 
twice because of monthly fees?" At Midland we've abolished 
monthly fees on agreed overdrafts. 

There is interest to pay, we’re lending money after ail, but our 
interest rate has been reduced to a rate lower than most high 
street personal loans. 

Now anyone with an authorised overdraft of, say, £250 for 
seven days each month will pay just £7.25 a year. The no-fee 
overdraft is just one of the many bright ideas that we’ve built 
into the new Midland Bank Account 


Call 0800 180 180 
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or cut the coupon 


For details on howto move to Midland, complete and return the coupon to: Midland Bank pic, FREEPOST SWB 332, Bristol. BS1 6BR. 
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Teachers in conference: Labour hit back at NUT militants and back traditional maths for the young 

Don’t try 
to bully 
me, says 
Blunkett 


Judith Judd 

Education Editor 


Labour will not tolerate threats 
of bullying from teachers' 
unions or anvone else. David 
BlunkctL the Labour education 
spokesman, told the profes- 
sion's biggest union yesterday. 

Mr Blunkett won a standing 
ovation from more than half his 
audience at the National Union 
ofTeachers' annual conference 
in Harrogate, and silence from 
the rest, after a lighting speech 
in which he attacked union 
militants. 

Delegates voted at the week- 
end to take on a Labour gov- 
ernment over dass size, grammar 
schools and league tables. And 
they agreed to strike if a Labour 
government failed to reduce 
class sizes for all pupils. 

Mr Blunkett said: “We won't 
tolerate division or bullying or 
threats, not simply from those 
who attend union conferences 
but from anyone who has a vest- 
ed intcresL in any part of our 
country. However important 
they think they are, they win not 
stand in the way of myself and 
my colleagues radically chang- 
ing the education system." 

Outside the conference, Mr 
Blunkett said teachers should 
not strike over government 
policies whether on grammar 
schools, testing or inspection. 

"I don’t think withdrawing 
your labour and leaving children 
without a teacher assists in lift- 
ing standards or raising the es- 
teem of teachers. As ever, 
withdrawal of labour should 
be a last resort." 

He made it clear that he did 
not accept plans expected to be 
revealed in the Conservative 
manifesto today to ban teachers’ 
strikes. 

Mr Blunkett had been ex- 
pected to receive a rough ride . 
from the mast militant dele- 


gates. but he was heard with 
barely a murmur as he backed 
traditional teaching methods, at- 
tacked teacher militancy and ar- 
gued that low standards were 
the result of low expectations as 
well as economic disadvantage. 

He was warmly applauded 
when he said that Labour would 
abolish the Government's nurs- 
ery voucher scheme within one 
school term and would accept 
that class size mattered. 

Labour's pledge to reduce 
class sizes for S- to 7-year-olds, 
he suggested, was the start of a 
process under which class sizes 
for older pupils might also be 
reduced. He said that they 
could trust him better than 
anyone to raise standards. 

“1 had to go to evening class- 
es for six years to get A levels 
and a business qualification to 
get into university. 

“1 taught in the heart of the 
South Yorkshire coal field 
where youngsters were bright, 
able and capable but written off 
by the system far too easily. 

“When my own children went 
into an inner-city comprehensive 
with very low academic stan- 
dards, I determined to liberate 
the children we represent from 
past dogmas and fights about the 
elite succeeding and the rest 
being written oft” 

Doug McAvoy, the union’s 
general secretary, said they 
looked forward with optimism to 
a Labour government but warned 
that his members would be pre- 
pared to take industrial action if 
the needs of children and their 
teachers were not being met. 

Gillian Shephard. the Secre- 
tary of State for Education, told 
BBC Radio 4’s World At One , “If 
... Labour were elected... they 
would have to reap what they 
have sown over the years as far 
as education is concerned- What 
we heard at the NUT is the voice 
of die Labour Party;” 



A rough ride from militants that never came to pass: David Blunkett; Labour's education spokesman, addressing the NUT in Harrogate yesterday Photograph: John f-toulthaiYGuzelian 

Tables turn on children’s calculator culture 


Judith Judd 


Labour wants to ban calculators 
for children under the age of 
eight, David Blunkett said yes- 
terday. 

He said a new numeracy 
taskforce to be set up under 
Professor David Reynolds, of 
Newcastle upon Tyne Univer- 
sity, would make a final 
decision about the right age for 
children to be introduced to 
calculators. 

In comments which echoed 
many concerns usually voiced by 


traditionalists, he said: “Men- 
tal arithmetic is a key skill 
which children must learn. They 
must also understand the basis 
on which the calculations are 
being made. 

“Calculators should not be in- 
troduced until later in primary 
schools than is often the case at 
present. So that once the foun- 
dations of mental arithmetic 
are already in place, they can 
master how to use them more 
effectively. . 

“Numerate pupils must know 
how to use calculators sensibly 


and must be able to make a de- 
cision about when to use a cal- 
culator. We must ensure that 
no child is totally reliant on a 
calculator.” 

Children needed to learn 
their tables by heart and how to 
add and subtract quickly with- 
out putting pen to paper, he 
said. 

Most countries introduce cal- 
culators into schools at a later 
stage than Britain. 

Mr Blunkett said Labour 
would introduce new numera- 
cy targets for 11 -year-olds. 


Three-quarters would be ex- 
pected to achieve the expected 
standard within five years 
and 90 per cent try the year 
2007. The present figure is 55 
percent. 

In the Third International 
Maths and Science Study pub- 
lished last year, British 13-year- 
olds did worse in maths than 
pupils from about half the 40 . 
countries which took part 

Mr Blunkett said: “Whilst we 
cannot import practice whole- 
sale from abroad, we must cher- 
ry pick the best methods and 


tailor them to fit our culture, our 
system and what parents, teach- 
ers and pupils find works best. 
The taskforce will be reviewing 
all the research evidence. 

“We must learn from Taiwan 
and the Pacific Rim countries 
and their success in teaching 
children the habits of mind 
which can lead to future 
educational success.” 

He had been impressed, he 
said, by a project in the London 
Borough of Barking and Da- 
genham in which there is whole- 
class maths teaching involving 


question and answer sessions 
wilh the teacher. 

Gillian Shephard, the Secre- 
tary' of State for Education 
said: “Labour can’t add up. 
David Blunkett has said he in- 
tends to set up a numeracy task- 
force so he has obviously failed 
to counL the 25 literacy and nu- 
meracy centres we have estab- 
lished throughout the country 
to spread best practice." 

The Prime Minister bad said 
he intended to set -national 
targets for all stages of the 
curriculum, she added. 
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De Gruchy attacks rival 
leader over direct action 


Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 


A teaching union leader yes- 
terday condemned the president 
of a rival union who withdrew 
her daughter from school dur- 
ing national tests as a “‘disgrace 
to her profession”. 

Nigel de Gruchy, general 
secretary of the National As- 
sociation of Schoolmasters/ 
Union of Women Teachers, 
launched his attack after Chris- 
tine Blower, of the National 
Union of Teachers, admitted let- 
ting ber 11-year-old daughter 
stay at home’ for three days last 
year to stop her sitting the 
compulsory tests in English, 
maths and science. 

Addressing the NUT con- 
ference in Harrogate, North 
Yorkshire, at the weekend, Ms 
Blower told delegates that they, 
too, should take direct action to 
oppose national testing; school 
inspection and large classes. 

The NUT strongly opposed 
the introduction of the tests for 
7-, 11- and 14-year-olds. Mr De 
Gruchy, speaking before the 
opening of the NASUWTs an- 
nual conference in Bourn e- 



At odds: Clash between NASUWTs Nigel de Gruchy (left) 
and NUTs Christine Blower exposes a divided profession 


mouth, Dorset, accused Ms 
Blower of disgracing the pro- 
fession “by organising her own 
child to truant". He said: “You 
can't have your cake and eat it 
You can’t argue for a state edu- 
cation system and then in effect 
le that every parent has the 
at to do whatever they like." 

The move set a “very dan- 
gerous precedent" he added. “If 


every time parents disagreed; 
they retained theright to with- 
draw their child, there would be 
chaos." 

Ms Blower, 45, of Hammer- 
smith, west London, who teach- 
es children with behavioural 
difficulties, pledged to remove 
her second daughter, Eleanor, 6, 
from school, during the key 
stage-one tests in maths and 


English which she is due to take 
next year. She told the confer- 
ence: “As a parent and teacher 
I will continue to support cam- 
paigns to rid education of blan- 
ket testing on our children." 

The clash exposes divisions 
between the main teaching 
unions which appear to be 
widening in the run-up to the 
election. While NUT delegates 
voted to ballot for strike action 
if a new government failed to cut 
class sizes to a maximum of 30, 
Mr De Gruchy went our of his 
way to stress that the NASUWT 
conference would “certainly not 
be threatening an in -coming 
government . . . with strike action 
in the next month or two if prob- 
lems which have built up over 
the last couple of decades are _ 
not immediately resolved”. 

. However, he spoke of bis 
“alarm” at leaked Tory mani- 
festo proposals to ban strikes by 
teaching unions, describing the 
move as “naked fascism”. He 
said: “If that is what the Con- 
servative Party is proposing . 
then it is high lime for the. na- 
tion to wake up. It might be " 
teacher trade unions today, lb- - ’ 
morrow it could be the press." 


NAS-UWT puts class 
at the top of conference 




Lucy Ward 


The teaching union which 
waged bitter battles over disci- 
pline at tbe Ridings and three 
other schools today places class- 
room disruption at the top of its. 
;enda at the start of its annu- 
coofercncc. 

The National Association 
of Schoolmasters-Union of 
Women Teachers, which warns 
that despite four victories it has 
still to win the discipline' war, 
will demand more support for 
teachers in dealing with dis- 
ruptive or violent people, 
Delegates at the union’s 
annual conference in Bourne- 
mouth will today be rccom- 



img- 

as.many children as possible in 
mainstream schools. 

The union’s general secre- 
tary. Nigel de Gruchy, said last 


month that up to 100,000 chil- 
dren in ordinary schools were 
so disruptive that they should be 
transferred to special schools. 

The NAS-UWT highlighted 
its case for a crackdown on 
classroom discipline last year 
during disputes in schools in- 
cluding the Ridings, in Halifax, 
.. CalderdaJe and Man ton junior 
' school, in Worksop. 

Union members at the Rid- 
ings threatened to strike over 
60 problem children, while at 
Man ton they called for the ex- 
clusion of one pupiL Address- 
ing delegates at the opening of 
the conference,, the incoming 
president, Barrie Ferguson, 
urged the Government to be 
tough bn the causes of disrup- 
- dan. It should re-examine the 
role of local authorities^ the 
appeals panels and governors in 
the whole process of dealing 
withbadly behaved pupils. 


Experience has shown that 
the normal strategies for keep- 
ing order in the classroom 
had gradually come to mean 
“nought" to an increasing band 
of youngsters, Mr Ferguson 
said. “Now, teachers with a su- 
perb teaching style, good class- 
room organisation, the right 
body language and good voice 
modulation axe. finding that the 
word ‘no’ is a basis for negoti- 
ation With an ever-increasing 
number of pupils;" Protests by 
NAS-UWT ' members had 
proved to be “sensible trade 
union actions", he said. 

Another key theme of the 
conference will be the work- 
loads being shouldered by class- 
room teachers. Mr De Gruchy 
has declared his union will give 
a new government a year in 
which to take action to reduce 
the bnrea 


mg 


bureaucracy which is weigh- 
dqwn teachers. 


The prime culprits, he rays, 
arc time-consuming prepara- 
tions for inspections by the 
schools watchdog. Ofcted, and 
the highly detailed recording 
and assessment of children's 
progress demanded under the 
National Currieuhim.- 
If nothing is done, Mr De 
Gruchy warns of ballots for 
industrial actions, including 
boycott of excess paperwork- . - 
Mr Ferguson said teachers 
were so enslaved bv hunassdwy 
That they had no time for after- 
school sports clubs and other 

activities. 

Delegates will vote today on 
a motion condemning, ^isces- 
sive workload and strera pro- 
duced by Ofcied inspections”. 

The NUT conference at the 
weekend demanded the socking 
of the chief inspector of schools, 
Chris Woodhead, and “tins 
abolition of OfsietL 
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I’ll accentuate the positive, promises Blair 


Steve Boggan 

Bat there was Dotting nega- 
mth?£ Ul ,ts deliveiy yesterlry 

atthesianoraLa^ 

^W4gn aimed ai draggmgUK 
rfSe“ nlCS,0Ul0fthemire 

, s ^ to™ was lie location: 
iSth-centnry Chilston Park 
House Hotel in Len- 
J^KenL, where rooms cost up 
to G10 a night It was onre 


°woed by Thomas Best, a for- 
nier Tory MP, but is more Eke-' 
Jy to go down in history as the 
pace where Paula Yates and 
Michael Hutchence. the rock 
star, got together behind Bob 
Geldofs back. 

Next, there was the presen- 
tation. More than 200 hvai 
' party supporters and their chil- 
dren were brought together on 
the hotel’s lawns, cheering wild- 
ly as Tbny Blair arrived to the 
pop song “Things Cm Oniy Get 
Better”. It was an entrance of 
which the boxer Nigpl Bernr 
would have been proud. 


Fondly, there were the per- 
formances. Mr Blair ana his 
. deputy, John Prescoa,bwrstjt® 
with enthusiasm, said Labour 
wanted to raise the tone of the 


couldn’t resist cracking a joke 
about John Major's inabDuy to 
bring errant Tteksto-hedL 
“He's gone off id the Happy 
Eater today," said Mr Prescott. 
“That’s the only place where 
anyone will take his orders.’’ 

Mr Kair said the pesters rep- 
resented the beginning of a 
cleaner campaign. 

“Today, is more than the 


launch of a poster campaign," 
. he said. "It is an attempt to pul 
some life and energy into a cam- 
paign mired in Tory sleaze. 
Sleaze may hurt the Tories but 
it hurts politics too.” 

Surrounded by children 
wearing T-shirts bearing the 
■campaign slogan, be spelled 
oat the areas where he be- 
lieved the country deserved 
better: the economy; the health 
service; education; employ- 
ment old age and safer streets. 

"I have issued instructions 
that aH our new posters between 
now and 1 May, election day. 


must be positive," he said. 
“They will tell the country' how 
we can make Britain better. 

“They won’t be running our 
opponents ragged. They won’t 
be decrying them. They won't 
be engaged in personafity pol- 
itics. They will be saying' what 
we will be doing to make out 
country better. It is time to rise 
above the sleaze that has char- 
acterised this election cam- 
paign so far." 

The party faithful enjoyed it, 
although one or two felt a Hi- 
de uncomfortable with the lo- 
cation and their party's slicker 


image. “It makes me feel a lit- 
tic nervous wondering what 
some old Labour supporters 
would make of all this,” said 
David NichoUs, 41. a company 
director from West Mailing, 
Kent. .... 

“On the whole, I think it s 
good that the party doesn’t fed 
embarrassed ny holding func- 
tions at this kind of place a ny 

more 

But his mother, Helen, 67, 
wondered what her tele father 
would have made of it afl. 

“He was a union man from 
1945 onwards," she said. “I 


wish he could hove been here 
to see this. I’m not sure how he 
would have reacted. I hope he 
would have approved." 

Mr Blair takes his campaign 
un the road today with the un- 
veiling of five campaign battle 
buses leased at a cost of 
£70,500. 

They will take him and a huge 
entourage of journalists to mure 
than 60 towns and cities across 
Britain. The Labour leader’s bus 
is equipped with stale of the art 
communications, a kitchen and 
an office. 

It will also feature a re- 


over 


Cofin Brawn 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Paddy Ashdown's first appear- 
ance in a soft focus society 
magazine could be subtitled 
hello... and goodbye” after a 
helpuig hand to the exit by Sir 
Cyril Smith, the former Liber- 
al MP for Rochdale. 

Sir Cyril yesterday predicted 
that Mr Ashdown would step 
down from the Libera] Demo- 
crat leadership if his party faliwj 
to make a breakthrough at the 
general election. 

A former Liberal Democrat 
chief whip. Sir Cyril also warned 
Mr Ashdown against a ngling for 
a seat in a Labour Cabinet “1 
don't think there would be any 
attempt to throw him out bul l 
think he will resign," Mr Smith 
said on BBC radio. 

“I have no quarrel with any- 
thing that Paddy has done ex- 
cept his unwillingness to sign the 
bottom One that he would not 
sit in a Labour Cabinet 
“If that possibility ever arose, 
then some of us would be tak- 
ing action to stop it" he said. 


With the Liberal Democrats 
struggling to stay in double fig- 
ures in the opinion polls, Mr 
Smith’s prediction of a bleak fu- 
ture for Mr Ashdown is being 
taken seriously at Westminster. 
Some Tory ministere are betting 
that the Liberal Democrats do 
not increase their number of 
seats on 1 May. 

It came as the Ashdowns 
looked certain to beat the Blahs 
and the Majors into Hello! mag- 
azine. The Libera] Democrat 
leader, who is soon to become 
a grandfather, has been invited 
to join the ranks of Fergje, 
Gazza and Madonna, who have 
all been in the glitzy pobKcaika. 

An aide to Mr Ashdown 

mnfirrnftri fhaf ffw magaym p, has 

approached his office asking to 
do an “at home" piece with his 
31-year-old expectant daughter 
Kate and her French husband 
Sebastian. 

The proposed location of 
the Heuio! spread has yet to be 
determined - whether it be the 
Ashdown’s rose-dad cottage 
in the Somerset village of Nor- 
ton sub Ham don, or the small 


french village where Kate and 
Sebastian five. 

“They have written to Kale, 
so it is up loher what she warns 
to da” said a party source. 

Mr Ashdown. 56, is planning 
to visit his daughter in Burgundy 
in the last days of the election 


which is due in about three 
weeks. 

The eldest of the three main 
party leaders, Mr Ashdown has 
since denied rumours that he is 
embarrassed by the idea of be- 
coming a grandfather as it 
might conflict with his “Action 
Man” image. 

The former Rcyal Marine has 
a g ain been enjoying his out- 
doors profile on the campaign 
traflin the past week - driving 
a forklift truck and daubing on 
to a fire engine. 

The party source said; “The 
baby is not going to be born un- 
til quite dose to polSng day. Af- 
ter that, Kate wOl have a think 
about it They have written to 
her via.the office, but it is her 
dedsioa Afl she’s warned about 
at the moment is the baby. 


ops 






The political temperature may 
have been raised several degrees 
by the latest sleaze scandals but 
many young people feel dis- 
tinctly cool about the prospect 
of voting for anyone, according 
to a selected group of first-time 
voters. 

A number of The Independent 
group, members of the so- 
called Big Mac Generation, 
born when the ubiquitous ham- 
burger had just appeared on 
British high streets, will not 
bother to support any party at 
aH, reflecting their indifference 
to the political process. 

University student Robert 
Bishop, 19, who like aD the sam- 
ple of young voters lives in the 
marginal seat of Red ditch, says 
he has made up his mind to ab- 
stain. “They [the parties] are 
just different shades of grey- 1 
think a lot of young people feel 
thfsway." . 

Andrew Davies, 19, a stxtp- 
foimer at Arrow Vale school in 
Redditch, said he would stilJ be 
reading newspapers and watch- 
ing the election coverage jan 
television, but felt "resigned to 
not voting. 

“It seems to me the parties 
are more interested in sniping 
at each other than putting any- 
thing positive forward. 


First-time voters 
are unimpressed 
by the election" 
campaign, writes 

Michael Streeter 

“I think the sleaze issue a go-" 
ing to drag on, aadthat does not 
make any of them look good.” 

Another college, .student, 
Richard Watson, T9, admitted 
he was interested m the way the 
media was covering the deetjon, 
especially the drift of newspa- 
pers away firom the Conserva- 
tive Party. But he said he,’ too, 
would “probably", norvote de- 
spite listening to many of the ar- 
guments.” 

Ian Wright; 19, a floor man- 
ager at McDonald’s, says be is 
undecided and has has found 
the campaign so far “boring”. 

“1 think most-people I know 
has found it jike that - nothing 
has caugh£,the imagination. 
I’m se gffig 

may held ih&dedde. HoptSuL 
]y they will not be able to tfccge 
the questions." . : 

When first interviewed by 
The Independent last year Alice 
Melvin, 21, who works in a bet- 


ring shop, had considered vot 
. jpg-tTreeBj but has now drifted 
cowards, Cposervafive&. “ T 
. jj|fi fed feat Ihmgs iaiheeoon 
omy aregoing okay, and will a 
change under Labour do airy 
good forus?lntheend,rru not 
StesS^iai voCe>at aUL” L - 

those whoAaye^de- 
' ckfed'Tq . v ot & < h cre fe more 
cffEafext ^. ^ohn Major than 
■feny. Blair, Suggesting that 


ffitiaomiienf wkb cony 
politics, nmdi of the younger 
generation has a largely con- 
serydivea^iroacbtOMxaety. 
;-Radhel rutt, 18* who is at 
North ‘East Worcester paDege, 
Reddftjdb, who had previously 

' beea imdetided, had now opt- 

. ed bo vote for the Tbries. 

She said her mind had been 
: made up by Labour’s talk of 
ending the universality of child 
benefit “I do not agree with 
that," she said “I know that the 
Conservatives said last time 
, tiubthey would not put up tax- 
K c»Jnd they djd -- but X think 

j^Krar jsnll dp tlifel samd. 

1 T§|| Halrashaw, - 1 8, another 

pi^MS(“fairiy definite" he wfll 
- vci^pbiyervatitfebut will wi^tKh 

somebf the televised debases. 
“1 wxjil vbtebut rm not tenibty 
esdtedby the campaign."- 





Down to earth: Swampy launching his manifesto at Manchester airport yesterday 


tractable platform on which he 
will deliver speeches and how 
quesrion-and-answer sessions 
with the public. The whole op- 
oration has been financed 
chtuging joumalfcits £7,500 cacn 
fora rickei. 

Aides say Mr Blair, whothey 
consider tu be their most potent 
weapon against Mr Major, will 
concentrate speeches on what 
he calk his “Three R’s": 
minding people of the Tones 

record: Reassuring people that 

New labour is for real; and ex- 
plaining the Rewards that vot- 
ing Labour will bring. 

Swampy 

scales 

political 

heights 

Simon Reeve 


The prospect of Swampy the 
prospeci ive parliamenlaty can- 
didate arose yesterday as the 
anti-roads campaigner 
launched his own Ill-point po- 
litical manifesto at the site of the 
proposed second runway lor 
Manchester airport. 

In an opening stum unlikely 
to Ik- repeated by other aspiring 
politicians. Swampy emerged 
from a hole 50ft up' a cliff and 
abseiled to the ground lo explain 
his philosophy to reporters, pho- 
tographers and supporters. 

Swampy, whose real name is 
Daniel Hooper, then an- 
nounced that he would be call- 
ing his party Never Mind The 
Ballots, and would be standing 
at the general election against 
Graham Stringer, the Labour 
party candidate for Manchester 
Blackley and chairman of Man- 
chester’ Airport pic. 

Wearing a green rosette and 
a tunnelling lamp attached to his 
head, and standing at the en- 
trance to a tunnel under the 
runway site, Swampv said he 
wanted to put the environment 
first; “My message to Mr 
Stringer is stand down, you 
don’t stand a chance. I aim lo 
be prime minister one day." 

It was a dramatic intervention 
by Britain’s most famous eco- 
wartior. “Nobody should un- 
derestimate the level of support 
he has, particularly among the 
young," one of his followers said 
as other tunnellers shouted: 
“Vote for Swampy - he's the 
man for the job.” 

The protesters have already 
managed to delay by two weeks 
a High Court action to remove 
them from the rite. Buoyed by 
success. Swampy now says he 
wants to put up candidates 
across the country. 

His ’Don’t Fly, Don’t Drive' 
manifesto includes policies to 
stop internal flights, introduce 
targets for traffic reduction, 
stop airport expansion, lax park- 
ing and increase rail freight 
Although the date of the an- 
nouncement is significant ac- 
cording to Andrew Wood, a 
spokesman for the protesters, 
nomination papers have been 
obtained and could he submit- 
ted if money was found to put 
down a deposit 
“What 1 would like to appeal 
for is help with the £500 deposit 
to enable me to run as parlia- 
mentary candidate and to any 
fat-walleted sympathiser I 
promise to give my upmosl 
best in my election campaign." 
Photograph: Tom Pilston Swampy said. 
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Black workers are claiming damages for death and 
injury from industrial poisoning, reports Ian Burrell 
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Two dozen black workers from 
southern Africa are set to give 
evidence in . London against 
British companies which 3iey say 
poisoned mem with asbestos 
andmercuiy. 

■frvo workers have died from 
mercury poisoning and hun-’ 
dreds from asbestos-related dis- 
eases after working at plants set 
up by British firms. In three sep- 
arate legal actions, the compa- 
nies are accused cf allowing their 
subsidiaries to flout safely stan- 
dards which would have been re- 
quired in the United Kingdom. 

Adaim for damages will be 
served this week on Cape pic, 
of Middlesex, by solicitors act- 
ing for workers at asbestos 
mines run by the company's sub- 
sidiary in South Africa. Em- 
ployees from thePenge mine in 
north-east Transvaal will pro- 
duce evidence that children 
under 12 were made to trample 
asbestos and pack it into bags 
while bosses with whips 
watched ovier them. 


Risk factor; The Penge asbestos mine run by Cape’s subsidiary in South Africa, which workers claim failed to protect them from lethal fibres 


The workers, who were paid 
£1 a week in the immediate 
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post-war, years, later died orbe- 
cameseriou^ifl from asbestos 
related diseases. They 'allege 
that Cape was fully aware of the 
dangers of the material from 
1931 when Britain's Asbestos 
Regulations were introduced to 
reduce exposure to potentially 
deadly fibres. 

In South Africa, it is alleged, 
the company continued to ex- 
pose its subsidiary company’s 
black workforce io fibre levels 
at least 35 times as high as 
British limits. Asbestos-related 
cancer takes between 15 and 50 
years to appear and victims are 
still being identified. 

As part of the same action, two 
Afrikaner families living near an 
asbestos m3] at Prieska in the 
north-west Cape, are also seek- 
ing damages , from Cape pic. 
Studies have shown that 14 per 
cent of deaths in the town are 
from mesothelioma, a form of 
cancer only caused by asbestos. 

Cape said that it pulled out 
of Sooth Africa in 1979 and its 
present business had nothing to 
do with asbestos. The compa- 
ny’s lawyers are preparing a 
response to the action. 

Nest October, 20 black South 
African workers and relatives of 
dead employees are set to fly to 
London to give evidence against 
Thor Chemicals Holdings Ltd, 
of Margate, Kent, which they ac- 
cuse of exposing them to po- 
tentially lethal doses of mercury. 


The workers, who are Zulu- 
speaking, claim that they were 
given no safety training and 
were allowed to eat food on the 


floor of the plant in Cato Ridge, 
NataL In 1992, two workers died 


NataL In 1992, two workers died 
from mercury poisoning. Ac- 
tions against Tbor were started 
by their familie&and 18 other 
workers, two more of whom 
have since died. 

Thor’s lawyers have fought 
to stop the cases being heard in 
Britain but the company de- 
clined to speak about the case. 

A s epara te case brought 
against KTZ, the Londoi>bared 
multinational, by a former work- 


er at the company’s Namibian 
uranium mine, will go before the 
House of Lords this month, 
when a decision will be made on 
whether it should be heard in 
Britain. Edward Connelly, now 
of Glasgow, alleges that the 
company breached safety stan- 
dards in exposing him to urani- 
um dust He has throat c ancer 
and can no longer work. KTZ, 


bility, believes the case should 
be beard in Namibia. - - 
Richard Meeran, of the Lon- 
don solicitors Leigh Day, said: 
“These British companies arc in- 
evitably responsible for the de- 
sign of technology and systems 
ofwork and have the power and 
duty to ensure that people are 
not injured. We are dealing with 
wholly owned subsidiaries here." 
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All day long they stepped. Small 
black children, covered from 
bead to foot in large shipping 
bags, trampling dawn deadly as- 
bestos for their British bosses. 
As the fluffy amosite asbestos 
cascaded m to their heads, a su- 
pervisor kept them marching 
with the crack of his whip. 

Etching the children, some 
of whom were under 12 years 
old, was a South African gov- 
ernment 1 medical official. Dr 
Genii Schepers, who recorded 
what he saw: “I believe these 
children to have had the ulti- 
mate of asbestos dust exposure. 
X-ray revealed several to have 
radiologic asbestos [asbestosis] 
before the age of 12.” 

Writing in 1949, Dr Schepers 
was a visitor to the Ptnge as- 
bestos mine, which British en- 
trepreneurs set up in north-east 
Transvaal after the discovery of 
amosite outcrops in 1907. The 
price of extracting the mineral 
is still being paid in death and 
injury, 90 years later. 

This week a claim for dam- 
ages is being made by three for- 
mer black workers of the Penge 
mining company (Egnep) 
against its British parent, Cape 
pic. All three have asbestosis 
and claim that Cape ignored 
British safety standards and ex- 
posed the black South African 
workforce at Penge to deadly 
levels of suffocating fibres. 

MatJawcng Mohlala, now 58, 
experienced similar conditions to 
those described by Dr Schepers. 


report the South African Coun- 
cil for Scientific and Industrial 
Research said that “an alarm- 
ingly high number of cases with 
mesothelioma have been dis- 
covered among people who live 
orwho have lived in the north- 
western Cape area and there 
is evidence to suggest that this 
condition is associated with 
an exposure to asbestos dust 
inhalation”. 

The Nel family is claiming 
damages from Cape, along with 
Rachel Lubbe. 57. who is still 
alive but has mesothelioma. 

Because the South African 
mining industry has few white 
workers it has had less union 
representation than other in- 
dustries - and worse safety 
standards. It was not until 1954 
that South African workers 
were given any regulatory pro- 
tection against asbestos and 
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support for 33.0 kbps modems and ISDN capability 
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excluding VAT). Plan Unlimited includes: 

• unlimited access time 
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• support for 33.6 kbps modems and ISDN capabffity 


14 years packing asbestos fibre 
into sackswith his bare hands. He 
said his employers gave him no 
warning about the dangers. 

“None at all by anybody,” he 
said “No gloves, boots or any 
- protective ctothing was supplied. 
1 was X-rayed bn engagement 
and discharge at Benge but not 
(old anything was wrong” 

Mr Mohlala now has a per- 
manent burning in his chest, 
struggles to breathe and cannot 
worfc Yet back in Britain, the 
dangers of asbestos had been 
known for more than a gener- 
ation, . ] . 

: Graphs produced by Cape it- 
self show that asbestos dost lev- 
els in the Penge factory were 12 


to 35 times higher than permit- 
led levels in Britain. In .1979 the 
mine-teas finally closed but the 
problems remain. Medical re- 
searchers found that 80 per cent 
of black Pfcnge miners who died 
between 1959 and 1964 had as- 
bestoses. Their average age of die 
men was 43. . 

Cape’s operations have also in- 
curred the wrath of rural 
Afrikaners living dose to its 
plants. While Matlaweng Moh- 
lala was packing brown asbestos 
byhandin'Penge.'Matthys Nel 
was a teenager, breathing in 
blue asbestos fibres in Prieska in 
the north-west Cape. 

Reseaicfcetcs. from -the Na- 
tional Centre for Oocapatioa- 
i al Health ibnfief that 14 percent 
• of deaths-iri the town 'were 
from mesothelioma, a cancer 
caused by ‘asbestos. Mr Nel 
died from piesothelioma in 
1995. even though he' never 
worked at the Prieska mill, 
which was dosed down in 1964. 
His brother and mother also 
died from the disease; * 

Two years earlier in a private 
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In 1 987 Thor dosed its mercury 
plant in Margate, Kent There 
had been repeated Inquiries by 
the Health and Safety Execu- 
tive into the high levels of mer- 
cury being absorbed by 
workers. The chemicals com- 
pany no longer makes mer- 
cury-based products. 

In Cato Ridge, Natal, howev- 
er, the company's subsidiary 
ThorChemlcate SA expanded its 
mercury reprocessing opera- 
tion, using technology 
developed in Britan. 

Workers from South Africa 
who wflJ-seek damages in the 
High Court In London next Oc- 
tober afiege that they were not 
waned of the potential dangers 
of their job. In statements, they 
say that when the mercury lev- 
els In their urine reached dan- 
gerous levels they were told to 
"have a few beers" by the man- 
agement 

In 1 992 workers say they re- 
alised something was serious- 
ly wrong. They began to 
hallucinate and show other 
symptoms of mercury poison- 
ing. Peter Cels, 21, died after six 
months in hospital. Englebett 
Ngcobe, 54, died after three 
years. Both their famffies are su- 
ing Thor. The company Is also 
being sued by 16 other work- 
ers and the relatives of two oth- 
ers who have since died. 


fibre limits were not brought 
into line with Britain until 197b. 


into line with Britain until J97b. 

But Richard Meeran, a solic- 
itor with Leigh Day. of London, 
wbo are representing the plain- 
tiffs. said: “The British compa- 
nies cannot hide behind the 
fact that they had no regulations 
in South Africa. That does not 
give them a licence to totally dis- 
regard hazardous dust levels." 

Michael Pitt-Payne, Cajje 
pics company secretary, said 
Cape had pulled out of South 
Africa in 1979 and no longer 
used asbestos in its products. 
“We sold the companies that 
were doing the mining in South 
Africa in 1979 and as such we 
have got very few people here 
who had anything to do with that 
business at the rime.” He said 
the action was in the hands of 
the company's lawyers and he 
did not wish to comment further- 
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international 


Israelis 
defiant 

as peace 

crumbles 


Eric Silver 
Jerusalem 
Robert Fisk 

Beirut 


Israel’s beleaguered right- wing 
government ducked yesterday 
and let the waves 'of Arab 
League indignation wash over 
its bruised and battered head. 

Officials dismissed the threat 
lo freeze normalisation of re- 
lations under the peace process 
as another stage in a mounting 
propaganda campaign against 
the decision to build 6^00 Jew- 
ish homes on Har Hama in 
Arab East Jerusalem. 

They were disturbed by it but 
not broken. At worst, Israel 
would lose diplomatically. ■‘We 
benefit," a government spokes- 
man, David Bar- III an, told The 
Independent , “because we want 
to normalise relations with the 
Arab world. From the eco- 
nomic point of view, h wouldn't 
make any substantial differ- 
ence to us.” 

The Prime Minister. Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu, denounced 
the Arab foreign ministers' res- 
olution as “a step backward 
from peace". He predicted that 
any attempt to revive the eco- 
nomic boycott of Israel would 
fail. “We’re a strong country with 
a strong economy," he said. “It 
didn't work before. It won’t 
work now." 

He rejected any idea of sus- 
pending construction on the 
Har Homa site. His government 
was determined to continue 
building in Jerusalem for both 


Jews and Arabs — a public re- 
lations line which Ha<t singular- 
ly failed to convince world 
opinion since the Cabinet took 
its decision a month ago, 

Israel, Mr Netanyahu insist- 
ed, wanted to achieve peace, bin 
that had to man an to 
threats and violence. “Wfe’re not 
going to redivide Jerusalem on 
that basis, and we’re certainly 
not going to accept a concept 
of peace that is based on con- 
tinual threat and blackmail." 

The Labour opposition took 
a less complacent view of the 
Cairo offensive. Ehud Barak, 
the frontrunner to succeed Shi- 
mon Peres as party leader, 
called on Mr Netanyahu to 
stop the dangerous escalation 
and resume normal contacts 
with leaders of the Arab world. 

“It is very disturbing," Mr 
Barak said, “the way we are iso- 
lating ourselves with this poli- 
cy of destroying the mutual 
confidence so intricately nur- 
tured by the late Yitzhak Rabin 
and by Shimon Peres." 

The Clinton administration's 
Middle East peace envoy, Den- 
nis Ross, left empty-handed 
last week, but there are reports 
that the Secretary of State, 
Madeleine Albright, is planning 
to bring a new compro m ise 
formula oa her first official 
visit to the region. . . _ :■ 

That visit promises, to be ' 
more and more difficult, as 
each day passes. The Arab 
League’s recommendation to 
freeze Arab- Israeli relations 
and rrimpose a trade boycott' 



Women cbantfng anti-lsraefi slogans in Gaza yesterday with pictures of their imprisoned sons. Howev e r; the Israeli 
leader Beqjandn Netanyahu (left), with Major-GenraJ Zeev Uvne, is unlikely to yield to their demands Photograph: AfVAFP 


may sound like familiar 
rhetoric, bin if isa further sym- 
bol of the ever-quickening de- 
cay of the American-Israeli 
“peace process". No one could 
have imagined, even a year 
ago. that Arab foreign ministers 
would be voting to return to the 
Middle East cold war - and 
Washington's continuing re- 
fusal to understand the depth 
of betrayal now fell by Arab 
kings and dictators wfll only al- 
low the crisis in the region to de- 
teriorate at a fester rate. - 
Every day brings a further 
crack in the crumbling edifice 
of the “peace process" in which 
the world was once asked to be- 
lieve and to invest millions of 
dollars Farouk al-Sharaa, the 
Syrian foreign minister, insist- 
ed that the Arab League's de- 
cision was intended to persuade 
Israeli public opinion to make 
Mr Nelanyahu reconsider his 
decision to build a new Jewish 
settlement on occupied land; in 
truth, only America can do 
that -and two US vetoes of UN 
Security Council resolutions 
-condemning the settlement 
prove this is a vain hope. 

. What, in any case, is a cold 
p^ce wfrhihfl Arabs worth to 
Israel? In EgypRfar example^. 
EIAI cannot even fly into Cairo 
with its name on aircraft. Tbur- 
ism between Israel and Egypt 
has virtually collapsed. In Jor- 


dan, King Hussein’s horror at 
the murder by a Jordanian sol- 
dier of seven Israeli school- 
children has not been matched 
by his people. The Jordanian 
Bar Association has been over- 
whelmed with lawyers offering 
to defend the soldier responsi- 
ble for the slaughter. The king 
has since replaced his Prime 
Minister with the man who 


signed the peace treaty with Is- 
rael, further isolating himself 
from the Palestinian population. 

The Arab League's recom- 
mendation lo break off multi- 
lateral talks with Israel on 
water, economic cooperation, 
refugees, the environment and 
disarmament further destroys 
one of the dwindling American 
hopes of a continued "peace 


process". The original “land-for- 
peace" deal promised die Arabs 
before the 1991 Madrid summit 
in a series of letters from then 
Secretary of State James Bak- 
er - which the European Union 
wholeheartedly supported - 
has effectively been tram up. 
Very dark days, therefore, ap- 
pear to lie ahead. 

Europe can save peace, page 14 
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Indian PM given deadline 
to prove majority 

The Indian Prime Minister, HD Dcvc Gowda, was given 
until 11 April to prove his majority in parliament, * 
near-impossible task after his government lost the 
support of its key ally, the Congress Party. President 
Shankar Daval Sharma’s instruction to Mr Deve Gowda 
10 seek a vote of confidence hy 1 1 April dosed the . 
government’s option to call snap polls, forcing him either 
to resign or seek a split in the fractious Congress Party to 
gain a majority. Reuters - New Delhi 

Italy haunted by ship tragedy 

Italy searched for more victims of an .Albanian shipwreck 
on Monday as politicians, worried about the reception of 
an imminent Italian-led mission to the state, argued over 
the l raged}'. Grieving survivors, who lost husbands, wives 
and young children in the disaster on Friday night, 
demanded answers from Rome. Tirana says around 80 
people died in the incident. Reuters - Rome 

Go-ahead for Belarus deal 

President Boris Yeltsin approved draft documents aimed 
at promoting further inteeration between Russia and 
neighbouring Belarus. While the agreement seeks to bring 
the countries doser, it will not create a fully-fledged 
confederation and neither country will csercisc control 
over the other. Russian officials stressed. . AP- Moscow 

Briton jailed for murdering wife 

A Briton thing in Cyprus was jailed for 15 years for 
strangling his Cypriot wife and hurling her body out of an 
apartment window Iasi year. David Parris. 34, liad 
pleaded not guilty to charges of manslaughter in the 
death of his wife, Avgouslinu. who was 34 when she died 
in February 1996. Reuters - Nicosia 

Grenade victims mourned 

Cambodians mourned the victims of a grenade attaek on 
an opposition protest that killed 14 people: the Interior 
Ministry' said it was still unclear who was responsible. The 
attack outside the National Assembly was the worst 
political violence to hit GimhoUia's democracy since the 
coalition government came to power after UN-organised 
elections in 1993. Reuters - Phnom Penh 



John Lichfield 

Paris 


The Front National leader, 
Jean-Marie Ic Pen. yesterday 
called for abolition of the Fifth 
Republic created by de Gaulle 
and its replacement by a Sixth 
Republic which would defend 
french “national identity" as the 
standard-bearer for nationalist 
movements throughout the 
world. 

In his dosing speech to the 
10th FN congress in Stras- 
bourg. he threatened to 
counter-attack against allega- 
tions that he and his party are 
fascist, racist and anti-Semitic. 
This campaign of vilification was 
a strategy by the “corrupt" es- 
tablishment parties, and the 
-profesaonal anti-racism lobby 
iti undermine the only party ca- 
pable of providing France with 
hope of a glorious future. 

The speech, touted as the 
opening broadside in the FN 
campaign for parliamentary 
elections next year, contained 
most of the standard Le Pen 
themes the decadence or the es- 


tablishment; the US-led plot to 
impose a global economy and 
culture; ami efforts to traduce 
his party as a prelude, he 
claimed, to a legal ban. 

The chief novelty was MrLe 
Pen’s attempt to take on the 
mantle of de Gaulle and call for 
complete renewal off all political ■ 
institutions. De Gaulle, who 
gave up Algeria, remains a 
villain to many on the 
ultra-right But Mr Le Pen 
claimed him as a forerunner 
of his self-proclaimed mission 
and “historic duty" to rescue 
France from immobility and 
corruption. 

A few years after being re- 
garded as a pariah and failure, 
de Gaulle founded the Fifth Re- 
public in 1958, MrLe Pen said. 
“This is a historic model that 
many should ponder ... Vive the - 
Sixth Republic!" 

Although the FN has called 
for constitutional change, with- 
out giving marry details, this was 
the mst time Mr Le Pen had di- 
rectly appealed fbr a completely 
new beginning for political in- 
stitutions. 


Bat there were two sobering 
developments for Mr Le Pen 
yesterday. Four FN members 
were arrested after roughing up 
two young men in a hotel car- 
park. Three of the Frontistses, 
security guards at the congress, 
had claimed to be policemen. 
They appear in court tomorrow, 

iwvfermniing 

Mr Le Pen’s attempt lo por- 
tray his party as a victim, not a 
cause, of political violence, af- 
ter the destructive behaviour of 
a minority of members of an 
anti-FN demonstration on Sat- 
urday. 

. Secondly, the details of the 
voting for the FN central com- 
mittee showed an embarrassing 
rejection by Front members of 
MrLe Pen’s efforts to curb the 
rise of bis ambitious, de Jhcto 
Number Two; Bruno M£- 
gret,wfao topped the ballot for 
the first time. One of his prin- 
cipal supporters came second 
and the man chosen by Mr Le 
Pen to block Mr Mggret's rise 
- Bruno Goflnisch, the dull par- 
ty secretary general - came a 
limp third. 


US names new chief of 
Nato’s forces in Europe 


(Mary Dejevsky 

Washington 


A seasoned general who served 

: n Vietnam, speaks Ru»ian 
and helped negotiate the Dav- 
h m accords on Bosnia is to be 

named the new commander of 

N -,10 forces m Europe, the 
Pentagon confirmed yesterday- 

uenerai Wesley Clark, 52 * 

currently head of the US south- 
c m command, based,™ Pan 
^ which is responsible for US 
j^Iops in Latin Amenta.: _ 
.^Supreme Commands. 
Europe (SabeurX ^ 

Sfiom Gen GcoigeJoulwm 

is retiring. The post emails 
"Inimandof aH Allied Nato 
;SS and US troops based I m 


and has always been 
filled by an American. 

The choice of the new com- 
mander has assumed particular 

i mp ortance because of the ac- 
cumulation of major political is- 
sues facing the alliance. They 
include the planned withdraw- 
al of Nato troops from Bosnia 
next year, differences with Rus- 
sia over the eastward expansion 
of Nato and France’s continued 
insistence that a European be,- 
appointed to head the southern 

European command.' . . : ;P 

Gen Clark is said to have- a 
highly developed sense tSpol- 
itics and cfiplomacy- Ait un- 
named Pentagon, offidaf- was 
quoted assaying that thejob re- 
quiiies somebody to be ^ 


soldier and a statesman, to deal 
not only with military officials 
but the leaders of governments. 
Gen park fits the bill". 

A' graduate of West Point 
who was decorated in Viet- 
naovthe general confor ms to 
the pattern of US army 
high-flyers, combining senior 
commands with more political 
and training posts. He has 
served with Nato in Europe be- 
fore, as senior military assistant 
to General Alexander Haig. 

l ilrp- President Bill Clinton, 
"to whom be owes his latest pit>- 
' motion, Gen Qaxk is a native 
of Arkansas and studied at Ox- 
ford on a Rhodes scholarship, 
although the two were not con- 
temporaries. 
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Springtime thaw softens hard edge c f the lethal season 


It has been a restless and fret- 
ful winter, and we wHl all be glad 

to see it end. Moscow has been 
seized by an unsettling climat- 
ic fever, a cycle of freezing and 
melting. A month ago it seemed 
to be spring, but then we were 
buried anew beneath a carpet 
of snow. Yesterday, after a 
weekend in which the heavens 
dumped four more inches on us, 
another thaw began. 

Russians believe wildly os- 
cillating temperatures are bad 
for the health because they 
cause flu, colds, and other nasty 
bugs to breed, although these 
seem to Sourish no matter what 
the barometer says. My com- 
plaint is of a different kind: for 
live months, two pairs of sec- 


ond-hand cross-country skis 
have been sitting in the comer 
of our hall, the consequences of 
a brief flurry of determination 
finally to get fiL 

It was going to be a wonder- 
ful winter, my wife and I told 
ourselves last autumn. At week- 
ends we were going to drive out 
of Moscow to an old and peel- 
ing dacha which we share with 
friends and spend hours gliding 
effortlessly around the coun- 
tryside, rejoicing in a fairy-tale 
landscape covered by powder 
snow. 

After a month or two, we 
would no longer need to use the 
rickety lift that conveys us up to 
the ninth floor of our high-rise 
Moscow apartment block, but 


Russia 
gets tough 
with tax 
dodgers 


Phil Reeves 

Moscow 


The billboards around Moscow 
make the point os dearly as any- 
one can. A smooth young man 
in a suit glares out at the world. 
Like Uncle Sum, he is making 
a passionate uppeal to the na- 
tion's patriotic impulses, al- 
though he points not with his 
Anger but with a mobile phone. 
”] nave submitted mine." says 
the logo. “Have you?" 

Today is the deadline for 
Russians to hand in their per- 
sonal income tat returns. For 
the nation's beleaguered trea- 
surers it is a decisive moment, 
an opportunity to discover if the 
government " has made any 
progress with a massive cam- 
paign to bring an end to an epi- 
demic of tax-dudgiag. 

The problem is one of the 
country's gravest economic mal- 
adies. spoiling efforts to switch 
to free market economics, and 
souring its relationship with its 
lenders at the International 


would be bounding up the stair- 
case on our new, lean, siding 
legs. Wobbly jaw lines and 
bot 


unconvincing bottoms would 
vanish like a May frost 

AD this must now wait. It took 
us weeks to equip ourselves, not 
least because cross-country ski 
boots proved astonishingly hard 
to find; in an odd inversion of 
the laws of supply and demand, 
these are easily acquired in the 
summer, but seem to disappear 
from Moscow’s shelves when 
the siow arrives. What with 
that and the erratic weather, we 
have used the skis only twice. 

Russians love cross-country 
skiing. It is deemed Lo be one of 
the pleasures of Living in this 
hostile climate. They'wflJ en- 



those about it with the same pas- 
sion ihai they apply to hunting, 
ice-fishing and figure ska ting . 

Yet, for all the disappoint- 
ment at this year’s poor condi- 
tions, 2 feel compelled to admit 
my brief excursions into the 
snowfields unlocked few of its 
mysterious delights; on Lbe first, 
we trudged for about 500 yards 
into the woods, discovered we 
were exhausted, and walked 
home; on the second, I was with 
a colleague who was so much fit- 
ter and more agQe than me that 
he grew tired of being held back 
and took off into the distance. 


After marvelling at the spec- 
tacular woodlands - pines and 
silver birdies engulfed by the 
hush of a fresh fall of snow - 1 
also grew bored. Where's the 
spore in sliding slowly across a 
dead flat landscape? The skis 
seemed for too thin; die snow, 
too deep; my legs, too fat. 

Next year, I have a new plan: 
amazingly, given that Moscow 
is mostly flat, you can go down- 
hill skiing in several places in the 
middle of the dty. Just along 
from Gorky Park, 10 minutes’ 
drive from my borne, the land 
falls down a few hundred yards 
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frostbite, while countless more 
have been injured by falling wer 
on ice, and 57 froze to death. 

■ Goodness knows how many 
road accidents can be blamed 
on the Tveatber r the roads, 
■which are poorly marked and 
pot-holed at the best of times, 
are covered with an mucus, 
a mixture of salt and slush. 
Moscow does its best to keep 
the streets cleared. It sends 
out asnow-ctearing lony known 
to locals as "the Capitalist” be- 
cause Of its ability to suck up 
everything around it But driving 
outside town Is a nightmare. 

There are also some partic- 
ularly uasty unexpected perils. 
News broke this week of a 22- 
- year-old student who, in a land- 


mark case, fe bringing criminal 
negligence charges against the 
Moscow city authorities after an 
enormous idclc came crashing 
down from a five-storey build* 
. in g , and kille d her mother as she 
was walking in the street. 

This will probably not be the 
last tragedy of its kind. This ) ear 
the cycle of thaws and freezes 
has produced a particularly 

largp crop of icicles - there were 

two six-footers hanging like 
sharks' teeth from the roof or 
the dacha yesterday, which oc- 
casionally shifted, giving off a 
loud rumble and providing an- 
other reason for us all to wish 
for an end to this lethal season. 


Phil Reeves 


Monetary Fund, lax experts 
estimate that only about half the 
country's personal earnings 
yield income tax, adding to a 
revenue collection crisis that has 
reduced budget forecasts to 
gibberish. Hie rest of the cash 
swirls around illegally in the 
large black economy. 

This year, the government 
has gone to unprecedented 
lengths, bombarding the 148 
million population with intim- 
idating television advertise- 
ments. One shows a man caught 
in the cross-hairs of a tele- 
scopic sight. “The choice is 
yours," growls the announcer. 

Alarming footage has been 
screened showing the lax po- 
lice's 500-strong Swat team in 
action. Their equipment in- 
cludes grenades, tear gas, AK47 
assault rifles: mountaineers and 
snipers axe among their ranks. 
True, they are normally used to 
pursue mafia-run businesses 
and other non-paying compa- 
nies, rather than individuals. But 
that is beside the point The 



Payment due: Mikhail Polyakov, head of the tax police’s 500 -strong Swat unit, flanked by an officer In full regalia 


Photograph: Igor Tabakov/Moscow Times 


cash-starved authorities are 
quite happy to scare the public 
into coming clean. 

Tax gathering in Russia is no 
easy task. Last year -when Rus- 
sia managed to raise only about 
two-thirds of taxes - 26 tax of- 
ficials were killed and 74 
wounded in the line of duly. 


Several dozen have had their 
homes burned down, and at 
least one was kidnapped. 

The violence is a result of a 
running war between the tax au- 
thorities and non-paying cor- 
porations. (These owe billions; 
half of all Russia's overdue tax 
is owed by only 73 enterprises.) 


But it deepens die rift in a coun- 
try where the federal authorities 
are seen as inept and corrupt. 

Distrust of officialdom is a 
central part of the problem. In 
a recent survey by the Russian 
Marketing Research Company, 
61 per cent agreed that tax eva- 
sion is not a crime. “One of the 


greatest sources of this in was the 
amount of money that the gov- 
ernment spent on the military in 
Chechnya,” said Peter Rein- 
hardt, personal tax manager 
with Ernst & Young in Moscow. 

Broadly, the top rate of in- 
come tax is 35 per cent, which 
kicks in for those earning 


above $8,500 (£5312) a year. 
Average wages are closer to 
JL800, which is taxed at 12 per 
cent. VAT is at 20 per cent 
Those who lie on their taxre- 
turas, or fail to submit them, 
face penalties ranging from a 
fine which equals thmr tax debt,, 
plus Interest, or- for repeat of- 


fenders - a jail sentence of up 
to three years. 

The Swat teams do not help. 
“They tend to come through the 
front door and put a revolver up 
the receptionist’s left nostril, no 
matter what kind of business they 
are dealing with,” said one West- 
ern analyst. “It’s not very nice.” 


Workers bid farewell to the 
doomed yards of Gdansk 



Julia Kaminsky 

Gdansk 


The monument to lhe shipyard 
workers of Gdansk hears three 
anchors, to symbolise hope. But 
hope is in short supply as lhe 
shipyard, birthplace of Solidar- 
ity. is finally being closed after 
17 years ol financial problems 
and attempted resiructuring. 
The Polish government Is mum- 
bling about a deal lo save the 
vard involving a joint pro- 
izramme with the profitable 
Szczecin shipyards, nul lhe fu- 
ture looks bleak. 

After heing threatened with 
closure in I yNH. lhen again in 
1988, the Gdansk yards were re- 
prieved. to limp along during 
the early Nineties while llieir 
Champion. Lech Walesa, was 
President of the Republic. 

Mr Walesa returned to work 
in the shipyard briefly when he 
lost lhe presidential elections n 
luqs. hui his lime there was 
short-lived. He went back lo 
work, he said, because without 
a presidential pension, lie had 
no money to support his fami- 
ly of eight children. After this 
stunt, the government passed a 
new law allowing for ex-presi- 
dents lo receive a pension. Now 
he spends his lime hetween the 
Lech NValesi Institute, where he 
i»hes interviews, lecture lours 
abroad, and lhe new house he 
is buikJuic in Warsaw V exclusion 
OI'iwu district. 

An air of resignation hangs 
over the town as the remaining 
3,800 men are given their cards 
and prepare to search for jobs. 
But resignation is the preserve 
of the townsfolk. The workers 
are angry, as evidenced by lhe 


daily protests in the past weeks, 
not only in this port bul 
throughout Poland. 

At the Lenin yard. Wujcieeh 
Kuwalczyk is clocking in for his 
final shift, as he waits to be laid 
off the following day. “They said 
they would reconstruct Gdansk 
for” the city's millennium this 
year.” he says, “but this is what 
they meant. This is their gift to 
us. The yard could stay open if 
only we had support." 

Mr Kuwalczyk has been a 
locksmith at the yard since he 
left school, and cams 700 zlo- 
ty a month (£140) fora 55-hour 
week. He will receive no re- 
dundancy pay. The local job 
agency says there arc nearly 
U(J0 jobs vacant in the region 
- a figure disputed by Solidar- 
ity - hut none of them is relat- 
ed to the shipping industry. “I 
dun't know what I will do now." 
Mr Knwalczyk. says. "There is 
no work, and I am angry." 

The announcement of the 
shipyard’s closure was extremely 
badlimmg: simultaneously, the 
“Order of lhe White Eagles" - 
a medal of honour - was being 
awarded by President Alek- 
sander Kwasniewski lo Mieczys- 
law Rakowski, lhe former prime 
minister who tried in vain to 
close the Lenin yard in 19SS. 
“The President is Hying to de- 
stroy people.” said the widow of 
a shipyard worker. “Rakowski 
gets a medal, while we go lo the 
unemployment office." 

On the other side of the 
tram lines, workers whose shifts 
are over cram into small, 
smoke-filled bar. One. nearing 
65. is worried about he pension. 
“’I’m due lo retire.” he say's. “I 
don't knowwhether my pension 



Rioting in Gdansk in the 1980s (above left) and workers 
now reading Solidarity papers Photograph; AP 


is secure. But at least I don't 
have to worry about work. It's 
the young men 1 feel sorry 
for." Another rails at Lech 
Walesa, sparking a fierce argu- 
ment. “Walesa has abandoned 
us. f was at school with him, bul 
he has forgotten us. He is a pig- 
Anyway, he Ls nothing now. 
He is just a small man." 

They are angry at what they 

see as a political move to crush 
the yard by the government, 
which is largely composed of 
former communists, and with 
lhe bank which denied them a 
crucial loan to fulfil orders for 
five ships. 

Bur rhe protests in Gdansk 
have been a muted affair, poor- 
ly attended tw the public, in spite 
of Iheir sympathy for the men. 

At a special mass at Si 
Brigitte's Church held by Fr 
Henryk Jankowski, a high-pro- 
file priest known in the West for 
his ami-Semitic views, the age- 
ing congregation fills the col- 
lection plates with money for 
the workers. Stanisluw Kacz- 
marek. 70. has come to pray for 
them. "I pray daily that the yard 
won't dose," he says. “1 live near 
here, and I remember every- 
thing that happened jp 1970. 1 
saw it all.” As Poland shuffles 
ever nearer to the European 
Union, all sorts of jobs are in 


danger, not just those of the 
shipyard workers. Since the 
Eighties the yard has been a fi- 
nancial liability, but no one 
has managed to close it because 
it has never been free of polit- 
ical symbolism. 

The yard’s director, ap- 
pointed in 1995, was given un- 
til 28 February this year to save 
the yard, or sell it. Its book val- 
ue is S88m (£55m). but one re- 
puted offer was for as little as 
S20ra. 

Now. the only real hope is a 
slim one: that a deal can be 
forged with the Gdynia yard 
32km up the coast and the 
Szczecin yard 300km away. 
Gdynia has a full under book un- 
til raid-1998, and will deliver 12 
vessels worth $400m this year. 
The proposal would involve 
bank loans to finance produc- 
tion of five ships for a Polish 
company, Polska Zegjuga 
Morska. which would provide 
wurk fur 2,000 of lbe 3,800 
workers. Analysts are sceptical. 
They soy Lhe proposal woidd en- 
danger Szczecin’s strong posi- 
tion, and that without deadlines 
and guarantees, it would be 
nothing more than a state sub- 
sidy with political motives. 

In the meantime, the work- 
ers and Solidarity will continue 
protesting. 
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Rebels advance 
as Kinshasa’s 
rich party on 


Ed OloughSii 

Kinshasa 


Rebels are advancing in the east. 
Western troops are lurking 
across the river, and in town one 
of the President' s closest allies 
has just denounced him, yet in 
Zaire's plundered capital of 
Kinshasa life goes on with an air 
of surreal normality. 

While most Western diplo- 
mats have already written off 
President Mobutu Sese Seko’s 
prospects for political survival, 
the bought politicians and cor- 
rupt businessmen who have 
benefited most from his 32-year 
reign continue to live out the 
good life, apparently indifferent 
to the impending storm. 

Yesterday brought reports 
of the fall of Kamina, 400 miles 
north-west of Lubumbashi, the 
capital of Shaba province in the 
south-eastern copperbelt, and 
the next declared target of the 
rebel leader, Laurent Kabila. 
On Saturday the rebels took 
Kasenga. another key town to 
the north-west of Lubumbashi, 
while ex-prime minis ter Jean 
Nguz A KarH-Bond switched 
his loyalties to Mr Kabila. 

For many wealthy Kin- 
shasans. however, the weekend 
was another opportunity for 
golf or tennis, or a chance to 
shop at the Intercontinental 
Hotel's expensive boutiques. 

On Sunday the foreign press 
corps, fed up with two weeks 
waiting for the end to come, 
downed tools for a game of 
cricket against the Indian Em- 
bassy. It caught well the fin due 
sieck mood. 

“The political class In Kin- 
shasa is dancing on a volcano, 
but they don’t care,” said one 
Western diplomat. “They keep 
their bank accounts overseas, 
and last week a lot of them sent 
their Mercedes across the riv- 
er to the Congo." 

Even the ordinary people of 
Kinshasa, who have helped gov- 
ernment troops to pillage the 
city twice since 1991, seem 
caught up in the fatalistic mood. 
Two weeks ago the fell of Kisan- 
gani UOOkra to the east, set the 
capital abuzz with rumours of 
imminent coups and outbreaks 



Laurent Kabila: Town after 
town falling to his rebels 

of looting. Western diplomats 
now believe these fears nave re- 
ceded - for the time being. 

The presence of 2,000 troops 
from Belgium. France and the 
United States just across Con- 
go River in Brazzaville is be- 
lieved to have reduced the 
likelihood of a fresh outbreak 
of street violence. As for. polit- 
ical insurrection, most Kin- 
shasans seem to want rid of the 
Mobutists but are willing to 
leave the job to someone else. 

“We don’t know that Kabila 
will be any better, but we know 
we need a change," said 
Alphonse, a driver by trade. 
“Thirty years of Mobutu is 
much too long -the bosses have 
taken all the wealth of the 
country, and we have nothing. 
Kabila will be very welcome if 
he comes, but we will wait and 
see what happens." 

The calm in Kinshasa may 
reflect a dangerous delusion m 
Mobutist circles. One Western 


diplomat cl aims that there are 
still politicians and soldiers in 
Kins hasa who believe Mr 
Mobutu can pull off an escape 
act, that France might still come 
to their aid, that the rebellion 
is merely an invasion by Rwan- 
dan Thtsis - even that Zaire’s 
unpaid demoralised bandit 
army can still save the day. 

Some observers believe that, 
despite President Mobutu's Al- 
ness, bis regime is playing for 
time, hoping to pat off real ne- 
gotiations with Mr Kabila's 
rebels until after a ceasefire is 
somehow imposed by the in- 
ternational community. There 
are rumours that he may rein- 
state veteran opposition leader 
Etienne TSiusekedi as prime 
minister, in an attempt to split 
the opposition. 

But beyond the heavily 
guarded confines of Mr Mobu- 
tu’s Tkitaki palace few people 
believe that time is on his side. 
Prostate cancer has 
his health, and this week 
shasans were re calling a gain hk 

promises that “Zaire will have 
a late president, but never an ex- 
president" .The jury is out on 
the prediction: in the east Mr 
Kabila has already symbolically 
reinstated Patrice Lumumba’s 


by Mr Mobutu’s Zaire follow- 
ing a 1965 coup. 

The rebel advance is pushing 
towards the main diamond and 
copper mining centres of Mbu- 
ji-Mayi and Lubumbashi, 
source of most of his regime's 
wealth and power. Diplomats 
believe that, denied access to his 
revenue, Mr Mobutu’s regime 
win collapse without any need 
for further military action. 

“Kinshasa has to fall from the 

inside," said one Western diplo- 
mat. “For the rebels to come here 
is too far and too complicated.” 

Few people, Zairean or oth- 
erwise, believe now as they did 
a few months ago that a rebel 
victory will cause Zaire to splin- 
ter immediately along ethnic or 
provincial fault lines. Instead, 
with city after city clamouring 
for Mr Kabila to crime and lib- 
erate them, the man once re- 
viled for breaking die nation H 
now being asked to unify it 
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Cold comfort: Members of the German Rescue Society diving into the 5C waters of the Mittelland. canal in western Germany during an event 
at the weekend marking the opening of the summer season. They cross the 30m canal twice Photograph: AFP 


Hong Kong still worth a gamble 


Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong 


Schizophrenia is setting in. At 
any rate, this is the diagnosis 
proffered by some well-mean- 
ing friends. They fear that my 
work for tha newspaper and my 
business interests are moving 
fast in different directions. 

Let me explain: 2 think I am 
the only foreign correspondent 
in Hong Kong to have started 
a business here. It isa food re- 
lated business, because I believe 
in the old maxim that whatev- 
er happens, people have to eat. 

This year, the year in which 
China takes over the colony, I 
and my partners, the majority 
of whom are Chinese, will be 
doubling the size of the business 
and investing a great deal of 
money to do so. 

- Meanwhile, I spend my time 
hunched over a computer key- 
board punching out stories 
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class Golden Tulip Worldwide Hotel - and 740 rchxmg champagne breakfast breaks in die ' 
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about the uncertainties sor- 
roundieg the return to Chinese 
rule, the dangers posed by var- 
ious changes and generally re- 
flecting what may be described 
as a ratherpessiznistic outlook. 

Surely, therefore, ! should be 
scrambling to liquidate; my fi- 
nancial interests add -ferret, 
what can be salvaged back to a 
safe bank account in Blighty 

on what as 

“the Glorious Return to the 
Motherland” without acting on 
the logic pf this view? - 

Believe me, I do think about 
this. However, I feel that my 
mindset is now similar to that of 
most of the people 

around me They, too, must take 
some significant decisions about 
where to keep their assets, and, 
more importantly, where to . 
keep themselves. Many decide 
that security can only Be g j&atki; 
anteed by leaving and starting 
a new life overseas. The major- ' 
ity stay, including those with the 


means to quit They do so not 
necessarily because they Ber 
lieve afl the guff about return- 
ing to the motherland but. 
because when they do their 
siims they discover they will be 
farbetter off in Hong Kong than 
in thei.Iowgrowth economies of 
the West 

• My partners and I have done 
our sums and, accordingly, have 
taken die plunge into new in- 
vestment We reckon we will 
mate a good return. None of us 
is under, the illusion feat we’re 
not taking a risk, probably 
greater than the type of risk busi- 
nessmen would take elsewhere. 

Only a fool would ignore 
the possibility that everything 
could go horribly wrong^ean-^ : 
ing we could Bterally top: every, 
penny.One qfmy ps 
brought upiD China < 

.(^ukhral Revolution, 
ewbe'^ie potential inadriess of 
the Chinese system is a salutary 
reminder of what could happen. 

- However, the- upside, con- 



what sort of money we coi 
mate^seems to indicate that the 
rewards justify the risk. 

Here’s the rub. I imagine 
that our calculations are much 
the same as those being made 
by a host of other people here 
in Hong Kong. We ate all bal- 
ancing risk and reward. Some 
may be more bullish and confi- 
dently assert that toe rewards 
outweigh the risks. I would not 
go that far, preferring the cau- 
tious assessment that the re- 
wards justify the risk. The laws 
of commerce are no different 
here than elsewhere, meaning 
that toe greater the risk, the 
greater the reward. 

Once this is understood, it be- 
comes dear why the local stock 
market is booming, why prop- 
erty prices retain their steady 
upward climb and why feoney 
is not leaving these tiny shores 
in shiploads. It also helps to ex- 
plain why survey after survey 
shows that people are confident 


about toe future. The truth is 
that we are all ensnared in a 
conspiracy of confidence. We 
have taken a gamble by invest- 
ing in Hong Kong and would be 
foolish to go around saying 
that we've taken thegamble on 
a place with foundations which 
are about to crumble. 

- Outsiders, but no one here, 
might wonder whether these 
strictures apply just to fat-cat 
capitalists and aspirant fiat-cat 
capitalists. The question can 
omy be asked by those who do 
not understand Hong Kong. 

The reason Hong Kong 
works is that few people believe 
that they, or at least their chil- 
dren, have no chance of getting 
rich. The culture of low expec- 
tations is non-existent here. 
Even the poor keep an eye on 
the stock market and are fa- 
miliar with the currency mar- 
kets. They, too, want to take a 
gamble on the future and will 
do so, given half a chance. 

Letters, page 13 




record on rights 


Teresa Poole 

Peking 


China, whichinsists it has no po? 
litical prisoners, yesterday ad- 
mitted 2, 026 people were in jail 
for “counter-revolutionary" 

crimes. Zhang Xrufu, Vice- 
Minister of Justice, said: “In 
China, counter-revolutionary 
prisoners are not political pris- 
oners, they are prisoners who - 
have endangered national se- 
curity ... or nave conducted ac- 
tivities to overthrow the political 

power of China." . 

The distinction is Iargcfy aca- 
demic for the famili es of those 
who have been locked away. 
Relatives of Wang Dan, the for-' 
mer student leader who last year 
was sentenced to 11 years for 
subversion,- say he is suff e r in g 
from . stomach, throat and 
prostate problems. Mr Zhang 
insisted the prisoner was in 
good health,- and “even joined 
a singing contest in prison”. •• 

There was little evidence' 
yesterday, as China published its 
annual, White Paper on its own . 
human rights record, of the 
“more receptive” stance US. 
vice-president Al Gore saidhe . 
witnessed last week when rais- ' 
ihg the subject -with China's 
leaders- Pekin* has • been: 
buoyed by France's derision not 


to oo-sponsor a motion criti- 
rising China at the UN Human 
Rights Convention in- Geneva. 
The White Paper maintained 
China’s position that the right 
to food and shelter transcends 
other considerations. “The 
progress puna made in its hu- 
man rights undertakings in 1996 
has once again proved China al- 
ways places top priority on its 


lopinent," it said. There 
was no mention of dissidents. 

Economic growth, legal -re- 
form and the “strike hard’ 
crackdown cm crime were cited 
as evidence of improved human 
rights. Last month. China 
scrapped the charge of counter- 


revohition'ln favour of endan- 
gering state security. On 
there have been 
The problem is the 

theory and practice. 

' Yesterday. Mr Zhang was 
asked why Bao Tbng, (3, re- 
leased from prisonlast May,' is 
"still under house arrest Mr 
Bao was. the most senior polit- 
ical: figure Jailed after the 
Hswmmen Square massacre . 
“High-level departments think 
Juris not suitable anymore -for 
ntimsterial-level housing 'and 
want to change: his . residence 
but have so far faffed - to do so,"- 
Mr Zhang said, 
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SAGA Hospital Care ensures you will not have 
to wait long for treatment 
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Could Labour master the Mandarins? 


I t’s odd how, despite being hand- 
bagged by Margaret Thatcher and 
battered in the service of Tory min- 
isters who have been deserted by their 
sense of proportion and parliamentary 
propriety, the mandarinate retains its 
mystique. Former permanent secre- 
taries are feted with hardly a backward 
glance at their departmental steward- 
ship. The conduct of schools, prisons, 
abattoirs and child support offices, let 
alone exchange-rate decisions, are 
□ever held to be the responsibility of the 
advice-givers of Whitehall - those emi- 
nent public servants who, as we 
reported yesterday, fear that Tory 
reforms to Whitehall have gone too far, 
debilitating the machine. 

Meanwhile, important relationships 
remain deliberately shrouded. Column 
inches are expended on speculation 
about who might succeed Sir Robin 
Butler as head of the Civil Service and 
Cabinet Secretary, but nobody bothers 
to ask with whom Sir Robin has a con- 
tract of employment, indeed whether he 
has one at alL let alone what are the per- 
formance criteria that might, say, win 
him a bonus. In other words, for all the 
effort expended on managerial reform 
inside central government over recent 
years, the higher Civil Service has largely 
gone unexamined and so unchanged. 

Whoever wins the election, they will 
on 2 May inherit a Whitehall machine 
that is part-reformed and so only part- 
modernised. Aspects of its work remain 


mysterious - that word is apposite in a 
constitutional set-up that obfuscates 
the sources and exercise of power as a ' 
matter of course. 

But the system works. By and large, 
policies get implemented. Efficiency 
has, in some areas, demonstrably 
increased. The Conservatives deserve: 
creditfor having asked sharp questions 
about operations. Why, asked Michael 
Heseltine as long ago as 1980 , do we not 
know what departmental officials do, let 
alone how much they cost? The Finan- 
cial Management Initiative of the early 
Eighties provided some answers. Why, 
asked a White Paper in 1988, is White- 
hall management so amateur? The 
establishment of executive agencies to 
administer passports and licences began 
to supply a remedy. But the Conserva- 
tives funked equally pressing questions, 
to do with the architecture of Whitehall: 
why do we have all these departments 
pursuing such anachronistic purposes? 
The dgb&cle in the running of prisons 
was not principally Michael Howard’s 
fault; it was the fault of a Cabinet that 
refused to address the problem of 
professional service management under 
amateur ministers. 

On winning. Labour would thus 
inherit a machine, some of whose parts 
are running better than ever, but one 
that has managed to dude big questions 
about power and responsibility. Signs 
are that Labour has done little think- 
ing in detail about where it wants to take 
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reform. Instead, as power has beck- 
oned, we have seen the hoariest of left- 
of-centre anxieties getting trotted out 
Like the one about the mandarin 
embrace. It is as iflbny Berm were still 
politically alive, and permanent secre- 
taries were a kind of fifth column out 
to seduce Labour ministers away from 
the true socialist faith. 

The gist of the advice tendered to 
would-be Labour minis ters yesterday in 
a Fabian pamphlet by Peter Hennessy 
was: “Shape up and tell the dvfl servants 
what to do, firmly, and they will." Such 
schooling is welcome, if only to dispel 
any lingerin g nonsense about the hi g her 


Civil Service having been corrupted by 
serving the Tories for all these long 
yearn. Labour has more to worry about 
in tbe intellectual bankruptcy of senior 
officials than from their loyal service to 
the Tbries - in certain policy areas, such 
as Europe, jobs and social policy, 
Whitehall has become a desert of 
knowledge and ideas. But the main 
point is that a clear distinction needs to 
be made between rival servants as par- 
tisans of tbe party in office and the fact 
that dvil servants draw their identity 
from obliging the present holders of 
power - minis ters. The Scott report on 
arms to Iraq, and the equally informa- 


if tendentious memoir by Derek 
is of im 1,000 days at the head of 
Priam Service, ten of civil servants 
bre not employed to make moral 
wtical distinctions.. Tfteir task is to 
power, which for practical 
roes means their ministers. . 
Troher this professional dedication' . 
drfirabty directed is a different 
?ti<fc from whether Labour minis -* 
mimt benefit from it. They cer- 
ly c&ild. If Labour wins the eleCr 
, it either utilise the machine 
is, oi&eek to reform it while simul- 


is adifirably directed is a different 
questi® from whether: Labour minis - 
ters might benefit from it. They cer- 
tainly clald. If Labour wins the eleCr 
tion, it tap either utilise the machine 
as it is, o%eek to reform it while simul- 
taneousljtgoveming according to its 
newprioraes. 

Some rfejrm will be forced on it - 
willy-nilly-* is hard to see Labour’s 
spending | %mmitments being deliv- 
ered by Treasury as presently 
constituted, tyst as it is hard to seeTbny 
Blair failing^o balance his position 
against the Treasury by beefing up No 
10. Similarly. Labour's commitment to 
devolution of^wer to Scotland and 
Wales will foroawhitehaH changes. But, 
beyond that? D^es Labour (dan to gov-, 
em with civil servants whose culture and 
reflexes contributed, in those events and 
procedures so pamstakingty described 
in the Scott repett, to the amoralism 
which is now surfacing as “sleaze”? 

Civil servants weald prove as adept 
at tbe black arts’ ander . Labour as 
under the Tories. Iabour,- however, 
appears friendly toward the emerging 
formal code of Civil Service-conduct, 


is thinking about incorporating the 
European Convention oo Human 
Rights, is warm towards parliamentary 
reform and freedom of information. All 
those could weaken the old loyalty of 
dvfl servant and minister and, tetn- 
poraiity at least, leave Labour minis- 
ters less adept in the exercise of power. 
■ It is a conundrum on which Mr Blair 
and his colleagues have spent little men- 
- tal energy, mainly because they think it 
matters less than knowing what they 
waift, and getting on with it. . They 
ought to thmk more carefully, because 
if they are not sure what they want (and 
they aren’t, entirety). Labour ministers 
may-find that the inhabitants of 'White- 
hall are less help than they hope. 

A small victory 
for Rutland 

TXTelcome back, Rutland. (Though, 
V V of course, you never really went 
away.) What lessons can we draw from 
your inhabitants’ long refusal to accept 
incorporation into Leicestershire? 
Simple, really. One, don’t mess with oth- 
er people's sense of their own identi- 
ty: they know a lot more about it than 
you do. Tvo, small is not necessarily 
beautiful In Rutland, perhaps; but in 
the centre of any of our larger con- 
. urbations, it most certainty is not. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Yes, sleaze is 
the real 
election issue 

Sir: Even your leading article “For 
democracy’s sake, sack him" (31 
March) follows the line that sleaze 
is a distraction from the main 
election issues. I find that a bizarre 
reading of a bizarre campaign. 

The issue in this elecUon is 
accountability, in a great range of 
forms. Is Westminster government 
free to refuse the constraint of fell 
partnership in Europe, and to 
emasculate local government? Can 
individual ministers preside over 
preventable disasters and stay in 
office? Is it acceptable for one 
party to hold power for a quarter of 
a century? And. of course, can 
members of a government exempt 
themselves from public morality? 

What is bizarre is that nobody 
seems willing to say this is the core 
of the election. The real issues used 
to be economic, but the electorate 
knows there is as near consensus 
there as does not matter. But the 
divine right of Westminster 
governments - that is not only a 
real issue, but a gigantic one. 

.Although we seem to be too shy 
to say we care about such things, 
sleaze is a prow that we dare to 
name. So - let us talk about iL 
Dr RODDY COWIE 
Belfast 

Sir There is a public hunger for 
parliamentary probity, gravity and 
responsiveness. This might be a 
good moment to introduce an 
Electorate's Charter, like the 
Patient's Charter, specifying 
standards of performance. My own 
profession has chosen this moment 
to reconsider the Hippocratic 
Oath. There is another principle by 
which we are adjured to work: 
"Find, do no harm ..."This should 
be graven in letters of Ore on the 
minds of parliamentarians too. 

Tbe electorate is losing 
whatever measure of confidence it 
ever had in Parliament. A reformed 
and independent second chamber 
could have its a primary duty the 
disciplining and surveillance of the 
Commons. 

Dr STEVEN FORD MRCGP 
Haytfon Bridge. , Northumberland 

Sir: Mr Fayed behaved 
disgracefully in offering money to 
MPs and those who took the money 
behaved disgracefully too. They 
ought not to be in Parliament. Mr 
Merchant allowed himself to be 
trapped into folly by a girl of an age 
to be his daughter and he must not 
stand for Parliament again. But 
why have the crusading Guardian 
and Sun attacked sleaze only 
among Tories? Do they think the 
public so naive as to believe that 
there are no black sheep among the 
other parties? It really would be in 
the public interest if The job were 
done properly. 

I see two clear outcomes of the 
scandals. Parliament must no 
longer regulate itself; and 
professional lobbyists must be 
banned. 

DONALD KING 

Crackenhiil 

Kent 

Sir. In connection with the various 
sleaze accusations, we are hearing a 
lot about the “natural justice" dial 
the accused are said to be entitled 
to. What do those w ho use the term 
mean by’ “natural justice"? Nature 
is "red in tooth and claw". Justice, 
like “fair pluy". ^ something that 
we agree to extend to one another. 
Unlike sleaze, there is nothing 

natural about iL 

DrDZUC* 

. London HU 



Goalposts move 
as Iraqis starve 

Sin The US Secretary' of State, 
Madeleine Albright, makes it clear 
that the ever-moving goalposts 
relating to the lifting of the 
embargo on Iraq have again shifted 
(“US committed to hard line 
against Saddam’s Iraq". 27 March). 
Compliance with UN resolutions 
concerning Iraq's weapons is no 
longer sufficient for the lifting of 
sanctions. Given the Security 
Council's dexterity since the end of 
tbe Gulf W^r, even if total 
compliance is achieved, another 
goal post will appear. 

One condition to be complied 
with by Iraq is human rights. Yet 
according to the US-bared 
Internationa] Humanitarian Law 
Commission report, compiled from 
UN agencies' own figures, 47,500 
people died in one year alone as a 
direct result of UN sanctions. By 
1994. 500.000 children were dead. 
Deaths from mafouirition have 
increased eightfold since 19S9. 

A project undertaken in 
Baghdad found 28 per cent of 
children stunted. There was severe 
vitamin D deficiency amongst the 
population. Diarrhoea, 
dehydration, typhoid, diabetes, 
hepatitis, marasmus and 
kwashiorkor (the last eradicated 
prior to the embargo) were soaring. 
Medication is almost non-existent 
and surgery has been cut by 70 per 
cent and is often performed 
without anaesthesia because of 
shortage, the report states. 

Chlorine and spare parts Tor 
water treatment plants are banned 
under the sanctions, so the water is 
severely contaminated and water- 
borne diseases also endemic. 

Yet in spite of this silent 


holocaust in the name of 
democracy, when Ms Albright was 
asked on the US television 
programme Sixty Minutes ( 12 May 
1996) if the deaths of half a million 
children “was worth it" in order to 
overthrow Saddam Hussein, she 
replied "... it is a hard choice, but 
yes, the price, we think the price is 
worth it." 

FELICITY ARBUTHNOT 
London E9 

Sir. US Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albngbt has endorsed 
the continued economic embargo 
aimed at tbe Iraqi people, which 
has already caused many thousands 
of deaths. These were not 
accidental or unforeseen. 

In US law, international 
terrorism is defined as “acts 
dangerous to human life ... that 
appear intended to coerce a civilian 
population or to influence the 
policy of a government by 
intimidation or coercion". The 
embargo fits this definition. 

The Additional Protocols of the 
Geneva Conventions of 1949 
define as war crimes “making the 
civilian population the object of 
attack", as well as “launching an 
indiscriminate attack affecting the 
Chilian population or civilian 


objects in the knowledge that such 
attack will cause excessive loss of 
life, injury to civilians or damage to 
civilian objects”. 

To starve a population falls 
squarely into this definition. High 
Contracting Parties to these 
conventions and protocols are 
required to prosecute individuals 
responsible for war crimes. Yet no 


court has initiated any legal inquiry 
or proceedings in this matter. 
ELIAS DAVIDSSON 
Reykjavik, Iceland 


Benefit change 
hits disabled 

Sir. U would appear that in the 
proposed changes to housing 
benefit little thought has been 
given to the impact on disabled 
people. The changes would limit 
tbe amount of housing benefit 
available for single people under 60 
living in the private sector to the 
cost of shared accommodation. 

This would mean that disabled 
people living in self-contained 
accommodation might have to 
move to shared housing. Not only is 
shared housing not suitable for 
many disabled people, but it may 
be impossible to find accessible 
shared housing. For example, it 
may be dangerous for someone 
with a visual impairment to share 
accommodation with other people 
who may inadvertently move 
fumilure or kitchen equipment. 
Although the Government intends 
to exempt those they consider 
severely disabled, this will only 
affect a maximum of 6,000 people, 
a small percentage of the disabled 
people who would be affected. 

These proposals could also prove 
very expensive. In 1994/5, 1,500 
private-sector tenants received 
disabled facilities grants to adapt 
their homes. The average grant was 
£3,700. If these disabled people 
have to move to shared housing 


they will need another grant. 
Added to this will be the increased 
cost to social services for 
community care if the shared 
accommodation is limiting die 
disabled person's independence. 

The regulations are now before 
Parliament and the proposals are 
due to be implemented in October. 
Wfe would urge the next 
government to reconsider. 

BERT MASSIE 
Director 

The Royal Association for Disability 
and RehabiEiation 
London EC1 


Hong Kong press 
still awake 

Sir. Your leading article (29 March) 
about Hong Kong's “worrying 
week", faithfully reflecting the . > 
fashionable view, in-London .at * . ; 
least, concludes that it is “harder \ . 
and barrier to express any criticism 
of the new order". As it happens, 
last week provided a couple of 
pointers in exactly the opposite 
direction which may indicate that 
we haven't all sunk into the trance 
you ascribe to us. 

There were two big political . 
controversies here during the week 
- the appointment by the future 
Chief Executive, Tung Chee-hwa, 
of a high-profile politician and 
surveyor to head his bousing task 
force, and a comment by one of Mr 
lung’s advisers saying that the 
courts here were not empowered to 
take lip the question of the legality 
of the provisional legislature. 
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once was to. find criticism of the 

' Coming riewortier in Britain i n th e 

biggest-sdling daily inthe land. 
JONATHAN FENBY 
SouthChbta Morning Post 
Hong Kong 

Sir. Words cannot describe the 
excitement I felt when I recognised 
a face from my past on. the front 
page of The Independent (24 
March) - lily Wong. . 

My relationship with Lily began 
some eight to nine years ago. L like 
lily, call Hong Kong home and am 
the product of an-East-Wsst 
marriage similar to Lily and 
Stuart's. When Imovedto the UK 
in 1989 my parents continued to 
collect the strips antikept me up to 
date with HK life and political 
developments. When Lily was 
nipped away from her public I had 
gjven her op for lost - 

I shall be returning home for the 
hand-over and the next 90 days will 
be a fairly emotional time. It is 
therefore wonderful that lily will 
be here for the duration. ! > . 
CAROLINE GREEN 
LondonSW15 . \ 


On tbe first issue, Mr Tung ran 

into a barrage of criticism. As well 
as comment from politici an^ there 
were a dozen editorials and 
columns pointing to the potential 
conflict of interest in tbe 
appointment, plus a batch of 
investigative stories on the 
surveyor's business record. 

On the second, a wave of protest, 
which was fully reported in the 
press, culminated in Mr Tung 
himself saying that the courts were 
free to question anything. 

It maybe that most newspapers 
here are generally supportive of Mr 
Thug, but that does not mean they 
have given lip their liberty. After 


Pay parents to 
stay at home 

Sir. Polly Toynbee is taken to task 
by Elizabeth Young (letter, 28 
March) for foiling to acknowledge 
that m any women would opt for 
full-time stay-at-home motherhood 
if they could afford to. Elizabeth 
Young suggests that child benefit 
should be increased, up to school 
age, so as to give mothers that 
choice. 

This has long been argued by 
Michael Young and Professor 
Halsey, as a "Guardianship 
Allowance", payable to the parent 
willing to stay out of the labour- 
market and be a full-time guardian. 
My own preference would be to 
extend the allowance to cover all 
the primaiyyeare, up to the age of 
12- and to pay it at a reasonable 
flat rate of £100 per week, though 
liable to income tax. Child Benefit 
would continue, albeit at a lower 
level, to reflect the number of 
children in the family. 

This new manifestation of the 
welfare state might at first seem 
“expensive", in the prevailing 
language of public parsimony. But, 
as Elizabeth Young points out, (he 
labour market would be easier for 
those with no option but to depend 
upon it, educational standards 
would improve, and crime and 
teenage disruptive behaviour 
would be dramatically reduced 
ROGER WARREN EVANS 
Swansea 


Tricky figures 
from Forsyth 

Sir 1 congratulate Anthony Bevins 
(“Thrtan dividend pays off for 
Scots”, 24 March) tor taking the 
trouble to check the veracity of r 

Michael Forsyth's statistics 
re garding the difference in 
identifiable public expenditure \ 

between the nations which make up : - 
the United Kingdom. Most 
political journalists from London- 
based newspapers appear to accept 
the Scottish Secretary of State’s \ 

figures and to quote them | 

verbatim. t 

Here in Scotlandwe tend to view i 

Mr Forgoh's statistics with a great £ 

deal of scepticism. Comparing - ; 

identifiable public expenditure 
between Scotland and the rest of the 
United Kingdom is meaningless. 
Scotland and England, for example, 
are funded in quite different ways r 

and local authorities in Scotland 
have more statutory responsibilities 
than their English counterparts. The 
Gov ernr QeD ti S a|ft , ays(arefulto i 

e^fode unidentifiable public ... 

^^Qtiiture from its statistics, which 

“^riably favours England. The 

Sf^sticswhichMidiaelFbrtythand - 

^Government use (and abuse) -- 

S^alasmuchastheytweal- 
^fDAMACNISM 

Poms, M oray -- 

Wedded bliss 

No Wyatt {-Marriage? / 

anroJJ I? lheT Kve". 28 March) lists 

"sexual M»§!. e l ^ e belief that . 

-Sssr**"“ r 

ssfgasssi j 

tet&sf. i 

been married ^ es ®^isiic.Iha v J - I. 

I 

m y reasons I <*«* ,1 

and I feel nodft^ attradua,., .* 
today. “ufcrently abd* ton, M 

sssr***** 
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analysis 


Anew 


the Middle 


East 


The United States has lost any credibility it 
once had with the Arabs as an honest 
broker for peace. Only Europe can 1511 the 
gap now, argues Robert Fisk 


H 


ow soon will the 
explosion in the 
Middle East 


k I come? The signs 
.^L. .^L. are everywhere, 
even if - through amnesia or 
wishful thinking - they are 
largely ignored in the West. 
Almost 5.000 Egyptian students 
last week demanded a "holy 
war” for Jerusalem and were 
driven back at Cairo University 
by riot police. For the first time 
since the emirate was liberated 
bv the United States in 1991, an 
.American flag has been burnt in 
the streets of Kuwait. Iran has 
renewed its lies with the PLO 
after IS years of mutual hatred 
- in a meeting thaL also went 
largely unrecorded. President 
Rafsanjani met Yasser Arafat in 
Islamabad - while outside 
Jerusalem, the mother of the 
Palestinian who slaughtered 
three young Israeli women with 
his suicide bomb announces 
that her son “died nobly". 

The Israeli secret services - 
largely regarded as death 
squads by Palestinians - have 


been told to operate once a gain 
in Palestinian “autonomous 
areas", while the PLO has 
warned that Israeli agents will 
be shot down if they are found. 
All relations between the Arab 
states and Israel are to be 
frozen, on the orders of the 
Arab League. 

Why haven’t the Americans 
- and, indeed, the Europeans - 
woken up to the imminent 
storm? Perhaps we journalists 
are to blame. After all, until 
only a few days ago, a BBC 
World Service reporter was still 
blithely talking about Israel's 
construction of a “Jewish bous- 
ing project" on a “disputed" hfll 
outside Jerusalem, as if all that 
was at stake was an argument 
over a public utility. The “pro- 
ject", of course, is a Jewish set- 
tlement and the hill is occupied 
Arab land ujpon which any con- 
struction is in flagran t violation 
of UN Security Council Reso- 
lution 242, the resolution that 


was supposed to be the very 
foundauon of the 1991 Madrid 


peace process . 


It is not difficult to see how 
this kind of reporting can 
become mendacious as well as 
incomprehensible. If no more 
than a parcel of “disputed" 
land is at issue, how could it 
have led a Palestinian to mur- 
der three women in Tel Aviv? 
Even the Palestinian who killed 
three people at the Empire 
State Building - a murder 
equally incomprehensible when 
it was reported that he had no 
political motives - now turns 
out to have written a letter 
before his suicide in which he 
raged against the taking of 
Arab land by Israel. 

It is, of course, too late to 
hope that the US will shake 
itself free of its thrall to IsraeL 
Madeleine Albright devoted 
almost all her recent remarks 
on the crisis to the need for 
Arafat to prevent “terrorism”, 
devoting only the mildest crit- 
icism to Israel for the Abu 
Ghoneim/Har Homa Jewish 
settlement. US negotiator Den- 
nis Ross's latest visit to Arafat 
and Netanyahu proved to be a 
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Getting involved: Jacques Chirac pushes away an Israeli bodyguard in Jerusalem last October 
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total, failure. How pitifully 
Washington has fallen from the 
aspirations it held out to Arab 
and Jew at Madrid in 1991.. . 

And how pathetic is the 
growing Arab appeal to Europe 
to intervene in the Middle East 
to save the peace. Europe? 
After the catastrophe of 
Bosnia, how can any Arab Mus- 
lim trust Europe? How, indeed, 
could any Israeli Jew trust 
Europe when from that conti- 
nent's very heart came those 
who committed the most 
wicked crime of modem his- 
tory, the Holocaust? 

Yet Europe has been integ- 
rally involved in the “peace 
process”. It was represented at 
the Madrid summit It has 
bankrolled the 1993 Oslo 
agreement It rewarded both 
sides with peace prizes and 
embassies, rewards that will be 
kept of course, by those who 
are now destroying the peace. 
It was Europe, too, which 
accepted - long before the US 
and Israel ever did - that the 
PLO should be involved in 
peace negotiations. British, as 
well as other European ambas- 
sadors, met Yasser Arafat’s 
senior officials throughout the 
Seventies. There is still a 
rumour in the Middle East that 
many of Arafat's speeches 
between 1988 and 1092 were 
drafted by the then British 
ambassador to Tunis. 

And it was the member 
states of the European Union 
in 1980 that drafted the Venice 
declaration, which specifically 
stated that the PLO should be 
“associated" with peace nego- 
tiations. The terms of the Ven- 
ice declaration were repeated 
by European foreign ministers 
in Paris four years later when 
they added their support to 
the “right of the Palestinian 
people to self-determination, 
with all that this implies” (the 
last five words underlined in the 
official statement). 


The Europeans maintained 
their commitment to Middle 
East peace. In Brussels in 1987, 
Community foreign ministers 
were demanding an improve- 
ment in Palestinian living con- 
ditions in the West Rank and 
Gaza, and giving preferential 
access to the Community for 
goods from the occupied terri- 
tories. A year later, the EU was 
welcoming the Palestine Nat- 
ional Council's acceptance of 
UN Security Council resolution 
242 - calling for total Israeli 
withdrawal from all occupied 
Arab land in return for the 
security of all states in the area 
- the same resolution that 
James Baker was later to cite, 
in confidential letters to Arab 
leaders, as the basis of the 
post-GulfWar “peace process". 


foreign policy, Europe none 
the less has a political stake in 
the Middle East Last year, 
President Jacques Chirac 
showed how France could 
renew its ties with its former 
mandate territories of Syria 
and Lebanon and, by travelling 
to Damascus, French foreign 
minister Herv£ de Charette 
secured a place for Ranee on 
the south Lebanese ceasefire 
committee last April, to the 
fury of the Americans and the 
Israelis. The French, as well as 
the Israelis, Americans, Syrians 
arid Lebanese, now sit on that 
committee. 

By visiting Jerusalem last 
October - and by publicly 


the less has a politi 
the Middle East 


President . Jacqi 
showed how Fr 


tified national interests in the 
Middle East; cynics might sum 
them up as Israel and oil, 
though not necessarily in that 
order. ; Europeans, too, have 
interests, although they have 
something infinitely more 
important: the nations of the 
Middle East are our neigh- 
bours. They will never be neigh- 
bours of America. 

Since the Llth century, the 
conflict between Christianity 
and Islam has been our conflict. 
So why should Muslims trust us. 
given the murderous nature of 
that relationship? Yet in many 
parts of the Middle East, Eur- 
ope is now seen as a balancing 
force - a proxy, if you like, to 


themselves to Arab dictator- 
ships but none the less worthy, 
and essential to the nature of 
the proposed relationship. 


expressing his anger at the the old Soviet Union - whose 
Israeli security men surround- friendship must last longer than 


There then followed the folly 
of the 1993 Osk) 
agreement, a 
deeply flawed CS n 

private peace . 
deal between COtTtlll 

Israel and the | e i aiH 

plo that isiam 

allowed both why Si 

sides to delay 
the most impor- 
tant issues that separated them 

- giving Israel time, for exam- 
ple, to encircle Jerusalem with 
settlements such as Har Homa 

- which contained no inter- 
national guarantees, which left 
half the Palestinian population 
with no “right of return", and, 
most damaging of all, effect- 
ively allowed Israel to re- 
negotiate UN resolution 242 
rather than be compelled to 


mg him before his visit to the 
West Bank - Chirac also 


America s, whose interests are 
more intimate to the Middle 
East, and 


S o in the critical days 
ahead, Europe will have 
an opportunity to offer - 
at the least - a neutral third 
party as the American “peace 
process” inevitably fragments. 
Perhaps the catastrophe loom- 
ing in the Middle East will 
force European ministers to 
unify their objectives in the 
region, even to follow France's 
independent lead. ' 

In both Europe and Amer- 
ica, the British foreign secretary 
Malcolm Rifkind has been 
doggedly criticising Israel's 
settlement policies, but it is 
going to need stronger stuff 
than this if Europe is to secure 
a role in the area. EU financial 


Since the llth century, the 
conflict between Christianity and 
Islam has been our conflict, so 
why should the Muslims trust us? 


whose rela- 
tionship 
with the 
region - 
however 
tragic or evil 
it has been - 
at least now 
avoids the 


penalties against those who 
break their agreements might 


abide by it. A supine Un 
States- whose Middle East 


icy is mdstinguishable from 
Israel's - has signally failed to 
stand by its obligations as an 
“honest broker" in the “peace 
process”. This is why so many 
m the Middle East are now 
looking towards Europe. 

Enfeebled as it may be 
because of its lack of a common 


aied them encouraged the Palestinians to 
for exam- believe that Europe understood 
alem with their predicament and the im- 
larHoma balance in the “peace proces^. 
no inter- Chirac felt personally hmniH- ‘ 
whicbleft ated, privately expressfog his ■ 
opularion exasperation at the Israelis who 
irn”, and, insisted that he always left and 
li, effect- entered his Jerusalem hotel via 
si to re- the tradesmen's entrance. But. 
ition 242 it wasde Charette who bluntly 
pelled to asked this week “whether we 
ie United" can any longer talk about a • 
sEastpol- ; peaceprpcess".ItistheRmidi 
ble from parliament which is now recon- 
r failed to sadering whether Israel should 
70S as an stffl be given special trading sta- 
le “peace tuswitb the EU. ' 

’ so many Perhaps what is needed is a 
are now closer realisation of what the 
3pe. Middle East - and the north 

may be African nations, as well -mean 
l common to Europe. America has iden- 


exeesses of American polity. 

The 1995 Barcelona confer- 
ence offered European “’part- 
nership" with the nations of the 
Middle East rather than the 
traditional subservience that 
thie. US demands of its Arab 
allies. Barcelona demanded a 
peace settlement based on UN 
Security Council resolutions 


break their agreements might 
be a fair balance to the rewards 
that Europe has dutifully 
handed out oyer the past six 
yeans. 

Perhaps it should also make 
an offer of peacekeepers from 
Nato nations who could ensure 
that the terms of the original 


1991 “peace process" are kept, 
and who could judge how ng- 


“and principles mentioned in 
the letter of invitation to the 


the letter of invitation to the 
Madrid ... Conference, includ- 
ing the principle of land for 
peace The Barcelona 
“Euro-Mediterranean partner- 
ship" -fc«- it extended the Mid- 
dle East to Morocco and Alge- 
ria -.also ^produced political 
objectives: democracy, human 
rights, liberal economies. Not, 
you may say, the sort of aspi- 
rations likely to commend 


and who could judge how rig- 
orously both sides are prepared 
to stick to the terms of this 
agreement For only by a return 
to the land-for-peace deal 
based on UN resolution 242 - 
which the Arabs were originally 
promised - is a future blood- 
bath likely to be avoided. 

Perhaps, too, European jour- 
nalists (including the BBC) - as 
opposed to American reporters 
- must face more truthfully the 
moral issues of the Middle East 
crisis, however much they may 
be criticised for doing so. In ary 
event, American credibility is 
now at its nadir in the Arab 
world. There is no reason why 
Europe should join it in disas- 
ter. 


God sends Channel 5 and oven doves 


<WDVt97>l 


I was at home last week, 
mindin g my own 
business (which I can't 
tell you about, obviously, as 
it was my own business), 
when there came a knock at 
the door. Then there came a 
ring at the door. Finally 
there came a shout of: 
“Anyone in?" 

Reluctantly I stopped 
minding; my own business, 
and went to answer the door, 
where I found a smart- 
looking young man with a 
large bag over his shoulder. 

“Good morning," he said. 
“I wonder if you have ever 
read this little book?" And 
he pushed a religious tract 
into my hand, which I saw at 
a glance would lead to 
eternal salvation if I followed 
its precepts. 

“No," I said, “and nor do I 
want to. JEternai salvation - 
sounds too gloomy by far. 
Temporary salvation, maybe. . 
Salvation every other 
Thursday, definitely. But not 
the eternal kind.” 

His eves never flickered. 
“You renot a religious 
person, then?" 

.“I have my own personal 
arrangements with God,” I 
said. “He doesn't bother me 
and I don't bother Him." 

: “Fine," said the man, 

“Hew are you off for oven 
gloves?" ‘ 


“Pardon?" I said, taken 
slightly off-guard. 

“We have some 
particularly good gloves at 
the moment," he said, 
opening his bag to reveal a 
spread of domestic treasures. 
“This is the good old- 
fashioned cotton kind, 
absolutely proof against 
bums, in three traditional 
colours ..." 

“Hold on,” I said, "I 
thought you were a God 
salesman." 

“And so I am,” he said. “If 
you had shown any-signs of ■ 
being saved I would have 
tried to save you, but as you 

hiapo nl«hA. u i.. l : j 



.Miles 

Kington 


jcucuiuuon, i thought you 
mi Sht buy some oven-gloves." 

“Do you think oven gloves 
will redeem me in some way 
not known even to oven- 
glove manufacturers?” 

“I will ignore your snide < 
tone," he said. “I will merely 

pomt out that those of us 

who tramp from door to door 
trying to spread the gospel, 
and usually failing, have 

recently realised that we ■ 
■should diversify. ^ have 
unique access to the front 

doors of the kingdom. Why 
not use ft to sell usefiti 
ofcgects as'weli?” 

. .“And make a bit of money . 
.on theside?" . . .. ■ 

", “And make a bit of money - 


on the side. Now, we have 
also got garden kneelers, 
clothes pegs, ironing board 
covers..-” 

He. went, through the usual 
list of pedlar’s wares. As 
usual, 1 didn’t really need any 
of theraL As usual, I bought 
lots. I hhve almost enough 
gardening gloves now to start' 
my own peddling business. ' 
Maybe that is how a lot of 
door-to-door pedlars get 
started; They're simply off- 
loading the stuff they have 
bought from other pedlars. 

I started to dose the door 
to indicate that X had run out 


“perhaps I could come in and 
get on with the rest of my 
business." 

“The rest of your business? 
Reading the gas meter, 
perhaps?" I said, with a 
return of my snide tone. 
“Watering my house plants? 
Dome a bit of letter ■ 
dictation?" 

• “Retuning your TV set to 
Channel 5," he said. 

“%« 'nr a Channel 5 

retuner?" Is&id. 

I hadn't-been expecting 
this one. 

“Once you're a 
combination missionary and 
pedlar.” he said, “it is but a 
small step to taking on other 
functions. Many small 
fundamentalist churches have 
eagerly embraced the 
opportunity to learn a new 
-skirt, that of retiming your 
TV set to receive the new 
ghannfit. Indeed, you could. 
say, could you not, that we 
men and women are aQ of us 
TV sets, buman.TV sets, as It 
were, bot arify programmed 
to recefvB wbat we want to 
hear. How easy it would-be to 
retune our hearts to receive 
God’s message! Would it not 


“No, 1 don’t want it.” 

“Don’t want God’s word? 
Or Channel 5?” 

“Neither. Either. 1 do not 
want to receive God's word 
and I do not want to receive 
more television. In a sense, 
you know, we arc all like off 
switches. Wc can all turn 
ourselves off and go and do 
something more useful." 

“You get a free gift if you 
let me retune you to Channel 
5." 

“A free gift from Channel 
5?” 

“Yes. Some perfume.” . 

“What kind of perfume?" 

“Chanel No*5, of coursel" 

He roared with laughter. 
He roared alone. Never swap 
jokes with a salesman, that's 
my motto. I started to dose 
the door again. He bade me a 
reluctant farewell and started 
to retreat. I opened the door 


again. He stopped. 

“As a matter of interest," I 


be better to point your aerial 
in the direction of good 


of ready money. 
“Weu.ifyou!r< 


“Well, if youire not going 
tb.buy any more,” he said. 


in the direction of good ; 
news? Why not let Heaven 
remn^your heart new 
■ “No "I said. 

“No. what?" 


said, “tell me one thing. Why 
didn't you diversify a little 
further and take iftc golden 
opportunity to do some 
canvassing for one of the 
parties in the election?" 

“We did think of that,” he 
said. 

“And?” 

“We (tedded there were 
some things wc wouldn't sink 
to." 

Fair enough. 
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Labours 

Sinn Fein was not 
naive nor a 


A nthe main pani^ 
wees wH expend time, 
tens of thousands of 

enew a ° d - a great deai of 
how "hen in 
government they would shane 
fwnts - and virtually oonefon 

second that may 
prove, at least initially, the 
greater question. Just think of 
how the deostons that wffl bear 
down xn°sT immediately on an 
Labour government 
about changing 
Bntain than remnnH; n „ .fT_ 




Donald 

Macmtyre 


It is now 
pretty 
certain that 
Tony Blair 
would 
appoint Mo 


Secretary 
of State for 
Northern 
Ireland 


onuun man responding to an 
external and iast-movingset of 
® rcuBQ stances over which they 
have only limited control, with 

I*?"? P f ty m P° wer would 
have to deal, and of which no 
potential Labour cabinet mem- 
ber has any ministerial experi- 
ence: the hand-over of Hong 
Kong; a European agenda 
dramatised by the imminence 
of the Amsterdam summit, the 
of monetary union, and 
S 6 i ?? 8 Presidency of 

the EU; and, perhaps sharpest 
of all, Northern Ireland. 

. Mo Mowlam’s observation, 
m a BBC Radio Ulster inter- 
view at the weekend, that there 

S?&]!BfSS5K Mowlam as 

ta lks when they resume on 3 
June if they called a ceasefire 
now, is already being used by 
her critics as evidence that 
Tony Blair’s Northern Ireland 
spokeswoman doesn’t under- 
stand this simple truth - and 
thinks that by waving a wand 
she can wish peace on North- 
ern Ireland, it really demon- 
strates quite the opposite. For 
all the gibes from Unionists 
and the political right about her 
“naivety '. Dr Mowlam’s remarks don’t wash. 

She didn’t make new policy. Nor did she mod- 
ify a key condition that she and Blair have 
already made dear: for a post-ceasefire Sinn 
Fein to enter talks, there would have to be evi- 
dence that the IRA had ceased for a signifi- 
cant period surveillance and targeting opera- 
tions. And once a decision had been taken to 
admit them, the republicans would have to sign 
up unequivocally to the Mitchell principles, 
which include renunciation of violence as a 
means of achieving their ends and a progres- 
sive hand-over of arms during the talks. 

Instead, Dr Mowlam’s remarks remind the 
republicans first that Labour. like the present 
government, would ideally Hke to see Sinn Fein 
in talks, and second, that if they are to have 
any chance of joining them early the IRA 
would do well to start its ceasefire now. 
indeed, she was explicit in saying that a cease- 
fire in - say - mid-May would not beeariy 
enough to justify Sinn Fein’s inclusion in the 
talks by 3 June. She didn’t consult ’Buy Blair 
before her interview, because she didn’t have 
to; strikingly, moreover. Downing Street and 
the Northern Ireland Office did not, after a 
period of silent hesitation, join in the denun- 
ciation. In other words. Dr Mowlam knew 
exactly what she was saying. 

This is more typical than her detractors 
allow. There has been speculation both out- 
side - and more covertly within - her own party 
over whether Dr Mowlam would in fact be 
Blair’s first Northern Ireland Secretary. Her 
invariably male critics like to point to a mildly 
gaffe-sprinkled past before she look the job. 

A Blair loyalist from the very first, thQr like to 
mutter, but is she quite up to it? A good deal 
of such speculation is based on a kind of sub- 
liminal sexism: Northern Ireland is boys stuff, 

it seems to say. How could a woman, espedafly 

in as un-PC a society as Northern Ireland, be 


installed at HEHsboroagh as a 
real live Secretary of Stare? But 

she has dropped few, if any, 
dangers in Northern Ireland; 
given the extreme sensitivity of 
every political statement there, 
that alone is gw*** an achieve* 
mem. And die has also 
impressed by her energy, her 
seriousness, her detailed mukar- 
standing of the brief's mind- 
bending complexities 
frequency of her trips to the 
province. It's now pretty well 
certain that Blair would indeed 
appoint her, and proba 
her the imflashy but 
Welshman Paul Murphy as her 
political winjrtw mf 

So far, so good. Bm the fact 
that Dr Mowlam is indeed well 
up to the job doesn’t mean, as 
she knows better than anyone, 
that an incoming Labour gov- 
ernment las a magic solution. 
It suits Martin McChtinesa, as 
he did yesterday, to imply that 
Tbny Euairwffl he a much eas- 
ier touch than John Major. But 
that underestimates not just 
Blair and Dr Mowlam but also 
their understanding of the for- 
midable obstacles in the way of 
even of a brand new govern- 
ment trying to make a fresh 
start. It’s true that if Labour 
had a big majority, it could not 
be held prisoner try the Ulster 
Unionists in Parliament. But 
that's not the Unionists’ only 
leverage: inclusive t alks mean 
little or nothing if they don’t 
include the Ulster Unionists. 
And while the UUP leader, 
David Trimble, has not gone as 
far as the DUFs Ian Paisley in 
sayingbe would never sit down 
with Sinn Fein, he has set a 
series of formidable conditions, 
including decommissioning of arms as a pre- 
condition of falks. 

The Ulster Unionists' strength - relative to 
that of the DUP- after the general election, 
and in the local elections which follow, could 
yet decide how full a part Mr Trimble’s 
will play in the talks. The more ground 
ley gains, the bleaker the outlook may prove 
to be. Drumcree looms in July, and while yes- 
terday’s peaceful march in the Lower Ormeau 
wasa tentative sign of hope, if could turn once 
again into a show of the sort of Orange 
strength that could yet be deployed if a Labour 
government were ‘ever "tempted” to -bypass 
them: the party's folk memory is still haunted 
by the 1974 Ulster Workers’ strike that was 
faced by Meriyn Rees three months after com- 
ing into office- Nor are the republicans’ inten- 
tions utterly dear, for all Mir McGtmmess's 
smooth words yesterday. Some mimsteis had 
expected the IRA to declare a ceasefire a few 
months before polling day to pot a fragile gov- 
ernment on the spot: the fact that they dufaiT 
may indicate that there is still a powerful fac- 
tion in favour of shunning dialogue. 

One possibility is that tire IRA will wait to. 
see, if Labour wins, what Dr Mowlam does 
about potential confidence-building issues 
dear to nationalist hearts - such as transfers 
of prisoners, responsibility for Bloody Sunday, 
and the detention of RojanMcAliskcy-aD of 
which die has said she will consider in office. 
And even if tiKty call a ceasefire after that, it 
could be that, as the events of the past three 
years demonstrate, this would be only the 
beginning. The only certainty, is this: not just 
Dir Mowlam but Tony Blair is committed to try- 
ing to revive the peace process. Blair speaks 
about it more in private than in public, but it 
is now dear that he sees Northern Ireland 
among his highest priorities. That much John 
Major has bequeathed to his successor. ■ . 


New crime law, 



t’s a question of a 


“completely different 

feet”. Tnat ws 


I mindset”. That was how 
Dr Eric Shepherd, the 
forensic psychologist 
who first cast doubt on the 
Bridgewater murder convic- 
tions, last week summed up the 
real, as opposed to the theoret- 
ical, world of police 
investigations. 

Dr Shepherd, an adviser to 
both police and ' defence 
lawyers, was spotlighting the 
potentially lethal nurture of the 
patihtycfce crihure and the 
new regime for r e stri c tin g the 
disclos u re of evidence in the 
1996 Crnrrinal Procedure and 
Investigations Act, which comes 
into effect today, fbfiowing the 
minimum of opposition in Par- 
liament The biggest test for the 
mgHifrw y nf fljgtSrmimil fVceq 
Review Com m ission, the new 
m i scarriage of justice watchdog 

whether tl^^mdeistan^tiiat 
cultural message. And the 
biggest test of that will be then- 
approach to re-investigations, 
particularly the extent to which 
they will be content to allow the 
police to continue investigating 
themselves. 

Just as the Bridgewater case 
showed just how poor succes- 
sive pohee inquiries were at 
uncovering a miscarriage of 
justice, the 1996 Act (winch is 
most cases lets the investigating 
pohee officer decide what is dis- 
closed to defence solicitors) is 
a potent argument for a fun- 
damental change of attitude. 
The members of the commis- 
sion should consider what Dr 
Shepherd and Roger Ede, sec- 
retary to the Law Society’s 
criminal law c omm ittee, have to 
say about the cultural question. 

"The community and the 
courts,” they write in tfaezr book 
Active Defence, published last 
week, “are led to believe that 
the evidence presented in cases 
by. the prosecution, and upon . 
which they rely, is the product 
of a quality investigative service 
rendered by pohee officers, 
civilian support staff and foren- 
sic scientists who ere profes- 
sionally trained, who are sub- 
ject to supervision and quality 
controls, who have open minds, 
who are committed to exposing 
to the prosecution and the 
defence the gaps and anomalies 
in the police investigation, the 
police representation of the 
case and the prosecution evi- 
dence. The reality does not 
support the belief. What is pre- 
sented to the court in all too 
many cases is a complex, col- 
laborative musion.” 

The truth, they say, is that 
many police officers and even 
farensiesdentists are untrained 
for their investigative tasks, 
there fe no real supervision, 
there are no real quality con- 
trols, and there are strong 
group pressures on police offi- 
cers to do what they have 
always done - attach criminal- 
ity to the suspect in the frame. 

In a climate where “zero tol- 
erance” extends only to crimi- 
nality, and not to deficiencies in 
the justice system, there is no 


by Patricia Wynn Davies 



Has the new miscarriage of justice 
watchdog got what it takes to carry out its 
own investigations into misconduct? 


reason to expect that culture to 
change. The 1996 Act - the 
result of one of the most effec- 
tive lobbying campaigns by the 
police - leaves officers to make 
key decisions about die disclo- 
sure of material to the defence 
at the very time they are build- 
ing a case for the prosecution. 
But the mindset in the police 
station, which views the defence 
as a hindrance to the conviction 
of the guilty rather than a safe- 
guard against getting it wrong, 
is very different. 

Because the Act ignores the 
real world of police investiga- 
tions, in effect expecting a 
police officer to reveal weak- 
nesses in his own case, a supine 
Criminal Cases Review Com- 
masfo p could ensure that future 
miscarriages go undetected. So 
will the commission be content 
to simply hand over investiga- 
tions to police officers? Or wifi 
it appreciate that requiring 
police officers conducting a 


re-investigation to dismantle a 
case constructed by their peers 
calls for a c h a ng e in the pro- 
fessional habits of a lifetime? 

Do the commission's mem- 
bers accept that it is the sys- 
temic failure by the police and 
the prosecution to disclose evi- 
dence inconvenient to their 
case which has caused the most 
serious miscarriages of justice 
over the past 20yeais? Are they 
afive to the re-introduction of a 
new culture of non-disclosure? 

With one or two exceptions - 
such as Dr James MacKeith, 
consultant forensic psychiatrist 
at the Maudsley hospital and an 
expert In false confessions - the 
membership of the commission 
has not inured confidence. The 
chairman, Sir Frederick Craw- 
ford, is a former plasma scientist 

and lmjuwyly adpniara tnr and 

is probably better known for his 
prominence as a freemason; 
Fiona King is a former senior 
Crown prosecutor, Laurence 


Elks is a solicitor who used to 
specialise in takeovers; David 
Kyle is another senior Crown 
prosecutor and former govern- 
ment lawyer John Lectoey has 
been HM Coroner for Greater 
Belfast since 1992; Jill Fort, a 
banister, is an imm^ration adju- 
dicator and chairman of a VAT 
tribunal; Baden Skitt was an 
assistant commissi oner with the 
Metropolitan Police; John Knco, 
an accountant, was deputy direc- 
tor of the Serious Fhrnd Office 
tmtil last year; Karamjit Singh is 
a Civil Service Commissioner 


and former member of the 
Police Complaints Authority; 
Leonard Leigh is professor of 
criminal law at the London 
School of Economics. 

The Home Office was 
pleased to announce the inclu- 
sion of three “lay” members 
when the long-awaited list was 
unveiled in January. What 
experience will they bring? 
Edward Weiss chairs Lloyd’s 
Syndicate Loss Reviews and is 
a former director of Chubb, the 
security (inn; Anthony Foster is 
a former chief executive of IC1 
Chlorochemicals: Barry Capon 
is a recently retired council 
chief executive. No one is ques- 
tioning the integrity of any of 
the members, but where is the 
expert for the defence? 

How many of the members 
are aware of t he huge disparity 
in resources and investigative 
powers between the police and 
the defence? How mam* under- 
stand the increasing difficulty in 
getting adequate legal aid to 
deconstruct the case theory? 

Paradoxically, one solution 
would be to take a cue from the 
world from which some of these 
commission members are 
drawn. When things go awry in 
the City, the Department of 
Trade and Industry can appoint 
senior QCs and accountants, 
equipped with powers to 
demand answers, to investigate 
alleged wrong-doings. The 
appointment of similarly armed 
senior barristers and solicitors, 
independent of the police or 
any other government agency, 
to ask the questions would be 
one way of building confidence 
in the system. But the commis- 
sion’s news release last week did 
not make encouraging read- 
ing, highlighting those powers 
it does not have, but which the 
police could exercise on its 
behalf, rather than those it has. 

Yet wc have now a machinery 
for e xamining miscarriages that 
for the first time is independent 
of gpvernmenL The commission 
will be empowered to use the 
police for a re-investigation, 
but not obliged to; it will be able 
to exert, if it chooses, hands-on 
control of a re-investigation; it 
has wide powers, if it chooses to 
use them, to call for the disclo- 
sure of material, which the 
defence and even the prosecu- 
tion may never have seen - and 
disclose it to the applicant 

Here is the opportunity for 
an independent body to effec- 
tively challenge the deep resis- 
tance of the system to admitting 
it may have been wrong. And 
since the passing of its mirror 
image, the 1996 Act, never has 
there been such a clear need to 
do so. Has this commission got 
what it takes? 


The voters of Tatton can now judge 



S uppose that Neil Hamilton, sup- 
ported bv his local Conservative 
association, does not yield to 
pressure to retire and actually fights 
the general election in the Thtton con- 
siiiucncy. And suppose that the 
Labour and the Liberal Democratic 
candidates really do withdraw m 
favour of a single, independent, an a- 
sfcaze candidate, as they promise to 
do. Can we imagine what such an elec- 
tuin would be like? . 

Mr Hamilton’s fits! instinct, 1 
assume, would be to tty to conduct a 
norma! campaign. He^uldgaudpat 
on the Conservative manifesto, be 
would extol the Governments®^ 
success and he would demon- 
strate the virtues of Tbty policies for 
aw and order, education, Europe 
and so on. He wouW say that the 
Sour and Liberal Democrat cancfr- 
jSr had stood down precisely 
SSSatt they feared debating such 

iS Tciinnot believe that such an 
mnroach would cany Mr Hamilton 
"SJS The electors ofUtton can 

Kmuchasffiey^toknow 

JhSi these matters through the 
, media. Their response to Mr 
Be^fcs. but 
H -^nd "< he would straightmraylosc 
the first skirmish and be forced to 
fi^tti on the pound hw enemtea had 

^Hamilton would then, I Imag- 
- M with bis tactic of com- 

SSiMte wv '« whidl ¥* 

Gordon Downey, the 
evidence wnw ’ isstoner for 

.EgHhassss: 

grir sjs* were 



WNttam 

Smith 

An anti- 
sleaze 
candidate 
should 
concentrate 
on the two 
charges that 
do not require 
the evidence 
ofMohamed 
A1 Fayed 


“selective and were manipulated to 
show my guilt”, and that the tran- 
scripts of Mohamed A1 Fayed’s evi- 
dence. indicated that he was “moti- 
vated by hatred for me and revealed 
that * there is no independent 
corroboration for his allegations". 

He would rail at trial by news- 
papers and call in evidence the 
entrapment of fellow Tory MP Piers 
Merchant bya 17-year-old night dub 
hostess, financed by The Sun. Mr 
Hamilton would position himself as 
the victim of injustice calling for 
impartial treatment. 

But would an appeal for fair play 
work? After all. it is commonplace 
t frar when serious accusations are 
made, the person concerned may 
have to stand aside. In the case of 
criminal charges, the accused may 
have to await trial in prison; and 
where professional misconduct is 
alleged, the person concerned is usu- 
ally suspended from his or her duties 
while an investigation is carried out 
Moreover, Mr Hamilton has taken 
steps to correct the record. In the Sim- 
day Telegraph at the weekend, he pub-' 
fished excerpts from the evidence 
given to Sir Gordon Downey by his 
chief accuser. Mr Fayed, which he 
believed were favourable to his cause. 
Tfoo leaks may not make a right, but 
gram I fancy the electors ofThnon win 
respond to Mr Hamilton: "Yes, buL_" 

Pretty quickly, therefore, Mr Ham H - 
ton would find that the election cam- 
paign in Urtton would focos on the 

transcripts of his and Mr Kayed 1 * evi- 
dence to the Downey inquiry. 

Where would an anti-sleaze candi- 
date lay most emphasis? Probably not 
{repent, no?) on the most hind aspect 


of the alleged transactions between Mr 
Hamilton and Mr Fhyed; whether or 
not cash was passed in envelopes 
stuffed with £50 notes. Mr Hamilton 

' says that Mr Fayed and three aides are 
lying when they say this. The electors 
of Tktton would not know whom to 
believe. 

Instead, an anti-sleaze candidate 
should concentrate on two, simple 
charges- that the Tfetton MP had lied 
to Michael Heseltine, the Deputy 
Prime Minister, and that he had 
engaged in a fraud at the expense of 
the Inland Revenue. Either one is so 
devastating, if true, that eveiything 
else could be ignored. Neither 
requires the evidence of Mr Fayed. 
On the question of the lie, we have 
The Guardian's transcript of Mr 
Hamfiton’s evidence to Sir Gordon 
and Mr Hamilton’s letter to The 

. Times last Saturday, in which he adds 
a statement he made that The 
Guardian omitted. 

- A Cabinet Office memo notes that 
Mr Hamilton has given Mr Heseltine 
“an absolute assurance that he had do 
financial relationship with Mr Greer 
[the political lobbyist] and the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Tirade [al the 
TiW- Mr Heseltine] has accepted 

■ this”. 

Counsel put to Mr Hamilton that 
he did have such a financial relation- 
ship. Mr Hamilton replied: "I did not 
mention the commission payments 
when I spoke to Mr Heseltine ... pol- 
itics is a rough game ... I knew that 
if there were to be another cause for 
adverse media comment against me 

... it could be nsed as a very big stick 
with which to beat me and to cause my 

resignation to take place.” What did 


The Guardian miss out? Mr Hamil- 
ton’s further statement that he was 
“satisfied in my own min d that there 
was no deliberate misleading of” Mr 
Heseltine. 

So there we have it* Mr Hamilton 
misled the Deputy Prime Minister, 
but not “deliberately”. He was either 
a fool or a liar. 

As to whether a tax fraud was com- 
mitted, The Guardian extracts indicate 
that the MP’s tax return for 1988-89 
showed as an expense (ie an offset) the 
cost of a flight (£1,430) which in fact 
had been paid not by him but by Mr 
Greer. What was Mr Hamilton’s 
response? Perhaps his weakest in the 
whole saga: “my accountant ... pre- 
pares my tax return”. Yes, but the tax- 
payer must sign the tax return, stating 
that the “information I have given is 
correct and complete to the best of my 
knowledge and belief". Mr Hamilton 
knows how solemn is this undertaking; 
he trained as a barrister specialising id 
tax. 

In my picture of the Tatum election, 
with an anti-sleaze candidate in the 
field against the sitting MP, the issue 
of whether bribes were taken to rep- 
resent certain people in Parliament 
and in their dealings with government 
would remain in the background. 
That question could wait until public- 
ation of the full Downey report and 
deliberation by the new House of 
Commons. The anti-sleaze candidate 
would not seek to usurp that process, 
nor wish to appear as ifne or she were 
the candidate of Mr Fayed. Instead, 
equally crucial questions relating to 
the honesty of Mr Hamilton would be 
tackled head-on: is he a liar? is be a 
fraud? 


We conduct patient research into 



Will you support us? 

The Royal College of Physicians sets the standards 
and controls the quality of medical practice in hospitals 
throughout England, Wiles and Northern Ireland. 

Research plays a vital pari in this work. Not laboratory 
research - but research that evaluates the most effective 
ways of caring for patients, 

□ Such as how to maximize the quality of 
life for those sick with cancer. 

□ Or how best to provide sensitive long 
term care tor older people. 

□ Or what guidelines should be laid down 
for the best management of asthma. 

Funding this never ending programme is a real problem. 
We rely on the donations, gifts and legacies of 
generous supporters to augment our independent 
income. Oniv in this wav can wc continue to seek out 
new and better methods of caring for patients in hospital. 

I f if! you help us tv uuptove the are if 'patients by 
making a (Otilriburivn W me oj mr research projects? 

Hr u-ill ghhily send you details. 


Write to the Appeal Director 
or Telephone 0171 93S 1174. 

'(Mp Mac&cmt* Appeal Fund 
HOttL COUE6E OF PHYStCMNS 
1 1 SI Andrews Place. London NWI 41E. 
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Shireen 

Akbar 


Visitors to the Victoria and 
Albert Museum in London this 
summer will experience a stun- 
ning new creation: a giant 
Mughal pavilion of embroi- 
dered panels made by groups of 
women inspired by the muse- 
um's South Asian collection. 
The creator of this project, 
Shireen Akbar. will be remem- 
bered both for a unique range 
of artistic achievements and for 
the love and pride with which 
she nurtured and motivated 
South Asian women in Britain. 

She was at home in three 
cities - London. Dhaka and Cal- 
cutta -and in three languages: 
Bengali. English and Urdu. She 
revelled in her internationalism 
and the cultural fusion which 
she fostered. Her life and work 
was a celebration of the richness 
of South Asian - especially 
Bengali - art and culture, not as 
a pure and closed form but in- 
teracting with, changing and 
being changed by, other cultures. 

She was born Shireen Hast), 
in Calcutta, a member of the 
cultured Bengali Muslim fam- 
ily which also produced Begum 
tiokeya Hussain (1880-1923), a 
pioneering writer and worker 
lor women's emancipation in 
Bengal. Rokeya's legacy under- 
pinned Shireen's fierce com- 
mitment to justice and to 
women. In 1957 the family 
moved to East Pakistan, now 
Bangladesh, where Shireen 
completed her MA and taught 
ut the University of Dhaka un- 
til she came to Britain in 1988 
to study English at Cambridge. 

After teaching in schools and 
adult education Akbar was em- 
ployed by the Inner London Ed- 
ucation Authority (ELEA) youth 
service in 1978 as a youth and 
community worker with Bengali 
girls and young women in Tow- 
er Hamlets, where ber vision and 
powers of alchemy have made 
perhaps the most lasting impacL 

Hcr highly original and in- 
novative approach to the work 
led her to develop a focus on arts 
and a series of increasingly am- 
bitious collaborative ventures 
linking the Asian community 
with the British art world. The 
first of these was an embroidery 
project through which groups of 
girls created glorious embroi- 


dered banners of the Bengali al- 
phabet, displayed in the 
Whitechapel Gall * 

London, early in 1 

Recognising that in a racist 
climate the cultural heritage of 
the East End's growing South 
Asian community was being 
undervalued, Akbar established 
a learning resource for ILEA 
schools. Travelling to remote vil- 
lages in India and Bangladesh 
sbe purchased a remarkable 
collection of traditional house- 
hold items and toys from rural 
markets and craftspeople. The 
artefacts inspired pottery and 
other art work by children of all 
ethnic backgrounds in Tbwer 
Hamlets schools and led to an 
exhibition at the Common- 
wealth Institute in 1983. 

Akbar worked closely with 
the Whitechapel Gallery in 
1979 to mount an “Arts of Ben- 
gal 1 ' exhibition which gave a new 
perspective to the presence of 
the migrant community from 
Bangladesh, in 1988 she creat- 
ed “Woven Air”, the exhibition 
at the Whitechapel of woven 
and embroidered textiles from 
Bangladesh. “Woven Air" both 
celebrated the ancient traditions 
of jamdani muslin weaving and 
Naksha Kantha (traditional 
quilts) embroidery and brought 
them up to date with the pres- 
ence in the gallery of working 
weavers from Bangladesh. 

As well as working with cu- 
rators and collectors around the 
world to create this exhibition, 
Akbar ensured that local chil- 
dren gained as much as possi- 
ble from their introduction to 
the arts of Bangladesh. A book 
of poems, Kanthas in My Head 
(198S), produced by children 
from a local primary school 
showed how the embroideries 
had inspired them with love 
and respect both for their par- 
ents' homeland and for their 
mothers* crafts. 

Alongside the Whitechapel 
exhibition Akbar arranged a 
selling exhibition at Liberty's, en- 
abling the work of the women's 
co-operative with she was in- 
volved in Bangladesh to gain 
international recognition and 
thus more women to become 
self-sufficient 

The next great adventure 


in east 



Akbar with visiting schoolchildren In the Nehru GaUeiy of Indian Art at the Victoria & Albert Museum, London 


Photograph; V&A 


was “Traffic Art”, an exhibition 
of rickshaw paintings at the Mu- 
seum of Mankind in 1988. The 
streets of Bangladesh’s capital 
Dhaka, although choking under 
traffic fumes, are a mobile 
gallery of naive art The city’s 
rickshaws are decorated with 
richly inventive paintings: tigers 
and jackals in scenes of politi- 
cal allegory; reflections of glob- 
alisation from lower Bridge to 
Manhattan; rural idylls and film 
fantasies. In 1994 the exhibition 
travelled to Fukuoka Art Mu- 
seum in Japan, where Shireen 
Akbar acted as guest curator. 

In 1991 Akbar was appoint- 
ed by the Victoria and Albert 
Museum as South Asian Arts 
Education Officer, working 
to build links between the mu- 
seum’s Nehru Gallery and 
Britain’s South Asian commu- 
nities. Joining the museum in 
the week of a devastating cy- 


clone which killed thousands of 
delta dwellers in Ban gigAnth, 
she made an instant impact by 
or ganising an ev ening <atar ran- 

cert to fond a cyclone shelter. 
On this occasion, as in so many 
of the gatherings she organised, 
she created an atmosphere of 
enchantment. 

Shireen Akbarwas a beauti- 
ful woman who loved to dress 
well, making the most of the tex- 
tiles with which she worked and 
enjoying dramatic jewellery. 
Her fragile beauty never hid the 
fire within her, whose sparks in- 
spired and sometimes alarmed 
those around her. She had au- 
tocratic charm which she used 
to great effect to bring her ex- 
traordinary dreams into reality. 

When her marriage ended 
Akbar undertook die painful 
but creative process of building 
a new life, sustained by the sup- 
port of her daughter and her 


many loving friends around the 
world. This journey was inter- 
rupted when die developed 
breasi cancer in early 1994. 
With characteristic courage she 
spoke of her experience in Ben- 

detera^ne^U) increase Asian 
women’s awareness of breast 
cancer and treatments and 
break the stigma of “women’s 
cancer”. She fought hard to re- 
cover and was frill of life and wit, 

^*?he last o^ShireeaAkbar’s 
magical achievements, the 
Mughal Tfcnt project, brought 
together all the strands of her 
life: her passions for Endian art 
and cultural synthesis; her 
commitment to women; her 
determination to achieve the 
seemingly impossible and her 
ability to break boundaries. 
The exquisite panels which will 
form the tent have been em- 


broidered by women’s groups 
from lower Hamlets to Som- 
erset, Madras to South Africa. 
Many have been created by 
groups of South Asian women 
with whom Shireen Akbar 
worked at the museum, most of 
whom had never entered such 
a place before. Akbar inspired 
them to see the relevance of the 
Nehni Gallery’s colkxtion of 
South Asian art and artefacts to 
their own fives and identities 
and to create their own richly 
worked and beautiful pieces in 
response. The result is a unique 
celebration of women, life and 
creativity.' 

Caroline Adams 
and Annie Rae 


Shireen NishatHasib, education- 
ist: bom Calcutta 30 Jufy 1944; 
married 1968 Anwar Akbar (one 
daughter; marriage dissolved); 
died London 7 March 1997. 


Otto John 


It was something of an in- 
ternational sensation when Otto 
John turned up on 11 August 
1954 in East Berlin. 

He had gone missing on 20 
July while attending a com- 
memoration of the anti-Hitler 
July plot of 1944. Good-looking 
well-built, smartly tailored, 
charming and blond, John, then 
45 wars old, looked like a 1930s 
Glm acLor. He was in fact the 
head of West Germany's inter- 
nal security organ, the* Federal 
Office for the Protection of the 
Constitution (Bundesamt fur 
Verfassungsschucz or BfV.) Al a 
press conference held in East 
Berlin John attacked West Ger- 
many , warning that the Nazis 
were again in the ascendancy. 

His outpourings were a bit- 
ter blow to Konrad Adenauer's 
government in Bonn, at a time 
when many abroad were still 
suspicious of the rapidly devel- 
oping West German stale. How- 
ever, they were very useful to 
the Soviets, less sure of them- 
selves after the death of Stalin 
in 1 953 and hoping to gather to- 



John: imprisoned for treason 
Photograph: Camera Press 

get her anti-Adenauer “nation- 
al" conservatives to opt for a 
more pro-Soviet solution to 
the division of Germany. In De- 
cember 1955, John reappeared 
in the West claiming he had es- 
caped. He also claimed he had 
been drugged by the West 
Berlin medical practitioner 
Wolfgang Wohlgemuth and tak- 
en to East Berlin against his wilL 
He had spoken ar the press con- 


ference because he feared for 
his safety. John's version of 
events was not believed and he 
was tried for treason and sen- 
tenced, in December 1956, to 
four years' imprisonment. 

Bora in Marburg in 1909, the 
son of a minor civil servant, Otto 
John studied law in Berlin in the 
1920s. His talent and an abili- 
ty to make contacts with the 
right people led to his ap- 
pointment as a leading legal ad- 
viser to the German airline 
Lufthansa in 1937. 

Although a ladies’ man, John 
did not marry until 1949, when 
he married a singer seven years 
his senior. Thus he w as free in 
the Nazi era to pursue bis risky 
political interests. John and his 
brother Hans John, also a 
lawyer, who worked in the Air 
Ministry, were involved in the 
anti-Nazi military resistance 
before the Second World War. 
Otto used his position at 
Lufthansa to fly to neutral 
Spain and Portugal to sound out 
the Western Allies on their al- 
titude to an anti- Hitler gov- 


ernment. He was certainly a 
brave man who risked his life on 
any number of occasions re- 
laying the messages from the 
plotters to the Western powers. 
When the putsch against Hitler 
finally took place, on 20 July 
1944, Otto John managed to 
leave the headquarters of the 
plotters in Bendler Strasse, 
Berlin, just before the revolt col- 
lapsed. Four days later he got 
to neutral Spain on a Lufthansa 
flight - bis brother was not so 
lucky. 

Later, under the name of Os- 
kar Jurgens, John worked for 
the British Secret Intelligence 
Service. He was flown from Lis- 
bon to Britain where, unknown 
to John, his controller, Kim FhD- 

5 ', was working for the Soviet 
nion. Fhilby, following Sovi- 
et instructions, had no interest 
in the German resistance's 
succeeding. 

John helped the British in- 
terrogating German officers at 
the Bridgend prison camp. In 
1949, he assisted the British in 
the controversial prosecution of 


Field Marshal von Manstein. 
This placed him on the black- 
list of the surviving Wehnnacht 
officers, including General 
Reinhard Gehlen- In the same 
year the new President of the 
Federal Republic (West Ger- 
many), Professor Theodor 
Heuss, urged John to help in re- 
building his shattered country 
' by working for the new state. 

With British influence being 
brought in play, John was ap- 
pointed President of the BfV m 
1950. Gehlen was already in- 
stalled as an American protfigfi 
in charge of collecting external 
intelligence material, espedal- 
lyin the Soviet bloc Gehlen was 
a professional, haying worked 
as head of the German army’s 
intelligence service on the East 
front. John was an amateur 
who wanted to avoid his office 
becoming a kind of secret po- 
lice, let alone another Gestapo. 

John soon had a reputation 
for being a dilettante and a 
drunk. It could not have been 
easy for him - Adenauer turned 
a blind eye to dossiers on many 


former Nazis who were re- 
cruited to construct the new 
state and its economy. Many in 
Germany at that time regard- 
ed the July plotters as traitois 
who had stabbed the fighting 
troops in the back, although lat- 
er they were to be regarded as 
heroes who had saved the 
honour of Germany. 

After his release from prison, 
John diose to live in Austria for 
the remaining years of his fife, 
an the time protesting his in- 
nocence. On five occasions he 
sought to get German courts to 
clear his name. His last at- 
tempt was in 1995. He failed 
and, officially at any rate, died 
a traitor. The full truth we are 
never likely to know. Neither 
the statements of former KGB 
officers nor the opening of the 
East German archives have 
revealed the full story. 

David CUkls 


Otto John, secret agent: bom 
Marburg an der Lafui Germany 
1909; married 2949; died Inns- 
bruck Austria 26 March 1997. 


Michael Braun 


George Milner 


r> 


George Mflner was a leading an- 
alytical chemist who made out- 
standing contributions u> his 

professionally. Most of his ca- 
reer was spent in pubUc service, 

mainly in die sphere of atomic 
energy, where he became head 
in 1958 of the Actinide Analy- 
sis Group at the Atomic Ener- 
gy Research Establishment, 
until his retirement in 1983. 

At Harwell Milner led a team 
of analysts that built an in- 
reraatiosal reputation for the 

quality and iaMvativeMSS of its 

work m the exacting field of at- 
omic energy. His judgement 
mri nytfr” lnfW!neaa set the stan- 
dards which led to success in 
characterising the materials 
essential to the developing 
industry. 

Not only was it essential to 

before and 
after irradiation, it was also im- 
portant to characterise the wide 
variety of metals, alloys, ce- 
ramics and fluids used in the 
construction and operation of 
nuclear reactors and plant. So- 
lutions were needed that could 
be applied, with safety, to the 
-analysis of radioactive materi- 
als, including thorium, uranium, 
plutonium and higher actinides, 
and involved operations in 
glove boxes and high-activity 
shielded cells. 

As analytical chemistry ad- 
vanced technically, the methods 
and instrumentation introduced, 
into the Actinide Analysis 
Group kept pace with modern 
standards, ever improving over 
the years, which produced a 
sound foundation that lives on 
today in the UK Atomic Ener- 
gy Authority (UKAEA) and 
its fledgling, privatised offshoot, 
AEA Technology pic. 

Mitoeris personal forte was in 
the field of electrochemical 
analysis, particularly the de- 

coufometry, ei^ti^methods 
of identifying elements and 
measuring them quantitive ly. 
While the former has been 
largely displaced by more mod- 
em methods of trace element 
analysis, the latter continues to 
be an important technique for 
the high accuracy determination 
of plutonium which features 
today in the control of nuclear 
materials for International Safe- 
guards purposes. 

In 1957, Milner published an 
authoritative and comprehen- 
sive book, Principles and Appli- 
cations of Polarography and 
Other Related techniques. He 
also co-authored Coulomeuy 
in Analytical Chemistry (1967), 
with the late G. Phillips, a 
member of his team. 

He took advantage of spec- 
trophotometry (a method of 
measurement using colour) in 
its early days for trace element 
analysis, as well as, separation 
methods based on solvent ex- 
traction and chromatography as 
they developed. While the con- 
fidential nature of his work of- 
ten prevented its publication 
openly, his researches on the 
analysis of exotic and less com- 
mon elements appeared in rel- 
evant scientific journals, and 
their value won him awards and 
built his acknowledged reputa- 
tion as a leader in his field. 

Mflner was the son of a mas- 
ter builder. He was bora in 1918, 
at Rossington in West York- 
shire, and was brought up in 


Benno Premsda, window dress- 
er, died 27 March, aged 76. Gave 
over the windows of the Ams- 
terdam store De Bijenkorf as 
a platform for local photogra- 
phers and artists. An early 
activist for Dutch gay rights. 


The launch of iheTi/anic musi- 
cal on Broadway has already in- 
spired a flotilla of showbiz 
folklore which the unexpected 
death of Michael Braun joins. 
Braun, found dead in his apart- 
ment on the first day of rehear- 
sals, was prominently featured 
on the musical's advertising as 
one of its two producers but, if 
his exact role now seems am- 
biguous. it is nothing compared 
to the machinations Of Braun’s 
own mythic existence. 

A Zelig of the counter- 
culture, Braun might have copy- 
righted the phrase “Been there, 
done that". Whilst he had lived 
everywhere and seemingly met, 
interviewed or cohabited with 
evetv famous figure of the 


late 20th century, he also had 
specific claims to feme. 

The Beatles penned “Paper- 
back Writer" about him, he 
was Roman Polanski’s com- 
panion and comforter during 
the long evening when he was 
called from California to be told 
of Sharon late's murder, the 
producer Julia Phillips (author 
of Tbf/ff Never Eat Lunch in This 
Town Again) conadered him the 
most enigmatic, privately 
wealthy man in Hollywood, but 
he was also a homeless acade- 
mic, penniless flaneur and 
eclectic expert on every thing 
from international finance to 
19tb-oentmy English literature. 

Braun was born in New York 
City, the son of a lawyer (sub- 


sequently never his favoured 
breed), and may have attended 
the prestigious Walden School 
though a Bronx high school 
seems more probable. He had 
an affection for Ivy League ed- 
ucation not necessarily depen- 
den ton his own attendance, for 
though he supposedly graduat- 
ed from Harvard in 1958, that 
institution's records seem patchy 
on the point. Interviewing the 
Black Panther Eldridge Denver 
in his African exile, Braun made 
clear his belief in the Ivy 
League's redemptive potential, 
repeatedly exclaiming: “You 
don't have to do this, you could 
still gel into Harvard.” Likewise 
it is not dear whether his son 
attended Oxford, or exists. 


What can be authenticated is 
that Braun first travelled the 
world as cabin boy and found 
himself in Loudon in the early 
Sixties as assistant to Stanley 
Kubrick, who had moved there 
to make Lolita and Dr Strtmge- 
love. He then started to work as 
a journalist for the Sunday Times 
and the Observer at the height 
of their reputation, and in this 
capacity followed a new band 
called the Beaties on their first 
British tour. Braun became 
friendly with them and pub- 
lished the earliest Beatles book, 
the tour diary Love Me Do . /, 
republished by Penguin in 1995. 

Remaining part of the British 
music scene and attendant 
“Swinging London” phenome- 


na, Braun started working for 
Roman Polanski, though as al- 
ways his precise office remained 
undefined. 

As a globetrotting writer 
Braun covered all the quintes- 
sential trouble spots of the era, 
from Vietnam to South Africa, 
Russia to Cuba, but hardly lim- 
ited himself to war and revolu- 
tion, becoming friendly with 
Borges and Nabokov as well as 
countless stars in the enter- 
tainment fi r ma m ent. This fed to 
his relocation in 1970s Los An- 
geles, a dangerous time and 
place for anyone genetically 
inclined to recreational nar- 
cotics. During that legendary 
coke decade Braim was busy, or 
not, with a quintessential pro- 


ject of the period, produemg a 
film. The Secret Life of Plants 
(1975). Stevie Wonder’s part in 
this was described as: “the most 
curious album in Wonder’s ca- 
reer, ostensibly a soundtrack for 
a film few people saw, if indeed 
it was ever released". 

Seventies Hollywood may 
now be the stuff of glamorous 
nostalgia but it was less con- 
structive for those living there, 
and Braun's health - not to 
mention reputation - was prob- 
ably permanently dented by 
this epoch. Braun returned to 
New York, living by all ac- 
counts id a homeless shelter 
whilst fraternising with some of 
the wealthiest American heirs 
and pursuing his endless intel- 


lectual interests, Proust reading 
groups, political activism, or. 
the structure and history of 
confidence tricks. 

Braim had a strong attraction 
to those whose personal myth- 
ology was not limited by prosaic 
biographical feet Jerzy Kosin- 
ski was a favourite, and: some of 
his friends were, technically, bla- 
tant criminals. Leaving behind 
a tangled tagfiatelle of con- 
tractual mysteries, including 
whether he was 55 or 60, Braun 
was buried in his ubiquitous 
sweat dothes surrounded by 
chanting Buddhist monks from 
his- sister’s ashram. Appropri- 
ately enough several fist fights 
broke out round the body otthis 
arch manipulator, masterful 


nearby Hatfield. He was edu- 
cated at Doncaster Grammar 
School followed by Sheffield 
- University where he gained a 
first class degree in science. His 
interest in both chemistry and 
physics led to Membership of 
the Institute of Physics in 
1947 and establishment as a 
Ftellow of the Royal Institute of 
Chemistry in 1948. 

During the Second World 
V&r, Mflner worked for the Ad- 
miralty in the new Bragg Lab- | 
oratory of the Naval Ordnance - 
Inspection Laboratory in 
Sheffield, applying himself to 
the development of new ap- 
proaches in the analysis of 
metals and alloys. 

In 1946 he was appointed as 
a Lecturer in Chemisby at what 
is now Hull University. There 
he aided Professor Biyomor 
Jones, who later became Vice- 
Chancellor, to set up the 
chemistry laboratories. His as- 
sociation with atomic energy be- 
gan in 1948 when he returned 
to the Bragg Laboratory to 
work on analytical develop- 
ments for the national pro- 
gramme. As a consequence, in / 
1951 he joined the Analytical ■ 
Chemistry Branch of (he Chem- 
istry Division at AERE. Har- 
well. He travelled widely 
preseating the work of his 
group to scientific bodies here 
and abroad, building his in- 
ternational reputation. His em- 
inence as an analytical chemist 
was also recognised by the So- 
ciety for Analytical Chemistry 
in 1972 when they awarded 
him their prestigious Gold 
Medal, their highest accolade. 

The profession of analytical 
chemistry owes much to Milner. 

Up to the amalgamation of the 
Society of Analytical Chem- 
istry with the Chemical Society 
in 1975, be served the former 
both as its Treasurer and its fi- 
nal President. He played a cen- 
tral role in the amalgamation 
process that unified the na- ^ 
lion's societies devoted to 
chemistry. 

During the initial “trial” pe- 
riod, the SAC continued to ex- 
ist long enough to celebrate its 
Centenary under Milner's pres- 
idency. On final amalgama- 
tion, he ensured that the SAC's 
special responsibility for pro- 
moting Analytical Chemistry 
was guaranteed in the future by 
transferring its assets into the 
new Analytical Chemistry Trust 
Fund. This now supports much 
university research, as well as 
the promotion of the profession, 
to its lasting benefit 

On the formation of the An- 
alytical Division of the new 
amalgamated society, Milner 
was invited to serve as its fim 
President. After retirement he 
continued to give voluntary ser- 
vice to the profession and to 
the end was the Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees of the 
Analytical Methods Trust > 

As a young man, Milner was ’• 
an active sportsman represent- 
ing his school and university at 
rugby football, and playing 
squash and tennis. In later 
years, he found relaxation 
through walking and gardening. 

J. W. McMillan 

George William Colin Milner, an- 
alytical chemist: bom Fossington. 
West Yorkshire 20 January 1918; 
married 1947 Irene Cressey 
(one doughtier); died Abingdon, 
Oxfordshire 16 February 1997. 


Carroll James Jnr, disc jockey, 
died Silver Spring, Maryland, 24 
March, aged 60. The first disc 
jockey to play a Beatles record . 
on US radio: “I Want to Hold - 
Your Hand", on WWDC 17 
December 1963. 



Bean there, donathaf 


provocateur and “unknown 
legend in his time”. 

Adrian DtfMtt 

Michael Braim, journalist and pro- 
ducerbamNe »■ Yark28Aprd 1936; 
dud New York 27 January 1997. 
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Announcements for Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births. 
Adoptions, Marriages, Deaths. Memo- 
rial strikes, Wedding anniversaries, la 
Mcmottaml should be sent in writing 
to the Gazette Editor The Independent, 
1 Canada Square. Canary Wharf, Lon- 
don EI4 5DL, telephoned to 0171-293 
2011 (24-hoar answering machine 
0171-293 2012) or taxed to 0171-293 
2010, and are charmed at £630 a line 
i VAT extra). OTHER Gazette an- 

Doom-emails i notices. fanctlaas. Forth- 
coming marriages, Marriages) most be 
submitted tn writing (or Eued) and are 
charged at £10 a line, VAT extra. They 
shook! be accompanied by a daytime 

telephone number. 


Chancing of the Guard 

TJx IlnurbnU Cmln Mooned theian.nl 
snat-ilr Un«o» UfcGtunluHscscdvanb. 
1 1 in No Tr.mfoS* CMukxd bmth mum 
due Uimn't Omni. al Itndktnet— Pam*. 
1 l-ikim. hand provided b» tfae Vfebh duank 


Birthdays 

Mr George Baker, actor and writer, 
66; MrCynog Dalis MP, 59; Mr David 
Davies, chairman and chief executive, 
Johnson Mat they, 57; The Rev Noth 
man Drummond. Scottish Governor. 
BBC. and Chair man, Broadcasting 
Council for Scotland, 45; Mr Alex 
Falconer, MEP, 57; Professor Rod- 
erick Floud. Provost. London Guild- 
hall University, 55; Sir Anthony GW, 
chairman. Docklands li ght Rail- 
way, 67; Mr David Gower, cricketer, 
40; Sir Nicholas Henderson, former 
diplomat. 7& Miss Gaie Johnson 
Houghton, jockey, 5ft The Earl of 
Bcbester, managing director. Coun- 
ty Border Newspapers, 77; Baroness 
McFadane of Uandaff, professor 
emeritus. Department of Nursing, 
Manchester Unhwsfty, 71; Professor 


Maxwell McGlashan, chemist, 73; 
Miss Aii MacGraw, actress, 59; Sir 
William Macpherson of Chixzy, for- 
mer High Court judge, 71; Mr 
WUhani Manchester, writer and Pro- 
fessor Emeritus, Wesleyan University, 
75; Maj-Gen Giles Mills, former 
resident Governor, Tbwer of London, 
75: Professor Sir Dimitri Obolensky, 
histo rian, 79; Mis Marie Patterson, 
former TUC president, 63; Miss 
lane Powell, singer and actress, 68; 

Mr Charies H. Price, fonner US am- 
bassador to the UK, 66; Mr Steve 
Race, musician and broadcaster, 7& 
Dr Richard Repp, Master of $t 
Cross College, Oxford, 61; Miss 
Debbie Reynolds, actress, 65; Mr 
Bryan Robertson, writer, historian 
and broadcaster, 72; Mr Arnold 
SfctebottOm, cricketer, 43; Miss Rose- 


mary Spencer, Ambassador to the 
Netherlands. 56; Mr Leonard von 
Geest, chairman, Urtiewoods, 47; Mr 
Dafydd Wlgley MP, 54, Professor Sir 
Dillwyn Williams, former President, 
Royal College of Pathologists. 68. 

Anniversaries 

Blrthm Abbe Prevosi (Antoine- 
JFrancois Prdvost d’Exfles) writer, 
1697; Luigi Sdriavonefti, engraver. 
1765; Prince Otto Eduard Leopold 
eon Bismarck, Statesman, 1815; Ed- 
win Austin Abbey, pateer, 1852; Per: 
rucdoBcnvcnoto Busoni, mnsidan, 
186ft Edmond-Engftie Alexis Ros- 
tand, playwright, 1868; Sergei 
Vhsflievirii Rachmaninov, composer, . 

1873; Edgar Richard Horatio Wak 
lace, journalist and thriller w riter, ; 


1875; Lon (Alonso) Chaney, actor, 
1883; \A&Uace Beery, actor, 1885; 
Baroness Clemen tine Ogfivy 
Spencer-Charchfll (Hazier), 1885; 

. Leonard Bloomfield, Hngtrisr, 1887; 
Daine Cicely Courauadge, actress, 
1893; Edward TSsse, cinematic . 
director, 1897. Deaths: Eleanor of 
Aquitaine. Queen of France and of 
England, 1204; Robert DL King of 
Scotland, 1406; Stgismimd L King of- 
Faland, 1548; Dr John Langborne, 
writer, derfc and trans!ator, 1779; . 
John Frederick Denison Maurice,- 
theologian and founder of Christum 
So cia l ism , 1872; Andreas Achen- 

bacb, landscape and marine painter. - 

1910-JEx-EmperorKari Rranz Josef 
of Austria, 1922; John Aflinson'; 
Hobsofl, ecooomm. 1940; fferenc 
Motaar, playwright, 1952; Lev Davi- 


dovTcb La nd a n , physicist. 1968; Max 
Erast, Surrealist painter and sculp- 
tor, 1976. On this day: Britain de- 
clared war on Prussia, 1806; tbemie 
“Commonwealth of Australia" was 
adopted; 1891 ; the Territorial Army 
was founded, 1908; Old Age pensions 
were first paid (to British subjects 
over the- age of 70), 1909; the Royal 
Air Force came huo bein g as a sep- 
' arate arm, 1918; Adolf Hitler was sen- 
tenced to five years imprisonment, 
1924; a Hebrew University was in, 
a ugursted ty Lord Balfour on Mount 
■ Scopus, Jerusalem, 1925; persecution 
oftbe JewsinGcnnanybegan. 1933; 
London's ' Green Belt legislation 

came into being, 1933; the United 
.States recognised the the Banco gov- 
erameni in Spdo. 1939; the Battle of 
Okinawa . began when US troops 


landed there, 1945; electricity un- 
dertakmgsin Britain, both private and 
nunuctp&l, were nationalised as the 
BrithhEkctrirityAndiority, 1947; the 
Soviet Union began a land blockade 
of Berlin. 1948; Newfoundland, up 
to tMs date a separate Domurion, be- 
came the. 10th province of Canada, 
1949; the world's first meteorologi- 
cal satellite. Tiros 1, was launched by 
the United States, i960; in Manila, 
a disastrous fire destroyed houses 
covering a wide area, rendering 
70,000 homeless, 1971; 590 US pris- 
oners were released by the- North 
Vietnamese, 1973; in Britain, Piv- 
cfaasc’IhxarKS Selective Empfajymeru 
'ftxwereabotished, and \ftiue Added 
Thx (VAST took their place, 1973; 
boundaiy changes were made in 
En gl a n d and mles, which affected 


nearly nil counties, 1974; the mi)i»ty 
side of the Warsaw Pact was dis- 
banded, 1991. Xbday is the Rasl Day 
ofSl Catharine of Pahna, St Gilbert 
of Caithness. St Hugh of Boonevaus, 

St Hugh of Grenoble, St Macarius tte 

Wonderworker, St Melito and St 
YsJoy or fVhJariciis. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Colin WigghB. 

“Drawings (i): drawing On High 
Renaissance". 1 pm. 

British Museum: Barrie Cook, 
“Princely Gifts: coins {or.presen®- 
tian and display", 1.15pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: Susan 
Moms and Alfred Bradley, “April 

Ajq Appropriate PiO*y ajuidc a 

LlOptn. 
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business 


In the company of fledglings and old family firms off the main Exchange 


The killing of the d'* ct- 

* ^Sr 

c , more astonishin** Stock 
^nge decisions of S* 

'Suddenly a range f 

SK5"?- which & in- 
habited the long-established 

Jsj wa, * r share market, and 

of * nvest °rs faced 

oW S' 

old-fash ioned jobber who had 
deal! extensively in the 4.2 

hiTf* 1 ^ oolbali c ^bs were 
5? 5® , *vs speciality - re- 

a i^, d |he Stock Exchange had 
CT ? l K i J share - de aling gap 
which had to be filled. * 

He produced Ofex - Off 
Exchange - to accommodate 
the 4.2 waifs and strays. 

Today the fledgling share 
market, started with 45 
constituents, has a total cap- 
ilalisauon of more than 
l2-3Dn with more than 150 
companies enlisted. A steady 


queue of recruits await the 
call. 

To many private investors 
utex is a mystery. It is difficult 
rar anyone who does not have 
access to a securities screen to 
follow prices. And keeping in 
touch with the news flow,- 
despite strenuous efforts by its 
own information service, is 
difficult. 

Ofex is clearly one of the 
successes of the City share 
market upheaval which 
included the Stock Exchange 
launching AIM, the Alter- 
native Investment Market, to 
replace the old Unlisted 
Securities Market. 

AIM has certai n ly ffKTffjfil 
Stock Exchange hopes, il- 
lustrating the need for a junior 
market. But the extinction of 
the 4.2 facility remains a 
mystery; surely the Slock 
Exchange realised AIM was 
not suitable for many of the 
backwater shares? 

One Stock Exchange official 
was dismissive of the need for 


a “4-2-style market. “Many 
public companies do not need 


a market; they can exist hap- 
pily without one,’' was the 
blinkered view. 

Well, National Parking 
Corporation, the National Car 
Paris and Green Flag group, 
begged to differ. It moved 
from 42 and is the biggest Ofex 
constituent, valued at £643m. 
Weetabix of breakfast fame 
was another to make the 
switch. Its capitalisation is 
£322m. 

Until recently, old est- 
ablished family-run brewers 
such as Shepherd Neame and 
Daniel Tbvnites were among 
the from runners- But, Bke the 
main market, football clubs 
have come to the fore. 

Rangers, the Glasgow dub 
where Joseph Lewis, -the 
Bahamas-based entrepreneur 
said to be Britain's richest 
maw, has a .40 per cent 
interest, has a £2lQm value, 
and Arsenal comes in at 
£196m. 


‘'A * 
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STOCK MARKET WEEK 


DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter 
of the year 


In fifth place is Display IT, 
worth £85 5m, a young group 
offering share price and other 
financial information. Some 
believe it will emerge as a 
rival to Reuters. 

The top companies display 
just what Ofex is largely all 
about. A mixture of old, 
established businesses where 
the passiag of time has required 
the need for a share-dealing 
facility and brash, start-up 

® r 22P s * ■ 

There is an even wider 
appeal. For example Text 100, 
a PR firm with profits of more 
than £lm,went to Ofex partly 
in order to offer a window for 
share options; Wellington 
Market Co, established by 
Royal Charter in 1244, used 


Ofex for raising £lm through 
an open offer and preference 
conversion. It has 22 mar- 
kets. 

Many Ofex companies are 
□or for the squeamish: some 
constituents feel obliged to 
issue wealth warnings in their 
prospectuses. 

Yet the fringe market has, so 
far, not encountered any 
disasters. A couple of com- 
panies are Struggling to survive 

and there was the high-profile 
Skynet episode. 

The car security group's 
shares returned earlier this 
year following a £1 .7m cash- 
raising exercise. The} 1 had been 
suspended when a move to the 
Alternative Investment Market 
collapsed and the Securities 


and Futures Authority (SFA) 
started to investigate a rip- 
roaring performance which 
sent the shares surging from a 
275p placing to 275p- 

Skynet, now much chas- 
tened, trades at 48p. 

Still, Ofex is bound to 
produce volatile sham mov- 
ements. Motion Media, dev- 
eloping video telephones, and 
Display IT are two active con- 
stituents. 

And last week Bestodds, 
offering a radio paging seiviw 
for punters, jumped 1 ,300p 10 
4v300p on its dibut. 

Mr Jenkins’ company, JL 
Jenkins, owns Ofex and 
nrovides the market -making 
facility, dealing with St< 

“ * : firms. He beep 

on pro c e e d ings, k- - 
, not difficult to get ; 
company on to the fringe 
market but a vetting panel - 
accountant, solicitor, fund 
manager and banker - exam- 
ine new arrivals. 

The growth of Ofex - and 


probably tl»« Skynet mis- 
adventure - have prompted 
thoughts about defining and 
tightening tip market con- 
duct. 

A revised code of practice 
is bring prepared. The new 
guidelines, soon to go 
trough the consultative stage 
with market-users and com- 
panies involved asked for 
ifceir observations, will, n is 
booed, strengthen controls 
and add a little sophistication 
to what in some quarters, is 
sdU seen as something of a 

maverick market on the lines 
of the old Vancouver 
exchange. 

If it continues to grow at us 
present rate more official and 
officious bodies may get 
involved. A share market with, 
say, 500 constituents may be 
regarded as too large to be 
ignored by the regulatory 
authorities. 

It would be ironic if Mr 
Jenkins one day found himself 
running a form of Ofex-cum- 


AIM. under the supervision of 
the Stock Exchange. 

It t> surprising that the Ofex 
success has not prompted im- 
itations. There is obviously a 
need for lightly regulated 
markets catering for old- 
established companies with 
long, or modest, shareholder 
registers, and start-up busi- 
nesses needing access to 
money-raising facilities. 

Mr’ Jenkins' long career in 
the old 4.2 market gave him a 
shrewd insight into the needs 
of the companies the Stock 
Exchange decided to aban- 
don. 

With so much of the secu- 
ritics industry now outside 
the control of the Stock Ex- 
change it would not be sur- 
prising if attempts were made 
to bring Mr Jenkins' creation 
into the fold. 

There are already links; his 
market-making company is a 
Stock Exchange member and 
jobs in a range of shares 
traded on the official market. 
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set to 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


One of Britain's leading prop- 
erty developers is set to cash in 
for a second time on the com- 
pany that forced Barclays Bank 
to write-off a record £200m, 
victim of the biggest -ever de- 
fault on a property loan. 

Martin Myers is planning to 
buy imry. one of the’, best- 
known property developers to 
spring up in the late- 1980s 
property boom, from Barclays, 


eight years after netting £15m 
from its Sale to a heavily in- 
. debted company backed by the 
bank. Bard ays was left owning 
Imry after Marketchicf, the 
company to which it lent £20Qm 
at the peak' of the last proper- 
ty cycle, collapsed. 

As well as the £15m he made 
in 1989 when he and fellow de- 
veloper Martin Landau sold 
Imry for £3 14m to Marketchief, 
Mr Myers has struck a secret 
deal with the .bank which will 
give- him a further unspecified 



payout on the final unwinc 
of Imry, which he has i 
throughout th : various phases 
ofitsownershij .It is understood 
he will receiv : that incentive 
evenifhehiras :lf is the ultimate 
buyer of the c impany. 

If Mr Myers is successful in 
his bid to buy what remains of 
Imry after the sale last month 
of most of its assets to Rodam- 
co, a Dutch property company, 
he may stand to make a third 
fortune bom the company if he 
is successful in building it up and 


selling or floating it on the 
stock market. 

The proposed deal would 
give Mr Myers control of a 
planned £250m shopping cen- 
tre development in Southamp- 
ton. that has yet to be built, and 
an investment portfolio worth 
an estimated £118m. Last 
month, Imry’s other assets, in- 
cluding the Shires shopping 
centre in Leicester and Dsnllers 
House, an office block in Ham- 
mersmith. were sold to Ro- 
damco for £24 9m. 


Barclays, which has always 
made dear that it was only hold- 
ing Imry for resale under the 
management of Mr Myers, was 
originally negotiating a s a le of 
the whole of Imry to Rodazsco, 
but Chris Bartram, head of the 
Dutch company’s UK arm, 
pulled out only hours before the 
signing of final contracts. 

He is understood to have had 
second thoughts about the value 
of the Southampton develop- 
ment. Cheisfield, another 
potential buyer of Imry, also 


pulled out. of negotiations after 
doe diligence on the Southamp- 
ton site. 

A Barclays spokesman would 
hot comment on any incentive 
payments it plans to make to Mr 
Myers on the final disposal of 
Imry nor. on whether it wasne- 
gotiatmg a sale to imn. The bank . 
simply said it was no longer hi 
discussions with Rodamco, 
which was rumoured to have re- 
opened negotiations over the 
Imry assets it failed to buy last 
month. 


The imminent resolution of 
Barclays’ Imry problem will 
bring to an end one of the 


When Imry was sold to Mar- 
ketchief ft was making profits of 
„only£Z2m but Barclays was pre- 
pared to lend £200m to an ac- 
quisition vehicle that required 
upwards of £50m a year simply 
to service its debts. 

When the assumptions on 
which Marketchief was pre- 
mised— falling interest rates and. 
• rising asset values which would 


allow disposals to fund debt re- 
payments - failed to materialise, 
the company went under. It hod 
been set up with just £Sm of eq- 
uity and more than £300m of 
debu 

Barclays was the most active 
bank in the fevered property 
lending market of the late 
1980s, specialising in so-called 
relationship banking in which it 
backed such individuals as Ger- 
ald Ronson, of Heron Interna- 
tional and SpcyhawkY Trevor 
Osborne. 



Roller-coaster Dow 
leaves markets 
braced for turmoil 


David Usbome 
and Tom Stevenson 

Dealers are bracing themselves 
for volatile trading today after 
shares plunged again on Will 
Street yesterday. Equities are 
expected to take their cue from 
a US market that returned 
from the shorter American 
Easier holiday as nervously as 
it had entered the break. 

After a 1 40- point fall hast 
Thursday in New York,' the- 
Dow Jones index fell sharply in 
early trading yesterday as deal- 
ers banked on another rise in 
.American interest rates fol- 
lowing last week's quarter-point 
increase. The Dow was trading 
107.64 points off at 6.632.95 in 
midday trading, having been 
140.8 down at mid : moming. 

Shares were especially ner- 
vous ahead of economic data 
this week that could shape per- 
ceptions about inflation, inter- 
est rates and the stock market's 
future health. Later today the 
March survey of manufacturing 
conditions from the National 
.Association of Purchasing Mdn- 
agemcnl will be published. 
vvhile on Friday the Labor 
Department releases the March, 
employment report. 

The slide resumed immedi- 
ately after the opening bell yes-, 
terday. leading to an early- 
activation of computerised trad-; 
ing curbs on the New York 


Stock Exchange. It was a simi- 
lar story of pain elsewhere. 
The .technology-heavy Nasdaq 
exchange was also hurting badly 
yesterday - off more than 15 
paints, at midday. The Ameri- 
can Stock Exchange composite 
index was also down 5.74. 

Nor was there much help 
forthcoming from the bond 
market.- where the yield on the 
benchmark 30-year Ireasuiy 
bond* after steadying briefly in 
•early trading, began to climb 
again. At last Thursday's close, 
the yield was at 7.08 per cent, 
its highest level since -last 
September. . 

Once bond yields break 
through the 7 per cent barrier, 
investors often begin looking 
■towards the bond market and 
away from equities as the best 
place for their dollars. 

Most analysts continued to 
attribute the onset of market 
turbulence to last week’s Fed- 
eral Reserve decision to raise 
.short-term interest rates by a 
quarter-point. There is still con- 
’ cero that further increases may 
be around the comer. 

Fuelling that worry was ad- 
ditional datayesterday pointing 
to an -overly healthy US econ- 
omy. The Commerce’ Depart- 
ment reported that Americans’ 
personal income jumped 0.9 per 
cent in February, the largest 
gain in rune months. 

While spending grew by a 


much more modest 03 per 
cent - the smallest gain since for 
six months - it came after a frill 
1 per cent surge in January. 

“The data will keep the mar- 
ket on the defensive,” said 
Peter Cardillo of Westfolia In- 
vestments. “If the numbers con- 
tinue to strengthen, it will raise 
questions about when the Fed- 
eral Reserve wifl raise interest 
rates again." 

Michael Metz, chief invest- 
ment strategist at Oppenbeimer 
& Co. said earnings momentum 
going into the second quarter 
was another big worry for in- 
vestors. 

“As the quarter begins, there 
will be a lot more concern that 
earnings wfl] disappoint," Mr 
Metz said. “I think the market 
is in a difficult position in which 
the economy will do very well, 
interest rates will edge up, and 
earnings will not follow suit." 

In spite of the darkening en- 
vironment, most Wall Street 
observers continued to warn 
against over-reacting. “This has 
been a normal correction, and 
the excuse has been interest 
rates," remarked A1 Goldman 
of AG Edwards in New York. 
“There has been a realisation 
the market was short-term over- 
bought and due for a correc- 
tion." Since its best-ever high of 
7,085 on 11 March, the Dcrw had 
slipped about 6-5 per cent by 
yesterday. 


Sales roar ahead as balmy weather drives DIY fans barmy 



Britain's leading DIY retailers have reported buoyant 
trading aver the Easter weekend boosted by the good 
weather. B&Q, Sainsbury’s Homebase and Do-lt-AU said 
sales had been better than expected with sales of lawn 
mowers, garden furniture and painting and decorating 
equipment all strong. Easter is always a key time for the 
DIY superstores though retailers had been cautious 
ahead of this weekend as Easter fell early. “All the signs 
are that we’ve had a very good Easter,” said Ross 
McLaren, managing director of Sainsbury’s Homebase. 


“It has not been a recottf weekend but 'sates are up on 
last yeak. The good weather has certainly helped.” * 

B&Q said sales were up on last year with stores 
.“f an tastically busy”. Do-lt-AII in Borehamwood said 
gardening sales were up 150 per cent on last year. B&Q 
opened 10 garden centres on Easter Sunday, exploiting a 
loophole in the Sunday trading legislation. It got round 
the laws by moving tills and products outside the doors 
and said safes had gone “quits wafl”. 

Photograph: Jason Bye 


In Brief 


• The Japanese government has announced a ¥380bn (£1.9bn ) 
rescue package designed to kick-start thc countiys moribund prop- 
erty market, though analysis said the package' did not represent 
a complete solution to the property bad debts on Japanese banks 
books, which are cslimated to be -worth up to ¥3Q.Q00bn. The 
key part of the reforms is the easing of rules that will allow prop- 
erty held as collateral to be turned into securities to be sold to 
investors. 

• Hammcrson is thought to have rejected the idea of a hostile 
bid for property industry rival ME PC after the two companies aban- 
doned merger talks. Both companies suffered heavily from the ef- 
fects of the recession on the commercial property industry and MEPC 
has struggled to recover as quickly as Hamraerson has under new 
chief executive Ron Spinney. The impetus for the talks is thought 
to have come from MEPC’s leading shareholders, including PDFM. 

• Estate agents are at their most optimistic for three years, ac- 
cording to a su rvey by Birmingham Midshires building society. Four 
out uf five believe the market ^gathering pace. Though" bouse 
prices have steadied in, the fast six months, they are 10 per cent 
higher than this time last year. Agents predict a further 6 per cent 
rise over the next .year. TTifec- and four-bedroom homes are the 
most popular: One*bedroom properties are hardest to selL • 

• The chief executive of Tesfco Personal Finance, the financial 
services joint venture between Tesco and the Royal Bank of Scot- 
land. is to he Derek Sadi, former managing director of 3i Group. 
Rowley Ago . a director of Tesco, is to be chairman. 

• The first quarter of ISfiff was the quietest for stock mar ket - 
flotations for several years, according to a survey by KPMG Cor- 
porate Finance. Flotations were up from 16 to 20 but generated 
only £240 m. compared with over £2bn in the the same period last 
year. KPMG said uncertainty aver the election was partly to blame: 

• British Airways has clinched a five-year deal with Ryder to 
outsource its Ground Fleet Services vehicle management and main- 
tenance work Heathrow and Gatwiclc. Most of GFS’s staff will 
move to Ryder and the remainder wilL take early retirement, vol- 
untary redundancy or other BA jobs. 


Grocers grab 15% of video and CD market 


Nfeel Cope ’ 

City Correspondent 


The big supermarket groups 
have grabbed a 15 per cent 
share of the UK’s music and 
video sales and could account 
for a quarter of the market with- 
in three years, according to a 
new report. 

The latest issue of UK Retail 
Report, by retail consultants 
Corporate Intelligence, says 
sales of music and video prod- 
ucts by the big four - super- 
markets topped £400m last 


year. With the UK entertain- 
ment market worth £2.9bh, that 
means Tesco, Sainsbury’s, Safe- 
way and Asda saw their share 
of the UK market rise from 10 
per cent in 1995 to 15 per cent 
last year. 

As the grocers cut prices on 
the biggest-selling chart com- 
pact discs and videos, the report 
says they will continue to exert 
pressure on rival retailers in the 
market, particularly WH Smith, 
Our Price and Boots. 

“It is just another example of 
a product area where the super- 


markets are creaming off die 
volume end of the market," says 
Corporate Intelligence’s Robot 
Clark. 

He points to sectors such as 
petrol, health and beauty 
products and books as other 
examples of the supermarkets’ 
successful drive into non-food 
areas. 

The report says that the re- 
tailers most vulnerable to the 
supermarket's relentless march 
are WH Smith and Boots. 
“These stores rely on women 
and older shoppers for a ma- 


jority of their music sales, in con- 
trast to specialist shops like 
HMV and Virgin,” Mr Clark 
says. “But they do not offer suf- 
ficient breadth of range or qual- 
ity of service to differentiate 
themselves from the crowd.” 

He adds that Our Price, 
which still operates from rela- 
tively small stores, could suffer 
for similar reasons. 

Specialists such as Tower 
Records, whose six large stores 
give it 1.4 per cent of the UK 
market, should continue to 
prosper as it stocks a huge 


range of back catalogue music 
and videos. Kingfish er’s Music 
and Video Club should be pro- 
tected as it specialises in dis- 
counted back catalogue CDs, 
which are unlikely tote targeted 
by the supermarkets. . - 

Hie smaller, independent re- 
tailers will have to carve out 
their own individual niche to 
survive, says Mr Clark. 

Though the report rules out 
a price war, it says that the 
supermarkets will embark on a 
“war of attrition" to win further 
market share.. 


Terminal 
cloud in 
open skies 

Michael Harrison 


British Midland, the country's 
second-biggest scheduled air- 
line. warned yesterday that the 
completion of open skies across 
Europe could be held back by 
capacity restrictions at its 
biggest airports. 


m today any European 
carrier will be. allowed to 
operate domestkrservices in any 
other member state - the third 
and final phase of the European 
Com missi on’s deregulation of 
the' air line market 

But British Midland, one of 
the pioneers of European lib- 
eralisation, said it feared this 
would not usher in cheap fares 
and increased competition be- 
cause of airport overcrowding. 

Sir Michael Bishop, the air- 
line’s chairman, said: “The re- 
strictions are such that there is 
now unlikely to be an explosion 
of carriers on the major routes, 
bringing down fores and re- 
sulting in more people travel- 
ling abroad, as has happened in 
the US." 

He added that millions of 
travellers were being denied the 
positive effects of competition 
by infrastructure constraints at 
Europe’s busiest airports. 

Heathrow, the world's busiest 
'international airport, is frill and 
even if Terminal 5 is approved 
it wilJ not open until carlfy next 
century. Frankfurt is also be- 
coming capacity constrained 
while Milan's MUate airport is 
foD and Malensa airport will not 
be folly functional for a num- 
ber of years. 

According to a report by 
British Midland, 27 of Europe's 
busiest cross-border routes start 
or finish at airports where 
capacity is constrained. It esti- 
mates there are only 33 
domestic routes in Europe with 
significant potential for new 
entrants to start services. Al- 
though the number of scheduled 
earners operating across 
Europe has risen from 114 in 
1987, when deregulation began, 
to 156 last year, the report says 
the German, Irish, Greek and 
Portuguese markets continue to 
be dominated by one national 
flag carrier. 

The report says there is an ur- 
gent need to expand airport cap- 
acity, tackle the environmental 
problems around airports that 
umit capacity and make better 
use of existing airports. . 


Ascend descends on US rival in $3.7bn deal 


The merger mania in the US 
network computers industry 
continued yesterday when As- 
cend Communications agreed 
to buy its smaller rival Cascade 
Communications in a $3.7bn 
(£231 bn) deaL 

It follows last month's S6bn 
link-up between 3Com and US 
Robotics and last year’s $4bn 
takeover of Stratacom Corpo- 
ration by Cisco Systems, the 
market leader. 

Analysts said the market for 
equipment that links other com- 
puters has been growing quickly 


due to the rapid expansion of 
the Internet and private cor- 
porate networks that link up 
with the World Wide Web. The 
growth of the leading companies 
such as Cisco has increased 
pressure on other players to 
compete for economies of scale 
in the industry’s shake -out. 

The enlarged company will 
retain the Ascend name as well 
as Its headquarters in Alameda, 
California while Cascade said it 
did not expect any job cuts at 
its main base in Westford, Mass- 
achusetts. 


■ Ascend recorded sales of 
$549m last yearwhDe Cascade’s 
sales were $341ra- Under the 
terms of the share-swap Cas- 
cade shareholders will receive 
- 0.7 Ascend shares for each of 
their existing Cascade shares. 

Ascend said the acquisition 
will be one of the largest ever 
in the rapidly growing field of 
network computing. The group 
will take an as yet unspecified 
one-off charge against its third- 
quarter profits to cover the 
merger-related costs. 

Ascend plans to re-organise 


the Cascade bnsiness into four 
divisionsr multi-media access 
products, remote products, ac- 
cess and concentrator prod- 
ucts and core switching systez 
Cascade said yesterday that 
it expected its first-quarter earn- 
ings to be 14-15 cents. , below 
analysts' estimates. • 

’ ■ Commenting on the deaL 
Asceotfs president mid chief ex- 
ecutive Mory Ejabat said: “The 
combination of products, tech- 
nologies and sales channels will 
position Ascend as one of the 
Industry's premier providers.” - 
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What Brown should budget for after the election 
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this would be it, and 
zhere wi/l be pressure 
for a decision as earty 
as this summer* 



A fter 18 years in opposition, the urge | 
io act wJi sit heavily on the shoulders 

elects °fk- a Ngw Laboor ««wcnmieai* if 
elected tins summer. Yei history counsels 

raution, since several previous athninist- ' 
ratonsha^ in effect. Mown their inheritance 
m me first few weeks of office. 

Even now, ft is possible to meet people, 
especaaily in the City, who see Messrs Blair 
and Brown as frontmen, and who expect a 
rapjd lurch to the lefi should Labour win 
Power. They point to the disastrous example 
of the victorious Wilson «eam in 1974, the 
most obvious example of a left-of-centre 
government attempting to imp lement an old- 
fashioned programme of “tax and spend". 
This quickly foundered, and Labour then 
spent years trying desperately, an H unsuc- | 
ccssfully, to recover. 

This comparison is quite ridiculous. New 
Labour has explicitly learned the kssoos of 
Wflson in 1974. One of the key objectives 
smee 1 994 has not only been to jettison any 
v ^sbge of “tax and spend" for the sak e of 
winning the election, but also to keep 
expectations realistic for the first few years 
of government. Hence the Gordon Brown 
pledge j,o s tick to the Tbry spending plans 
for the first two years of government. Inhere 
does turn out to be a landslide on 1 May, it 
would be a very odd landslide, buih oh sober 
promises and low expectations. A negative 
mandate perhaps, but so much the better for 
avoiding early mistakes in office. 


With a sudden lurch to the left completely 
ruled out, the early experiences of Harold 
Wilson in 1964 aim Margaret Thatcher in 
1979 maybe more relevant for the present 
easethao Wibcm m 1974. When Wilson won 
the election of 1964, armed with a pro- 
gramme of genome reform and hot air in 
roughly equal measure, he was met on the 
doorstep of No 10 - almost literally - by 
Treasury mandarins demanding action to 
correct the balance of payments crisis that 
had been allowed to mount in the last months 
of the Mandling chancellorship. 

Thar very fast weekend, Wilson, Callaghan 
and Brown were asked to choose between 
three options - devaluation , of sterling, 
import quotas, or a temporary import 
surcharge. As Ben Pirn) on writes in his 
biography of WBsoo: “A decision of vital 
national importance could scarcely have been 
made under worse conditions: the decision 
takers barely out of an exhausting election 
campaign, wth no recent experience oF gov- 
ernment. Not since 1945 had an incoming 
administration faced so severe a crisis. 
Then, however; the debate about financial 
arrangements had extended over a period 
of months. This time, there was a need for 
an instant decision.” 

Sadly, Wilson made the wrong decision, 
setting his face against devaluation and opting 
for an ineffective surcharge on imported 
goods. That instant decision, which Wilson 
never allowed to be property reviewed by the 


cabinet, scuppered bis administration's 
chance of economic success, and ensured that 
the eventual devaluation of November 1967 
would be a bitter political defeat. 

There b to such si erlfogcrisft lying in wait 
for Mr Blair this lime, but there is ihe 
question of EMU membership to deal with. 
If any question is likely to dog the next 
Labour administration, then this would be 
it, and there will be pressure for a derision 
as early as this summer. The lesson from the 
1964-70 Labour government is to think 
long and bard before coming to a view, and 
then to ensure that the whole Cabinet is 
effectively locked into whatever course the 
prime minister chooses to follow. 


j a secret plan to double the rate «f JOT 
| never suggested that he had any mienuon 
; of raising interest rates. 

Whhm six weeks of wuming the clet^on, 

the new chancellor introduced a June Bud- 

] get which raised the basic rate of VAT 'from 

i 8 percent to 15 per cent (mattsmgAeRPI 

bvahnost 4 per cenO and also bikedbasc 
rates from 12 percent to 14 per cent. On the 
! face of it, this was a poke m the eye for the 
l . .. _ a.^MianKnol nar- 


A different example - Mrs Thatcher's 
victory in 1979 - is perhaps the most 
interesting, since it pertains to ihe Eve 
issue of what to include in Mr Brawn’s July 
Budget. Some outside economists arc arguing 
that the fiscal stance needs to be tightened, 
and that it would be advisable for the new 
chancellor to bite this bullet immediately, 
whaiever commitments have been given dur- 
ingthe election campaign. 

Tbeydte the example of the campaign of 
1979, when Geoffrey Howe talked of the 
need to switch the burden of tax between 
income tax and indirect tax. and of the need 
to control public spending and the public sec- 
tor borrowing requirement (PSBR). But he 
specifically denied Labour claims that he bad 


ocularly unpopular, wm uk 
winning a favourable approval rating of -So 
per cent to 30 percent in the polls. Howwas 
this possible? , . , 

It W ptMsibJc because of the third mam 

plank in the Howe strategy, a dramatic cut 
in income tax rates. The bask: rate dropped 
from 33 per cent to 30 per cent, and the top 
rate from S3 per cent to 60 per cent. These 
income tax cuts more than offset the impact 
of the jump in VAT on take-home pay, which 
was roughly unchanged for the average family 
asa result of the Budget. So the 19/9 Howe 
package, contraiy to recent mythology, did 
not spring an unexpected tax increase on the 
electorate. Instead, it went for a more au- 
dacious version of the switch between direct 

and indirect taxation that bad been promised 

during the campaign. It was therefore ac- 
cepted by the electorate as «m extension of 
what the Tories were promising, rather than 
a reversal of the spirit of their pledges. 

It is difficult to be sure what the Treasury 


brief awaiting Messrs Blair and Brown rat 
the doorsteps of Donning Street will sav this 
time. Perhaps it will argue for an early tight- 
ening in fiscal policy, on the grounds that aiw 
increase in taxation becomes more difficult 
as the Parliament progresses. Some may even 
argue that enough loopholes have been left 
in the precise tax commitments made by New 
Labour to enable them quickly to raise the 
burden of tax. should this become necessary. 

The alternative view would be that it is the 
spirit of the commitment on tax, and not the 
precise wording, that counts. New Labour is 
saving to the volets - trust us. we are different, 
wo have no desire or apparent need to raise 
your taxes. Would they ever be forgiven for 
attempting to wriggle out of tins commitment 
within weeks of the election, when nothing 
new had happened to justify the change? Al- 
ter all. the PSBR is improving relative to pre- 
vious Treasury forcctiMs. and the demand 
management case for lighter fiscal policy can 
already be assessed on Information publicly 
available before the election. The Treasure 
“books", in themselves largely a figment of 
political imagination, will contain nothing un- 
expected to justify such a risk. 

Of course, u tax switch in the July Bud- 
gcu enabling Mr Brown to introduce his lUp 
starting rate of income i;l\ would be possi- 
ble on the Howe model. But a significant rise 
in the overall burden of personal taxation? 
That would surely be an altogether differ- 
ent matter. 


Property star Nick Leslau js planning a string of ultra-chic hotels across Europe. Tom Stevenson finds out what motivates him 


demon fe ar of 
losing it all 





N ick Leslau’s demons 
seem curious to the rest 
of us who rub by one pay 
cheque from disaster. A multi- 
millionaire 10 years ago in his 
late 20s, the property world's 
brightest young star says he puts 
in hectic 12-bour days not 
because he needs the cash but 
because he's scared. 

“Abject fear of losing is what 
makes you keep doing it In- 
security. of failure, of losing 
everything, of moving back to 
a bedsit in West Hampstead. 
Which is probably absurd. 
There’s a fun element to it of 
course, but none the less a 
rather sad side." 

It certainly does seem absurd 
for someone with such an ap- 
parent golden touch to worry so. 
Ever since he reversed his tiny 
property development company, 
Burford, into partner Nigel 
Wray’s quoted company. Chart- 
search. in 1986, netting £4m in 
the process, he has hardly put 
a foot wrong. Burford prides 
itself on having grown its net 
assets seven or eight times 
faster than the rest of the pedes- 
trian property sector ever since, 
and the company has a fan dub 
in the City to match. 

It's hard not to like Leslau, 
despite the fact be‘s the sort of 
bloke you’d really love to hate. 
At 37, he’s got it all - nice house 
in Hampstead, young wife, nice 
kids, and a puzzled look on his 
face when trying to work out 
whether it’s £20m or £25m he 
has tied up in one of the busi- 
nesses he has successfully spun 
off from Burford. 

But he genuinely does not 
seem to care about the embar- 
rassment of cash he’s piled up 


through a string of astute deals 
that have included buying the 
Thxadero, a leisure sector while 
elephant in London’s Piccadilly 
Circus, acquiring the ri ghts to 
Noddy and other Enid Bfytton 
charartexs and, most leceufly; fly- 
ing off at another 9eemiqgtan- 
gmt to set up a joint venture with 
New York’s most stylish hotelier. 

“1 have up jnlfyey ip, the fray - , 
ing of it. Ouceyou^e got a nice . 
house, yon don't need more 


4 The idea is to 
be like The Ivy 
restaurant, 
where even in a 
recession you 
can’t get a seat 9 

than one. I don’t have the toys, 
the boats, the houses abroad.” 

This is a man .who not only 
gets around town on a £2,000 
Piaggio scooter 6 ut is so consc- 
iously unflash the first thing he 
did after buying it was to rip off 
its go-faster stripes. So this is fee 
motorised face erf Burford, is it 
- lean, mean and frugaI? *WeII, 
actually I didn’t use it today. I 
had a breakfast meeting this 
morning at The Ritz. I didn’t re- 
alft want to turn up with Scooter 
Helmet Hair. But I Jove my 
scooter. It's very humarusing." 

Looking around Bmford’s 
unexceptional head office, just 
off Oxford Street, it is bard to 
disagree with Leslau 's claim 


that the company, despite Hs 
high-profile image, is as unex- 
. travagant as its penny-watching 
founder. A staff of just 28 run 
Britain's ninth-biggest property 
investor, which is now worth 
£600m 10 years after it was 
startedfrom scratch. The usual 
duffer of files arid old desks and 
-coffee- ocps- in an unprepos- 

the chief 

exectitive’s inner sanctum, that 
is, where the real man fives - 
frugal he tray be, but this is a 
. contrived simplicity. Dot haish 
mouaslirism. Framthe corru- 
gated iron desk (designed by his 
American sculptress wife, Max- 
ine) to the bare plaster walls and 
the chairs that look oh so chic, 
and are oh so uncomfortable, 
this is not the office of a man 
who dreams of running Land 
Securities. 

This is the office where last 
week’s move from industrial 
estate rent collector to (hop- 
dead-trendy hotelier was 
hatched. Here, the decision to 
team up with Ian Schrager, 
who rubbed shoulders in 1970s 
New York with Andy Warhol 
and Bianca Jagger and now runs 
the Big Apple’s most fashion- 
' able hotels, including the Para- 
mount and the Royalton, 
suddenly makes sense. 

_ Burford is planning a string 
of ultra-chic hotels in London 
and in main: cities around Eu- 
rope where it has struck an ex- 
clusive deal with Schrager. Tb 
be designed fay Philippe Starch 
the hotels, often renovations of 
redundant office buildings, are 
to be the last word in urban cooL 
“With Ian Schrager’s brand, 
which is fantastic because be 
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Dream team: Nick Leslau (left), Ian Scftnager and Philippe Starcfc (right) in Leslau’s frugal office 


Photograph: Edward Webb 


really has pioneered this sort of 
hotel, ana our property man- 
agement expertise, this could be 
a veiy excitin g business. They're 
what 1 would rail classically 
fashionable: Quite dark and 
seductive, very comfortable, 
reaQy quite sexy. Great looking 
staff and there’s a buzz. 

“The idea is to be the equiv- 
alent of The Gaprioe or The Ivy 
restaurants, where even in a 
recession you can’t, get a seat 
There are very few of what 
you've got but what you’ve got 
people want to be in." 

Quite a sideways move for a 
company whose other assets 
include the freehold of a 


builders’ merchant in Battersea, 
some advertising hoardings on 
Edgware Road and Caesars 
Palace casino in Luton. But not 
a wholly unexpected develop- 
ment for a hyperactive team that 
has already spun off three busi- 
nesses in 15 months - a pub- 
lisher, a retail warehouse 
developer and the Irocadero. 

Leslau says that despite ap- 
pearances he is no -workaholic. 
“My first meeting this morning 
was at 7-30, but I’m always 
home in time toput my kids to 
bed. The pace rm working at 
now actually means I'm prob- 
ably being modestly ineffec- 
tive. A lot of all this is about 


thinking time. The trick is to 
produce enough quality time so 
you make the right decisions." 

Quality time looks like being 
deferred for a while yet, how- 
ever. The hotels venture, in 
which Burford has put an ini- 
tial £50m, is looking at its own 
stock market flotation. The 
Irocadero, of which Leslau Is 
also chief executive, is thinking 
about its very own demerger of 
the Enid Btyton publishing in- 
terests and grappling to solve 
problems with its main tenant, 
Segaworld. And those industrial 
investments won’t run them- 
selves. Time to replace the go- 
faster stripes on the scooter. 


Britain’s pension cloud has silver lining 


Robert Udett 

Britain has a more favourable 

has the UK got into this pc^ 
it ion? And is it sustainable or 
does it contain ihe seeds of its 
own downfall?. 

Everywhere m Europe, pop- 
ulations are ageing and the so- 
called support ratio - tn 
number of worjring-agc people 
.'n-iiiiic the income out of 
which t?ic living standards of 
cih reiiree has to be financed 
^ fulling. But itaaolftOtag 

f.j .1 : n Britain as in many 
European countries. The TJforld 
^ World Population Pro- 

K's wfhave a “relatively 

^inft^onofthepopu- 

. , ape d carnets to sup- 

retired to the UK »<w 
P 1 ’ 11 JTaic on the Continent, 
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M Britain^ advaiuafi 6 * 


But is it sustainable - or could it lead to our own downfall? 


One is that its pension com- 
mitments are much lowerthan 
elsewhere. State pensfonxtake 
6.4 per cent of the UK’s GDP, 
a smaller share than in most 

other countries. _ 

Since state pensions have to 
be met out of annual revenues 
_ they are not supported ty a 
fond - the lower the level of 
commitments the less tax needs 
to be raised to pay the bOL In- 
dexing to prices has had a large 
cumulative effect: real gross 
weekly earnings have nsen 
per cent since 1980, and .the 
share of the basic state pension ■ 
in GDP has fallen accordingly. 

The result is a state pension that 

in relative terms is less gener- 
ous than it used to be, and less 
generous than in other Euro- 
neau countries. 

Secondly, the UK has accu- 
mulated large stock jrf private - 
•p ensfa n assets -over 70 percent 
JlfGDP - out of which future 
pensions can he paid: The EU 
countries largely lack sueh *?- 
sets. The existence of 
pensio n schemes is one of the . 


reasons the UK has been able 
to cut state pensions so much. 

Since the UK scores well on 
all three counts, it is not sur- 
prising that it has much lower 
future pension commitments 
than most of continental Eu- 
rope. IMF research suggests 
that average contributions of 
just 6.4 per cent of earnings are 
required to keep the UK system 
in actuarial balance, compared 
with 43 per cent in Italy*. 

These differences will in- 


crease. By the middle of the next 
century, if present trends con- 
tinue, the UK's required level 
of contributions will have fallen 
to 5 per cent of earnings over 
70per ceDt in Italy. 

But will present trends con- 
tinue? Demography can change 
in unexpected ways. Moreover, 
these extrapolations are based 
on the assumption of a fixed 
retirement age that is already 
breaking down in the USA, 
and may do so in the UK and 


Support ratios in selected European countries 



the rest of Europe. Demo- 
graphic and retirement age 
pressures could thus mitigate 
the crisis for Europe but cany 
no necessary threat for the UK 
It would be logical to take own- 
fort from comparisons that de- 
pend on the basic British stale 
pension falling further and fur- 
ther behind the incomes of 
those in work. 

Flemings Investment Trust 
Management’s 1997 “Pension 
Map" suggests that over a third 
ofme UKs 24 million house- 
holds would retire in financial 
hardship (defined as less than 
40 per cent of final earnings). 

If the basic pension were to 
be raised in line with earnings 
instead of prices, OECD figures 
show that UK public pension 
liabilities woula be similar to 
those of Germany, though still 
well below those of France or 
Italy. Hence the search for al- 
ternatives schemes, such as the 
Government's Pension Plus, 
which offer to deliver higher re- 
tirement incomes at no addi- 
tional cost to the taxpayer. 


But do private pensions in 
their present form offer a viable 
way forward? 

The UK's private pension 
assets have grown almost ex- 
clusively on the back of occu- 
pational pension schemes. 
These have roots stretching 
back to the 1920s and 1930s, and 
grew enormously from the 
1950s to the 19S0sasmOFe and 
more employees came within 
their scope. 

Structural changes in labour 
markets, in particular towards 
more part-time and contract 
work, the growth of small com- 
panies and self-employment, 
and the development of per- 
sonal pensions have all con- 
tributed. 

Personal pensions, however, 
do not yei constitute a complete 
answer. So the UK’s present and 
prospective pension position, at- 
tractive though it may be by Eu- 
ropean standards, does not give 
grounds for complacency. 

* Chand & Jaeger “Ageing 
Populations and Public Pension 
Schemes". December 1996 

Robert Laslctk London Eco- 
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Rugby will never be a mass sport so long as referees 
continue to make decisions which are incomprehensib 


The game of rugby now finds itself 
in a strange position. On the one 
hand, the laws themselves remain as 
complicated as they ever were, in 
some respects more so. But, on the 
other hand, players, administrators 
and referees are all in their differ- 
ent ways trying to make the fftrpr- 
more Sowing, more watchable, more 
suitable for what they hope will be 
a mass audience in an era of pro. 
fessionalism dominated by tetevisdoa. 

Predictably enough, the result 
has been confusion all round For- 
ward passes are now ignored if 
blowing the whistle would interrupt 
a movement - particularly a move- 
ment which has resulted in a try. 
There were several examples of this 
indulgence in the Five Nations sea- 
son that has just ended 

The scrum has also become a 


penalty-free zone. Or, to be precise, 
one aspect of the scrum, the crooked 
feed has become a regular feature 
of the game. When did you last see 
a strike against the head in an in- 
ternational or, for that matter, in the 
Courage First or Second Divisions? 


they are at in rugby league, where 
the front raws lean forward at an an- 
gle of approximately 60 degrees to 
the ground and the scrum-half 
bounces the ball off the outside leg 
of the loose-head prop. But this is 
the way they are going. 

And yet the laws are clear that a 
crooked feed is punishable with an 
indirect free-kick. It has always es- 
caped me quite why a deliberate at- 
tempt to gain an unfair advantage 
should be treated more leniently 
than, say, failing to release the ball 


when the tackled player is in no po- 
sition to do anything of the kind. Bui 
even this minor penalty is seldom ex- 
acted these days. 

In other respects, the scrum is the 
reverse of penalty-free. Indeed, it has 
become the most fecund source of 
a useful three points. Or, if a penal- 
ty Uy is awarded of seven. 

Certainly, defending props will of- 
ten deliberately collapse a scrum on 
their own line if they think that there- 
by they can avoid a pushover try. But 
as Gerald Davies pointed out last 
Saturday in what we old journalists 
have been taught to call Another 
Newspaper, they do not engage in 
this practice nearly as much as ref- 
erees dearly imagine they do. Some- 
times the sinners are in the attacking 
front row. I have even seen a penal- 
ty awarded on the defending side's 



er fulfilled himself) virtually taking 
the bead off an opposing wing who 
was careering down the touchline. AD 
the attacking side got in return was 
a penalty winch, being on the touch- 
line, they duly missed 
Here is another area which ur- 


gently needs tidying up: the high or 
dangerous tadde. It is dear that the 


ALAN WATKINS 


22 and on its own put-in. What cm 
earth would be the point of coHapsmg 
a scrum in these circumstances? 

The award of penalty tries has be- 
come even more farcical- Ten years 
ago such scores were rare. Thirty 
years ago they were more or less non- 
existent. I remember seeing Terry 
Price (a great player who sadly nev- 


oid games masters injunction - 
“Tackle low, boy” - is not always ap- 
plicable in the modern game. The 
ball carrier has to be smothered, 
turned round, prevented in the jar- 
gem, from "making the ball avail- 
able'*. lb accomplish this the upper 
part of the body has to be roughly 
embraced So I am not calling for all 
high tackles to be penalised: mere- 
ly for some consistency by referees 
in enforcing the law. 

Then there is the line-out. There 


is always the line-out. The laws now 
allow for .some limited assistance to 
players in getting off the ground 
Most referees interpret this to mean 
that , shut ofbringing rocket- launch- 
ing equipment on to the field, any- 
thing goes. Forwards now soar 
heavenwards like inter-contmental 
ballistic missiles. And, like those 
weapons, they often miss their tar- 
get, especially when the ball is thrown 
to another part of the line entirely. 

The theory appears to be that the 


line-out should go the same way as 
the scrum in that the ball should be 


the scrum in that the ball should be 
secured by the side doing the throw- 
ing-in. But this does not seem to be 
working out in practice, which is, I 
suppose, a good thing. Thus, twice 
this year Newcastle's Doddie Whir 
and Garath Archer have had the bet- 
ter of Richmond's jumpers. 


. But rugby will never be a mews 
sport so long as rucks and mauls re- 
main such a huge port of the game 
and referees coni in ue to make dc- . 
cisions which are incomprehensible 
even to the most experienced tele- 
vision commentotcuxT^ present 
tow pots a premium on IdOing the hall 
hyrprcvmun^it bum einejgmg from 
a mauL The side that took the hall 
into the maul and foiled to recycle 
it then has the put-in at the ensuing 
scrum awarded against them. 

It is surelv time to return to the 
old law which decreed that the side 
going forward should have the rut- 
in. I would, however, go further. The 
old law also contained the doctrine 
of the last shove, which meant that 
a side defending desperately was 
deemed to be going forward! This 
would certainly not he brought back. 


Menu’s 
ideal 
start 
to title 
race 


Gwyn Dolphin 

reports from 
Donington Park on 
the start of the 
British Touring Car 
Championship 


After three consecutive finish- 
es as runner-np in the British 
Touring Car Championship, 
Alain Menu gave his title pur- 
suit the best possible start with 
a pair of victories at Donington 
Park yesterday. 

The Swiss, who was out- 


paced by his team-mate, Jason 
Plato, in Sunday’s Qualifying ses- 


Plato. in Sunday’s qualifying ses- 
sions, was never headed in his 
Williams-run Renault-Lagnna 
and jumped into an immediate 
championship lead. 

Electrifying starts ensured 
that Menu was ahead of the 
pack by the time the world’s top 
touring car racers reached Don- 
ington 's first comer. Such was 
his dominance that he was able 
to back off and cruise to the fin- 
ish of the second race. 

"The team told me to take it 
easy and to me easy means 
backing off a lot," Menu said lat- 
er with a smile. 

Plato gave chase to his more 
experienced partner in both 
races, finishing the day's open- 
ing round in second place. 
However, when he was well 
placed to repeat the result in the 
second race of the day, his Re- 
nault’s engine overheated and 
forced him to retire. “I’m still 
happy though. Being Fastest in 
qualifying gave me enormous 
confidence and l learned a hell 
of a lot." the 28-year-old said. 

Plato's re tire mem from the 
second round ensured the 


CHEPSTOW 

2JJ0: 1. OUTRANKING (Jam* Euro) 15- 

8 Z. Holy Joe 15 2 ; 3. Kadari 6-1 10 
ran. 3. '/.. iM Pipei. Tote: £3.10; £1.30, 
E1.80. £1,40. Dual Forecaw £12.60. Com- 
puier Srraght fcrecasc £15.46. Non Runners: 
BaftH Royal. Viscount Tully. 

2- 30: L SEOO RIOGA <N Mam) 3-1 co 
lav: 2 . Hamel Lad 7-2: 3. Old Bridge 3-1 
co fev. 6 ran. 3-1 co-fav Foote Errand. 26. 

0. iS Mefiori. Tote: £4 JO; £1.70. £2 10. OF: 
£3.M. CSF: £13,5 4. 

3- 00: 1 . POTENTATE Lfarrve Evans) 100- 
30: 2. Daraydan 9-4; a. MtaUr«iurtt 11-8 
fav. S ran. 3fc. 1 ■/.. iM Pi pel. Tote: £3.30; 
£1.50. £1.90. DF: £3.40. CSF: tin 

330: 1 ZANDER (C LVswflyn) 9-1; 2. Ma- 
jor’ Dundee 9-4; 3. RumpefotittsWn 25-1. 

9 ran. 6-4 fa, Dominion. IV.. 13. IN Turston- 
(Xurtesil. Tata £3. 10; £1.10. £1.20, £2.10. 
OF; £4.50. CSF: £6.91 NRs: Caton Lar. Ffev- 
less Hussar. Tiaphona. 

4.00: 1. JAMES THE FIRST (M A FrBgS- 
aW) 4-1: 2. Pteratt 151; 3, Mateaod Cb»- 
££ *?'■ 5 ran. 5. 16. (P Mchafe). Tate: 
£4.30; £1,60. £2.70. OF: £15.30. CSF: 
£30. 70. NR: Lancs Armstrong. 

430: 1_ CASSRTS BOY (N Maw! 20 - 1 ; 

2- Roaganoaque 11 - 2 ; 3. Joule King 51. 
S w EcWevl - Toto: £31.70: 

£4.90. £3.50. £3.10. DF: £154.70. CSF: 
£138.30. Thcaau £609.15. NR: Spartdmg 
Cone. 

Ptacepoe £702.60. Qaadpob £81.70. 
Ptoee 6 s £218.07. Place Be £13117. 


CARLISLE 


zaa: 1 . SOUSSE IG Lee) 6-4 lar. 2 . Tabriz 
i 1:3. Pearls aTTbouafct 13-1. 13 ran. 2¥,, 

1. Mrs M Rewteyi Tote: £3 JO: £140. 
£2.00. £2.00. DF: £6.70. CSF: £1144. 

2- SO: 1 . TOUGH TEST (B Storpyl 5-1; 2 . 
KHnfla Xl-2: X Ooraten Joker 11-4 fev. S3 
ran- 9. snt-hd. (Mrs J QoHftUMl. Tote: 
£580: £1.90. £2.40. £180. DF: £4380. 
CSF: £34.16. Incase £89.72. 

3- 20: L ARDRINA IM fom) 2-1 tar 2 . 
M e ad ow Hymn 6 - 1 : 3. Magpie Melody 9- 
2. 17 ran. 2 . 11 . (F Mutpny). Tote: £340: 
£160. £2.70. £2.00. OF: £ 6 . 00 . CSF: 
£13.53. 

380: 1 NUWAYiB Storey) 20-1; 2. OMe 
Ahead 51; 3. Reapers Rock 11 - 2 . 10 ran. 
2-1 Uv Woman Sqtvre 2Y„ 14. (M Bamesj. 
Tote: £13.00 £2.60. £1.70, £2.00. OF: 
0950. CSF: £133.16. Incase £707.40. NR: 
Forward Glen. 

420: 1MCNNAIE PORTE IB Storey) 11- 
4: Z Wsfl Appointed lO- 1 3. Daitoys Oone 

9-1 S ran. 9-4 fau Secret Semca (5tfi). 4, 
ho U Adamj. Tote: £ 5 . 10 : £1.70, £ 2 . 10 , 
£ 120 . DF: £17.00. CSF. £30.29. Tncasc 
£213.51. 

4 .S 0 : 1. BUCK’S OEUBHT (Mr M Brad- 

taro*! 334; a- MtMmt 4-SlKtLM 
ntaaton 81. M no. ■*. 14, iMra Richard 
Arthur). Tote; £50.10; £13.50, £3.40, 
£3.60. DF: £2830. CSF: £64 .51 Wt 
Flower of Dunblane. 

520; 1. BROTHER OF BBS (G Lee) 9-4 
lav, 2. What A Flddfar 33-1; X Kit Sraar- 
tte 14-L 20 ran. S. 4. (MreM Rmeieyl. rotn 
£480; £3.00. £7JM. £?-». DF; U60J20. 
CSF; £343X1 

Pto ce yoL £71.60. Quodpofc £2480. 
Pteea Bt £56.60. Pteca 6 s £39-30. 
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Testing time 
ahead for 
Frentzen 


DAVID TREMAYNE 


reports from SSo Paulo 
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Heinz-Harald Rrentzcn made no 
bones about hfepcrfcsnnance.m 
Sunday’s Brazilian Grand Prbc 
“It was nothing sensational," he 
said of arace in which he trailed 
home m ninth place while his 
team-mate, Jacques Vffiencuye, 
won convincingly. 

“A bad start - a driverprob-: 
lem - then I got stuck behind 
two Jordans. After my second 
pit stop I had a gear-change, 
problem. The return spring on 
the right-hand gear-lever pad- 


dle wasn't working because of 
a problem with the steering- 
wheel assembly, so I had to push 
the lever back every time with 
my middle finger. I could only 
shift at low revs and some- 
tunes in shifting it down I went 
down another gear." 

The young German was 
drafted into Williams to re- 


the Williams technical director, 
said. “Then he takes care of 
catching it when it slides.” 

“Jacques certainly runs a dif- 
ferent set-up to me,” Frentzen 
said. ‘As a new guy to. Williams, 
irtyway of setting up a car is dif- 
ferent. The team is giving me 
advice and at the moment I'm 
still working out my point of 
view of setting up the car, and 
also Williams pamt of view. At 
the moment, it’s a mixture of 
Damon Hill's set-up and my 
own. and I kx>k forward to more 
testing to work in my direction." 

The Williams is chfficult to set 
up because it has mare options 
than most cars. “'Ifcchnically it 
is very advanced,” Frentzen 
said, “So from a driver’s point 
of view, and mine especially, 
there is much more information 
which I have to sort out before 
I make the car 100 per cent. The 
more information, the more 


things you can make wrong." 
“If jfknew what the proble] 



place Damon Hfll, and Frank 
williams' decision to employ the 




Dog fight: Alain Menu, driving a Renault Laguna, speeds past the Spitfire on display at Donington Park on his way *o victory in a typically 
close-tought opening race of the British Touring Car Championship yesterday Photograph: David Ashdown 


champion, Frank Biela, of a 
podium place. His four-wheel 
drive Audi, forced to run 95kg 
heavier than its front-wheel 
drive rivals, had to give way to 
Rickard Rydell in the closing 
laps of round two, dropping to 
third behind the Swede's Vol- 
vo. “This result was better than 
I expected. I'm sure we'll im- 
prove but Menu already has a 
big lead in Lhe title chase,” the 
German said. 

Both Biela and Volvo Rydell 
were forced out of the day’s first 
race with damaged radiators. 


consequences of the dose rac- 
ing which brought over 30,000 
spectators to the Leicestershire 
track. The second \falvo, driven 
by Kelvin Burt, was third in the 
opening round, just holding off 
David Leslie’s Nissan, but gear 
selection problems dropped him 
to ninth in the day's other event 
The day could hardly have 
gone better for Menu. Apart 
from the mixed fortunes of Biela 
and Rydell, Gabriele Tarquini, 
the former BTCC champion, was 
only able to claim seventh and 
fourth place finishes. The Hon- 


da driver dosed on Biela as the 
second raoe^ wound down but as 
he explained afterwards, an ac- 
cident in qualifying had turned 
his pace-setting car into a raid- 
field runner. 


His team-mate, James 
Thompson, proved much quick- 
er bnt lost a wheel in the first 
race and was forced to fight bade 
from a spin in race two. The 
Yorkshireman was lying second, 
just ahead of Plato, when the 
Renault driver tried to pass. 
Thompson spun off then staged 
a fightback to finish sixth. 


In his charge, he passed 
Derek Wirwtck, the former 
grand prix driver who was mak- 
ing his debut in a Vauxhah run 
by his own team. Warwick 
brought his car home in the 
points in both races, while his 
team-mate and the 1995 cham- 
pion. John Cleland, was out of 
luck, suffering dutch failure in 
the second race. 

Scotland's Colin Gallie made 
an impressive debut, claiming 
victory in the Total Cup for In- 


dependents in his Pyramid Mo- 
torsports BMW320. 


BRITISH VDUHMG CAR CHAWlONSHPCDm- 
faatoaPMrt* Rmd Om M tew* 1A Manu 
(Sena* lasre) 29nwi 3B.T7aec. we ante 
91-23mph; 2 J PWd (RenauR laguna) at 
3.14sec; 3 K BUrt IVbNa S401 « 2424; 4 D 
Lesto IMssan Pimaa) at 24.52; SJBrtcHh 
(Audi Ml 3054; 6 P Match (Fort Mondao) 
35.67; 7 G Tardurt (Honda AccotW A 38J53: 
8 P Watts (Peugeot 406) at 33Jft 9 D Bte- 
mck iVauiftal Vectra) at 3935; 10 T Haney 
(T^ugeot 406) at 44.78. 

RocndTtwi (IB laps): 1 Menu 29nta49J94s9C. 
ave speed 90.57.mph; 2 R Rydd (Volin S4Q) at 
2^fcec: 3 FMa (AuftA4> at 436:4 TaRU- 
n* at 550; 6 BntctHa at 11-63; a j Thompson 
(Honda AcoonD Bt 14 j 44; 7 RadM* at 20J24; 
8 WbreKh at 222S; 9 Burt at 23^3; lOCGte- 
6 e (lyamd Moonpoia BMW320) at 1 ^ 0 . 7& 
Fastest Lap: Menu lmm 37.0Bsecs. are 
soeed 92.70mon. 

C te a a pteaaiteatend ( agaslMBnu30pte2Tfc- 
sa 14; 3« Burt. Bsntftlfe. Tanfuinl, RfiM 12: 
7 Bate 10: 8 ftxtech 9: 9 LeaSa a 10»i Tlxxnp- 
ton. Warwick 5 


Williams' decision to employ the 
young German with a reputation 
to rivid that of Michael Schu- 
macher during their days as 
Mercedes-Benz sportscar pan- 
ners.arpused strong critidsra. 
Thus far. Frentzen has been an- 
nfliDaled by Villeneixve, who 
himself was frequently beaten by 
Hfflm the latter's successful 19% 
chanqjionship season. But he in- 
sists that his confidence,, al- 
though battered, remains intact 

“I won’t give up that quick- 
ly," he said after the race. **I get 
more motivation out of this. I 
need to test because I'm not 
happy with the car in qualifying 
set-up, although we did discover 
that I had a broken front 
damper in qualifying." 

VUleneuve completed 6,000 
kilometres of pre-season testing 
when be graduated to FI and 
used it to hone his unusual set- 
up. “He prefers to run the car 
as stiff as a kart rather than have 
it absorb bumps,” Patrick Head, 


“If 1 knew what the problem 
is, wc would fix it," Head said. 
“Maybe the- bumpiness .here 
threw him. He seems to like it 
betterwben we’ve got more fuel 


in the car. 1 wouldn't say either 
ofhisperfonnancessoforhave 


of bis performances so for have 
been very exciting, but the sea- 
son's got 3 lot of races in it. 

“I think it’s going to take him 
half the season to get into it Ob- 
viously, we’d like him to step 
into the car and be on the pace 
straight away, but he's not and 
it’s something he’s got to work 
out I could hardly imagine 
that he believes that was a par- 
ticularly great performance." 

This time last year, both 
Williams drivers were thc-class 
of the .field. Now McLaren- 
Mercedes leads the construc- 
tors' championship and the 
competition is hotting up. If 
frentzen were to receive a re- 


port right now, ft would read: 
“Nice fellow, but must do bet- 
ter.” Assuredly. Williams will 
not expect his current form to 
continue for long. 


YESTERDAYS RACING RESULTS 


FftKENHAM 

2-30: 1. BLOTOFT (D O'SiAvsn) 151:2. 
Ruth’s GanMe 7-2 jt-fav; 3. Arch Angel 7-2 
jt-lav. 15 ran. nk, 5. iS GoWngsi. Tata: 
£24.50; £530. £1.70. EL5Q. DF; £40.60. 
CSF: £89.32. Tricast £236.00. 

ans: 3, NOT MY UNE (Mr W Wales) 30-1; 

2 . Up Far Ransoms 114; 3. OaUf 7-1. 9 
ran. 52 frw Reverend Brown (4th). 'k. 5, (A 
Morgan!. Tata: £14.90: £3.30, 1X80. 
£3.30. DF; £55.50. CSF: £75^5. Nft HWi- 
land Ra»y. 

3.40: 2. SIR DANTE (0 (TSdrai) 9-d rav; 
2. Anttgaan Flyer 6 - 1 : 3. Fine On Ice 51_ 
7 ran. a Z'h. (R Rone). Tote: £350: E2_ia 
£150. DP. £8.80. CSF: £15^8. 

4.16: 1. DROM 1 N LEADS? (Mr W Wales) 
7^ far, 2. Chany Gtap 20-1; 3. SaW Banal 
8 - 1 . 7 ran. hd, 10. U Turner). Tote: £3.30: 
£1-80. £4.40. DR £39l80. CSF: £3042. tffig: 
A 1 Jauma). Emsee-H. 

450: X. TIM SOURER (Mr R WaWey) 2-1 
tw, 2 . WMppors DalgU 3-1: 3. Cafl Ma AU 
6 - 1 . 7 ran. 2. nk. (Mtes A Stakes). Tote: 
£250; £1.50, £1.70. DF: £250. CSF: 
£9.11. Tricasc £28.65. NR; Mine's An Ace. 

525: X. GBSWAYff Afcpuru) 55 ter; 2 . 
Music Ptoaae 11-4; 3. Otto E ««« 3-1. 
6 ran. nk. 4. (N Water). Tote: £ 2 ^ 0 ; £140, 
£1.80. OF: £3.20. CSF: £499. 

Ptacopofa £43.70. Onadpot £11.90. 
Placa B: £3556. Pteoa 5: £18.07. 


2^0: 1. JASOJU (S MeNeB) evens Cav; 2. 
Baron's Heir 10-1; 3. Pantara Prtaea 9-4. 
5 iaa. iy<, 20. (K Baley). Tots: £220; £L6n 
£2.20. DF: £4.20. CSF: £9.74. 

3.00: 1. SASSIVER (K carta) 15-8 br, 
2. Scud MsaBe 4-1; 3. La Manonuarw 5 

1. B ran. 1. 20. (P KaDeway). Tote: £2.80; 
£3-80. £2.10. DP. £5.70. CSF: £9.37. 

3J3Q; 3. RABA RffiA ft Jerks) 9-2; 2. Mr 
Co n d uct or 11-8. 3 ran. em ftrv Msw Druri 
lunseaed ridaO. hd (J Spaartig). rate: £390. 
DF: £3.20. CSP. £ 8 . 60 . Only two Unshod. 

4JJ5: 1. SEABROOK LAD (WMarawn) 2- 
1 lev; 2. Bum Oot 9-4; 3. Seattle Waters 
100-30. 9 ran. 7. 6. (M WHMnun). Tote: 
£3:60: £iaa £140. £uea DF: £530 CSP. 
£7.23. 

4^5:1. OOQX iSMcf«( 114; 2. Quick 
Quote evens tav; 3. Appoaranca Money 5 
4. 3 ran. 4, 30. (KSeitey). Tote: £3.40. DFl 
£2J20. CSF: £533. 

BJOSI X. MAD HARRY CS McNsfl) 7-4 tar. 

2. Cue Cafl 9-4; 3. Ranch County 12-1. 
ID ran. 4. 3. (K Baieyt. Tote: £2.40: £U0. 
EL 70. £2.60. DF: £3^0. CSF: £5.71. 
Plaoepat £327.80. Quadpot: £119.60 
(part won, Dod oTEB.47 lo Ottoefte today). 
Placa 6: £251.50. Placa S: £94^9. 


MARKET RASEN 

2U5: 3_ OUR ROBSTT (F Leahy) 52; 2. 
Thame Arena 7-4 bv; 3. Dantes Amoor 25- 
1- 11 ran. nd. 4. (j FitzGerald). Tote: 
£3.10: £1.40. £3.80. £430. Dual Forecast 
£3.00. CSP £8.04. wnner bought n kr 3.000 


£15.70; £3.60, £2.00. £3-60, £540. DFi 
£55.70. CSF: EUWL8& TncasC £342.91. Trice 
£10330. 

PtacopoC £17.30. Quadpot: £830. 

Place B: £4143. Ptaco 5: £2148. 


PlacapoC £16430. Quadpot: £136.50. 
Placa 6.- £205.20. Plaoa 5: £13639. 


HEREFORD 

230c 1. NOBLE COLOURS IMr A Wlrae) 
7-2; 2. Seattle Afley 4-7 tnc 3. Sefecracker 

251. 7 rari. 4, dot. (S GrtlBtfs). Tote: £430; 
£170, £130. DF: £2.80. CSF: £530. 
NRk Srtawwy, water Music Melody. 

a X. IANDSKBI MISSILE (Mr N 
Brartteyj evens tav; 2. FamlBar FMand 51: 

3. Bom of Oats 51. 9 ran. 15. 30. (Mrs 
May Bans). Tote: £230; £130. £2.10. 
£130. DP £7.00. CSF: NR: Nod- 

form Wonder. 

340:1. JUST ONE CANALETTO (MrJGcU- 
flai) 51; 2 . Hcratffl 3 2; 3.Tni*tDMd 5 

2. 7 ran. 153 tav WanWa Spons. Vi, 6. (N 
TwtearvOanesi.lOU: £930; £230. £240. 
DF: £1430. CSF: £49.70. 

445: X. LE BARON (GTomeyl 52: 2. 
Song For Jess 10030; 3. AMymon 7-2. 
4 ran. 7-4 Cm Skppvy Fin (4th). Z’A. 3'A. 
(C ERran). Tote: £330. DF; £330. CSP 
£9.65. 

430: 3. TENAVESIEUGN (S Wym) 5 
4i 2. lucky Eddto 4-6 lav; 3. Qaater Mark, 
or 7-1. 4 ran. 6. 7. © Maris). Tote: £230. 
OF: £140. CSF: £3.17. Non Ruthwr Indian 
Jockey. 

636; 1. HAWN (Mr A Wndd 4-1; 2. S«r- 
oo Mood 8-1: 2. Burifogten Sam 5-2. 9 hul 
2-1 tav Arattsn Hawns 16th). 14. 3Vu U 
Beadteyl. Tola: MJ..O: £170. £3.70. £240. 
DR £453U CSF: £38,18. THcast £92.69. 
Ptocapot £247.50. Q ua dp o t : £7730 (part 
won, pool o t £8437 to lAtaMarteOM. 

Pteca 8: £178.16 Pteea 5: £14102. 


HUNTINGDON 

2.00: X. EVEZK) RUPO fK Qarte) 12-1 
2. Stare nan 11-4 fov; 3, Sunmor VMa 
10- 1. 9 ran. a 2. (N Unmodenj. Tote: 
£17.70; £330, £130, £3.00. OP. £4330. 
CSP £4337. TncasC £324.22. Nan fout- 
ner fled Ught. 


KEMPTON 

140: X. STRATHMORE CLEAR (Pat Ed- 
deryl 11-2; 2. M- M^ca 151; A Qtinafa 40- 
X. 10 ran. 7-4 fov Beyond Calculation (4th). 
nd.hd. (Qievris, Epeanti. Tote: £620: £2-10. 
£230. £630. DF: £4030. CSP £8039. Tito: 
£38030 (part wia pool of £42939 earned 
forward Eo Utteteter 3J.0 today), 

210: 3. GREENAWAY BAY (M Hits) 7-2; 
2. The Negotiator 20-1; 3. Forest Rrte 7- 
X. 9 ran. 2-1 tav Blue Gotfln (4th). 37,. Yl 
(G Wragg, Neumarkag. Tote: £5J.O: £130. 
£330. £210. DP £9930. CSF: £6431. Tito: 
£243.70. 

240:1. MONAASStB(DOT>toQhue) 11 - 
2; Z. Oil Nano 13-2; 3. World Pramtor 14- 
1- u ran. 11-4 fev waten Me. %, 4. (E 
Dunlap. Newmarksd. Tote: {330: £240. 
£13Q,£S30. DP £2530. CSP £3839. True 
£15430. 

SJJtfc X. EASIBtN PROPHETS (A Clark) 
20-1: 2. SoteOaer 51 tar; 3. Denbrae 12- 
1; 4. CIra Bora Bon 7-1. 18 ran. 'h, rid. (G 
Lwris. Epsom). Tote: £2140; £4.90. £1.70. 
£330. £230. DR £8330. CSP £10536. 
Tricaat £131436. Trio: 11 . 121 . 8 a 
24ft J. ROMIOS fTQuInti) 14-1; 2. So- 
crat Aly 12-1; 3. Dreams End 51; 4. Ite- 
•rt A Ouoaa 7-0. 20 ran. 51 ter Hardy 
iVk (PCote. witatcombe). 
Tote; £18.00; £3.90. £3J0, £230. £2.40, 
DF: £115.70. CSF: £151.86. Tricon: 
£134097. Trio: £503.4a 

_ fJJcl-O RMASSW U Ftedt 11-10 tav. 

Pnwra, 100- 3C 
230^ £1.40, £330. DF: £1630. CSP 
- 1^ L -WM^SMPtHEUHad)3-fca. 

frl- 3. tandoa Lights 7-4 
£2-10, £230. DF: 

£ll,4a CSP £i*» 14 
JartpiMnaiiwi (pool# £ 34 J43-70 cor- 
nea laniard id unncwHM, 

Quadpot: £2630. 

Fteoa 6: £696.67. Place Ec £13330, 


24&1- FORMAL INVITATION (R Johnson) 

4-7 lar. Z Berates Patrol 33-1; 3. Desert 
Brwo 51. 7 can. det, 4. (D Ntehoteoru, tbta: 
£1.60: £1.40, £630. DF: £20 m CSF; 
£2038. 

330:1 MY CKEBQT MAN QUahnaon) 11- 
10 fov; 2. Keen To Dw last 51 3. Our Kris 

10-1 7 ran. 6, 2V. (D Nicholson). Tote: 
£230; £230. £2.60. Dual Forecast £7.00. 
CSP £1233. Tries SC £70.64. SiW Rapier 
(151 was withdrawn n« under outers; Rule 
4 apples, deduction lop In the pound to aS 
bate. 

335: 1 NETHERBY SAD (R Steffol 1- 
2 tac 2. Oerfafl PM 7-2; 3. Nraihafl Prince 
3-1 3 ran. 22. 26. (P Beaumont). Tote: 
£130. DF: £180. CSP £2.57. 

430: 1 PHAR SMOOTHER (F Leahy] 11- 
10; 2. Morpheu s 10-11 fov: 3. Raise A Dai. 
lar 12-1 5 ran. 7, 3. U FitzGeraU). 

530: lOKAN LEADER (R Johnson) 15 
2;2.Kareaasthia3-l;3.AlBrtcanHeirl4- 
1 B ran. 5-4 (ev Thri Ga6opn'ma)or tfeD. 1 ,, 
rtsL (Mrs D Maine), iota: £1120; CT.an . 
£110, £530. DF: £2430. CSF: £3335 7b- 
casc £30837. 

530: 1 LAREDO (C ScuddaO 51' 2. 
Sateaab 10- 1 3. DouMa Star 20-1 14 m 
evens fov D« For OrtL 5 2 1 *. (Nod T Chance). 
Tote: £930: £230, £7.70, £6.00. DF: 
£206.20. CSF: £12639. 

Pteoepot: £1530. Quadpot: £263a 
Placa 6: £12-87. Plaoa S: £832. 


NEWTON ABBOT 
2JJk 1 MELT IKE CLOUDS (C Mauds) 
4-7 fov; 2. White Plates 94; 3. Genereux 
52. 3 ran. 7. 20. (M Pipe). TotK £130. 
OF; £140. CSF: £2.18. 

230: 1 DBCTBORS (C Maude) 2-5 fav. 
2. Country Keeper 54; 3, Rustic ERght 9- 
1 3 ran. Dfca. rtsL IM Pipe). Tote: £140. 
DP £140. CSP £172. 

33Sc 1 BOWDEN SURPRISE IV Staaaty) 
16-1 2. Saforafa 4-ia. Jay Em Ess U-8 
fov. 9 ran. 2. & (R Baker). TWa: £2180; 
£330, £170. £160. DF: £9720. CSF: 
£83.48. Tneaat £14133. 

4.00: 1 MISTRESS ROSIE (C Vfobb) 9- 
2; 2. WbAc In Die Woods 9-4. 3 ran. 4-9 
fav Dutafla (puled up). 14. [M HR). TMa: 
£5.50. DP £430. CSF: £1216. NR: Ima- 
Dgtrt. 

43S: 1 MELIOW MASIBt fC MaudS) 15- 
8; 2. TIM Brower 5-1 8. Moont l atit Es- 
capade 4- 1 6 ran. 5 4 fov PUnca of Spades 

(4d4. 2Vt, 4. (N Waftei). Tote: £330; £180, 
£230. DF: £720. CSF; £1332. 

BJUfc HOtDtMCLOSEvnlhBd owr . 1 ran. 
Non Runner: Font Romeu. - • 
Placapofc £18930. QOMfocC £9030 (part 
wen, pool of £1734 to u umiamr today). 
Place 6: £6124. Pteca S: £4109. . 


PLUMPTON 

230: 1 ANNA SOLEIUD Thomas) 9-2: 
2. Patamon 4-1 3. Bea'BoMtaa 4-1 8 ran. 

11-4 fev Eskimo Mss (puked up). l U 13. (0 
Sherwood). Tate: £6.80; £2.10, £190. 
£180. UF: £1830 CSF: £2232. TricSSC 
£7036. NRs HanUtoah, Petros Gere. 

330: 1 RUSTIC CENT (J B Kavenqgh) 
10-1 2. Mr Boau 7-4; 3. Draw Ctwica 6-4 
fav. 6 ran. 12, 4. L Jewgfi). Tote: £330; 
£230, £180. OF: £1040. CSF: £2830. Wt 
Mheanmetoo. . 

330: 1 REVERSETHRUST (M Orton) 
14-1 Z Aflo Irtamado na t 7-2: 3. Real 
Madrid 51 11 ran. 7-4 fov Sun Of Swing 
(5th). srt-hd. 5 (P HeripH). Tote: £2150; 
£430. £160. £230. DR £59.70. CSF; 
£6239. 

4u00:l DREAM LENDER (DGBfotfiM 9-4, . 
Z Side Bar 14-1 3. Pfnacdo 7-1 S ran. 

4-5 f» Caa Me B*r (HO. 2a 1& <M Roberts). 
Tote: £3 j40; £160, £430 DR £3230. CSR 
£23.61 

430: 1 NOflMARANCE 0 R Knonatfl) 

1-2 fov; 2. Rhar Etea 7-2. 4 ran. 4. (D Gris- 
sen. TWa: £160. OF: £230. CSF: £2.78. 

S30: 1 MOOT IN A MHJJOVl (LAepefl) 
7-1 2. Boa 4-1 3. aonagrt ffotet 

7-2. 7’ran. 113 tw KeSy Mae iBSi). 2 "h. 
ID. (SWontnan). Tola: £730 £230 £230 
DFt £14.70. CSF: £3435 
Ptaoepot £13130. Quadpot: £42.00. 
Pteoa 6: £232.65. Pteca 5: £12832. 


ill 12 ran. jl-4 lav Itepte* Groan. 15, 
5. (A Hobbs). TWa: £330: £160, £330, 
£9,10. DF: £26.70. CSR £5035. Tricast 
£420.22. Non Rmners: Chart* Pant*. Spy 


335: LH.FRBXXE 05 Upton) 5-2 fee 
2. Beechridd Hjw 12-1 3. Camnal News 
51 12 ran. nk, 8. u Old). Tote: £430; 
£190, £330, £340. Df: £19,70. CSF: 
£34.60. Trtcsst: £21191 NRk Blazing MV- 
a cJe, Joy For Lite. 

430e 1 ORIZZiy BEAR (J Crtksty) 14-1 
2. Loch Semen Hotel 7-4; 3- Final Beat 
13-8 tW. 7 ran. 2, 22. 1R Strongs). Tote: - 
£1230; £330, £16C DFi £19.40. CSP. 
£39.75. 

43S: 1 CARONCFORD LAKES (G UpUrt) 
51 2. Baflyea Boy 11-4: 3.' Dari* Oak 5 

1 5 rm. 7-4 fw'lmpartfll VfoWg*. 18. 8. (T 

Thomson Jones). Tote: £430; £l3a £140. 
DFi £6.60. CSP £1158. Non Runner fid- 
dlers Ptka. 

S3J0: 1 MOTOQUA (Mr R Thomson) 6-4; 
2. Kaytu's Caroeael 13-1 3. Rhertrartt 
Rosa ID-1 9 rao. 113 ter RonteEy Line (kD- 
S, 1Y*. {D Wctwteonj- TWa: £2.70; £16a 
£4UXL £150 OP £3830. CSFi £2332. NR: 
Claudia Beane 

Hacepat: £183.40. Qoadpet: £109.70. 
Pteoe B: . Place 8: . 


245: 1 BRIGHTER SHADE (P Nwari) 10- 
11 1W; 2. Baflyflue 5-13. Cokten Heflo35 
a 4ran. 3, 12. (Mrs M Jtewtey). TWk £13a 
Dual Fdrecasc £330. Cdreputw Straight Fore- 
cast: £5.49. 

33&100OD VIBES ILWyert 4-11 fov; 
2.AnterochPrinca3-l&5tBrfte8ani33- 
1 8 ran. 3. 25. (T £e«ertjyl. Toto: £160; 
£120, £110, £4.50,- DFi £140. CSF: 
e< 

3 1 XSiMORfi-SPEe) (RKfovd 
Cusab 51 2. Doop Decision 7-1 3-Roy- 
al Uacadtw 4-1 5 ran. 5-4 fov Random tter- 
- van runstettd rider). 17,4. (Mis SSnwN. 
.Totee £5.70; £230, £230. DF: £1S3H CSfi 
£3232. 

4J5: 1 KMSS SERMON ft W)Wl 9-2: 
2. Tteo SoU 7-1 2. cool Weatter 11-2. 6 
ran. wens fav Gaelic Blue nwn. 11 lfc- (P 
Beaumont). Tote: £530: £ 230 , £3.40. Dual 
Forecast £29.00. CSF: £32.10. Only thred 
btehed . 

445: 1' KIERCHEM (Mrs S Grant) 5 1 Z 
To^ayVaiteh 7-1 3. FaKMM Hand 3-1 
10 ran. evens fov Fryup SateStta (5Hhj- IV* 
12. 1C Grant). Tote: E1030; £2.50. £180, 
£150. DF: £40.50. CSF: £6153. Tncast 
£194 3a 

Ptocapoe £190.00. Quadpot: £29.50. 
Pteea ft £392.69. Ptaco 5: £214aa 


NEWCASTLE 

22& 1 BHCRSVBJE (LDatSSri) ail for. 
2. TTgrela 10-1 3- final TWal 13-1 30 ran. 
hd, 2. 0 Gostten. Newmarket). Tote: £170; 
£140. £3-60. £230. DFi £430. CSF: 
£9-12- Trio: £2140. 

235:1 STATELY PROWESS (L Dettori) 

5-4; Z Carambo 12-1 a fiomar 0*CaMde 
11-2. 4 ran. U-10 lavuunta Antonia's Dou- 
ble (4Th). V., 'll. 0* Charnon. Upper Lam- 
boum). Tote: £230. Dual Forecast £7.10. 
CSF: £12.48. 

330e X. CUDG8 (T SKUM 7-2 fov. Z 
Sandmoer Denton 14-1 3. Secon ds A my 
16-14- Sham 10-1 20 ran. 3. ho. (A BO- 
lev. Tarporley). TWac £5.10: £130. £330. 
£730. £230. OF! £55.00. CSFi £6332. TiF 
case £53836. Tim £322-00. 

4.00: 1 SURPRBEMSSON (J Fortune} 
15-8 Cavr 2 .' 8 madetahs Beauty 16-1 a. 
Manaanda 9-1 llran. nk, Vc (Mrs J Rems- 
den, Thbsk). Tote: £2.80; £1.30. £2.40, 
£2.00. OF: £4113. CSF: £3333. IttaSC 
£20334. Trto.' £6130. After B swards' in- 
quYy, TPeraBU# stood. 

435?! PARADMM fL Dttnf) 

5-2: z Darit eaeoe-U-lQ fov; 3. LamMt 
5-SL 8 ttew lVfc iy*. 0 Bosdea Nounaks). 
■Mae sloot £i4ft £ 1 1 P . £ii a Dft £iea 
CSP. £531 

839 ITHREEAKHERBKE (Deal MeK- 
***) 14-1 2- tap***" «r 7-1 Z- Fdtet 
11-4 fov; 4. Ba warned. 20-1 18 ran. 
iM-nd. (M Jornsan. MtddW»m). Tota: 


NOTTINGHAM 

230: X. LORD SMTTH (D Swaeneyi 11- 

10 fav; 2 . Who Nose 8 - 13. Pink nefcet 6 - 
1 8 ran. 2, sht-toc. (W TumerkTotes £2.10: 
£140, £230. £190. DFI £1030. CSFi 
£1037. 

230: 1 MILE WOH fl’art BMery) 11 - 8 ; 
2. CathraM 10-11 fov; 3. Bolri Omte 16- 
1 7 ran. 2, 7. (M Crrannon). Tote: £230; 
£110. £140. Dual Forecast £110. CSF: 
tare • 

330; 1 TREASURE TOUCH U CSrraD 7- 
1 2 . Master Raley 14-1 3. Wtefo Do*-. 
We 6-1 4. Dfoonctlve Draam 25-1 18 ran. 
7-2 Em Pertop. 3’A, V-. (0 Mdvh). Tote: 
£6.70; £330. £330. £160. f&OO.'.Oft 
£10930. CSFi- £11039. Tctcasc £60632. 
Trio: £23120 (part enn, pool of £26038 10 
Uttmenr 3.10 todeyl 

Mfammei)^ 6-12.^ Ttoaa/ 
Tefl 6-3: B. JHadtaon Wetcome 18-1 

11 ran. 4-1 tevAsny Aunt 14th). I'A, y*. (J 
DuHotp-Tote: £730; £130. £23a £5,60, 

“^0839. 74^44731 
Trio: £173,70 (part wn, pool of £8331 » 
uttousar330 today). 

. Cl Weaver) 6^ fev; 2 - 

UtoodteM Njnmph 6 - 13 , Mmm 25.1 
8TSM- 7. 11L (M Johnston), Tote: » 
£140, £160, £7.00. DF; £630. CSF; 
£1172. Trtaast £15931 After e nrank' 
(equity, tne rsutt stood. ■- • 

' CHANCE lM H^vy) 6- 

x 2 . Ttemflweli 10-1; 3 . Flrat etteace 10*-' 
1 4. Barrortn 33-1 18 «. 7-2-fov uwo- " 
TtNSL 1* V>- U H*s). Tates £2030; £430 
£2.40, £330, £730. DF: £8230, CSF' 
£30034. ■Mate £54331 Trite £33180 
(pan won, pod of £46.70 to Utlaww 330 
today). _ ; . 


TOWGESTER 

235:lAWFPS«rraa) SI 2.Patdteo 
9-2; 3. Captaki Tandy 10-1 8 ran. S-4 fov 
Bash In The Pwi (600. tht-M. 6 . (I Joseph). 
Tote £730; £170. £160, £2.20. DF: 
£18.70. -CSF: £27.74. Trtcesc £205.17. 

. 2.46:3. SLEAZEY IS Cunan) 4-5 fov. 2 . 
Art SfcBng 5-Z 3. Copper Cable 4-1 4 
ran. 1 (fort. 0 G OTMII). Tote: £180. DF: 
£2.30. CSA £336.- - - 

335:1 MERLINS DREAM (JAMcCanty) 
7-2; 2 . Lay It OK SI; 3. Danger Baby 5- 

1.8 ran. 3-1 tev'Sheeton Lad |4tn). 3, X'h. 
(O Shenmod). Tote: £5.00; £170. £17a 
on. df: £2430. CSF: £25.64. Trtcesc 
£10035. Wfc Cfoson Cuy. 

35feL ROSS DANCER (JMB 8 B 6 ) M: 
2 ,-SteoJefleld h 9-4 fov; B.Catoochee 8 - 
18 ran. nk. 1 V»- tl Moore). Tafa: £1030; 
£230, £130, £170. OK £12.20; CSP 
£2331 TWcatf: £12437. 

: 43&1TEAPLANTER (te BPcAodO 4^ 
fov; 2.TWItert6aoi8a5-2 ITBcWfoM Lad 
7-1 3 inn S* (Mas C Saunders) . Tote: 
£150. DP £130. CSF: £189. 

455: l-RINC OF VISION U Ma0sa) 9-4; 
Z Jareefcan FO^rt 2S1 3. Rfato« Doufh 
, 3-1 10 ran. 2-1 fov Mr DsftyfQfi). IV 4 , 4, 
tC Manrt-.Totes £330; £110, £4^0. 
£160, DF; £27,00. CSP £5531 
Ptacepofe £78.90- Quadpot £2830. . 

Acs 6 c £8737. Pteoe -ft £29.46. 


WARWICK 

230: 1 VAX RAPflJE IS CWteW) 8- 1: Z 
: Mrtfo*n 12-1 3-Ato oaya techy 5-1 14 ran. 
S2fw Theatre of Dreams (4tM. 1 ¥*, nk. y 
Spearmfl). Totre. £10.60; £2.70. £3.60. 
£170. DF: £7110. CSF: £9038. Tno: 
£45.90. 

350: 1. COUNT TONY (D 25- 1; 2. 

Tanga Mag 11-2 fov. 3. My st ic Qwest 12- 
1 32 ran. tt, l’A. (S Woods). Totec £27.60; 
£530, £2.60, £4.00. DFi £110.60. CSF; 
£1*13-40- Titoetc £1604.02. Tno: £227.00 
(part won. pool of £7335 to Uonstar 3 JO 
rotfay). 

33S: 1 MAD MILITANT (T SpmJdrt 8-1 
Z VnJe Via 12-1- 3- Mono Lady 10-1 13 
iw, 5-2 lav Yet Again (Bth). V*. Vh. (A 
Streeter)- Tote: £750; £140. £3.10. £330. 
OF: £36.70. CSF: £8931 Tncasc £91831 
Trio; £89.90. 

4.05: 3L DOMDUNT DUCHESS iK FaBon) 
5-2: 2. As4s 4-5 fov; 3. Ronqulste tfOr 40- 
1 6 ran- l'A. & OHM. THk £330; £170, 
£140. Dfi £2.00. CSF: £434. 

4^0e 1 RUSSIAN MUSIC (KFMtol 11- 
-4 Jt tar. Z Carrantta £■£■ 3 . King of Praa 
11-4 JtfoK 8 ran. 3Y-, 3. (Miss Gay KeJte- 
wayl- Tote: £330; £140. £230. £1.60. DF: 
£1010. CSF: £1833. NR: Lnne|y Leader. Tno: 
£730. 

110:1. NAPOLEON STAR (N Manis] 12- 
1 2 Soteoien lS-l: 3. Cl La High 5-2 feu. 
12 ran. Y*. IV*. (S Bownng). IWs: £15.90; 
£3.00; £3J0. OR £m30. (SF: £186.81 
Tncasc £489.48. Trio; £7930. 

Ptecapoc £413.00. Quadpot: £19 JX). 
Pteca Be £26437. Pteea 5; £60.41. 


WINCANTON 

230: 1 MRS EM iLCfonrrwte 2-1 Jt-feric 
2. Royal Rotor 14 l; 3 . Neat Frat 2-1 Jt- 
fov- 9 ran. 19,. 1 V*. IP Nfchdts), Tots: EUOr 
£120. £330, £140. Dual Forecaec £13.70. 
Computer Straism. Forecast £3188. 

230: 1 STR0KE8AVER (M Beny) 5-1 2 . 
Dnmfuun 4-7 fav. 8 ran. 20 . IC Bnxria'- 
Tote: £6-40: £230. £1.50. Durt ForenBC 
£2.80. CSF: £8.70. Non Rumen foe rite 
Gaotthe. - - 

330: 1 PROUD IMAGE IR Hobson] 2-1 . 
2. Ath ChaaonaHIto Si; a. Abarara 3-1 S 
rareS-4 fov Fleet cadet ifoh). 5 . ia (G Me- 
CourB. Tote: £2.40; £1.40, £23tt DFi. 
£1160. CSF: £12.51 

,.3 3< ? :1 : SEVSa i pMerte yi u-liiw 

Mrateald 4- 1 ; 3 . Vtonage Ctaret 2-1 4 ran. 

SSfavSenteflaBoyifem. 2. test ff» Baked- 
TJte: £830. Dual Forecast £13.50. CSF: 
£22.57. 


43ttlCORPUSiDJKov»ia6ril2-l. 
2. Ortvar OucKott 11-2. 5 ran. 13-8 

as - |R HofolMJ- TWa: 
£3 - 30 ' 01X1 forecosC 
£m30. CSF- £6179. Non Runner. Beau Ba- 
ouaid. 

— I^ 305 L W miNCTON (P Hue) 94; Z 
^uamntoi/Boy 1S-1; 3. Regal Gera 7-S 
8 ran. evens fawuhte Mr Strong (Sale (4l«. 
rl'^c 7ate ^330: £150. 

£4.1°. Dual Fdreeast; £4630. CSF: 
Q7.43. 


unaxETER. 

21E: 1 HAYAAftl (TJ aSuOwm) 25 fov, 

Arra^nt Htrir lfi-1 3. Eranrik 7-Z 4- ran. 
r*,2Y*. (K Bulky). Tote: £140. DFi £73a 
CSFi'tt.78. 

: URblCOaOTORALAUtMIOBUrows) 

. 7-2: 3JWnl.limiiH 12-1; 3. Wry P«rK. 


.WETMERBY 

' 2J3Sll BARTON HEKtffS (P Muen) S. 
Z» fov; Z JetauM 11-4; 3. Mantood 33- 
1 8 ran. 5-2 f fav Rve Flea (4tW, 7 , 

(^Mtew«yLltata:£390;£140. £130, 
£730. - OF; £6.60. 'CSF: &£*. T^w! 
£170.68. nrk Cray Hone Dancer, Green- 
Dew Manor. . ’ 


Hocraw*- onmS) nr floi i>mn 

of£a530arnea forward to UttartSf today. 
Pteoa 6: £723.06. placa 5: £494.92- 


FAWYHOUSE 

2! 3 . The Cray Monk 9-2 

i Ptenan). Tote: E5.00; £140, £3.90, 
£ 3 j- 60 ' r ^Wrse: £90.00. CSF: 

£a27 - 72 - Nonftnwr. WV'- 
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RICHARD EDMONDSON 


Jjand in the finish, travelling in 
thewrong direction, 

. The re were other worrying 
^ for ibetravefleis, who were 

remit pH m - . 


When the great portfolio of J^.^^ lra X eJlei5 ' whQwerc 
dodgy photographs « r ®P ut «i to require eawaonw to 

logued it may be that the Cot" t ^ e * r * >es£ ’ 28 P* 1 ® 5 

iPgtey taWes ^d S‘ e ^.^PP^whenhSS 
Surgeon's image of the Locb k ■!S rn V he «» 

Ness monster are joined in?S ade ' fector <Ed for 

by the finish of the 1907 thoa 8b the 

Insh Grand National. 1997 still managed to slog 

lb al] who witnessed a trail ?J? way round for Surd places 
matic struggle up Fairvhoi^c 11 J. e 81 Ieast ^ fi£ht an- 

rising strait 0,her <%. which is notasenti- 

I^aredtSithefii^Se^ 

die fine belonged to ttehSS Hflrdj Affiur m <* The Latvian 
ever the Wctor wasannoimced nJS^??S 

as Jenny Pitman’s Mudahim. A 

loose horse chantinp nast thp ® Wdo 

central comhaSf, tte nS? (SouthweB 130) 

m the opposite direction made ~ “ " 

detaileHanoKmic^r.i i_ - . . _ 


ER&FBS! 

VKtones fol “ Moore and Francis Woods, suc- 
cessfullastyearwithSbered 
M^ n ?c W ^ h,ScottJshand Gale, had wot it again. Then it 

was announced that Jason Tit- 

ley * who collected the Grand 
Fore flag-fall. Onlv five Rmish- Noiinmi (a. i. 



tH»iT9*!55fia«BS-L-- ««»* 

urt nm n f? Bgfe»9»5alSb» *1. 

Bwote/ioaaai' in 

|Tf~ l*i 1 T *** < w -^ g iaw l Q-i 

an M^e ii irsi» a>938a>i 10-1 

Fw A H tfB fTO^aov ■903331 . I 2~I 

fw Ir rf»>Mcsjanr»Kfl'ftg[13Bjj 16-1 

a* (M Cagacfp710a3t» 16 -1 

ja Str-*»— SL J2;l 

-^Jll 16-1 

flnlinr- Klqf jP KgftoCs'lQgW 16-1 

it Fbrat w^staan 204 

a . 1 ^ — < ganne* tG ftcnarcS'lDsnai 25-i 

It -^- LH IMis J RurianlOsiqfci 25-1 

IM Pipe/lDstSIbJ S_1 

yrr^m Oot w CS^nCTi t3rt&<VJ 1 3te' 3 3-1 

M B ailerllalOW B4 

HfwCo IMltorsSsJSBJl 83-1. 

<* 1 T Maw 'IP aam 33 - j 

IBtatbta <H MH|gg S5l3B» .33- 1 

CH Dg Bgogjg^i o allg £a l 

Maomm Hfcte IM Salaman-Osn 40-1 

n»m jj ^jOa n fl Ba gtBBB Bi 4 0 ~ 1 

stylacte (G McCotirr-Rair^i ac-l 

TtentegTriit ID techobwaaiap* _._33;1 
3^11 Will II ttm lmmoinun— l-rpa ^ BO -1 

fluttli— nriM [‘I Ca t J Wee-’3^7iQi 68 -1 

tkultm IP F«hvrB8t2HH M-l 

TTr^H* - * ' f" tU. 

ft a — • i* »- T M og BgglOftl 6€rl. 

OMc Mthmr (MbC Ha nhniaa/ atil7« >i 100-1 

Bry ffl T-,l,t, <>o-Pay>W | S sifflbi 6P- 1 

PAiMUr tM PmeBolCBbi 100-1 

fta'of OjO ixtas H KnTM l B«6fc’ 50-1 

TTtF r * r IQIfeA 

ft»y _anfc» |N_7 OmevBsn 2 U>^_ _ 100-1 

MMtf Botot iR Woct Stouse 9h.3|,. 100^1 


Cg| lo jt KnMrt IN T.Pa meVBtf6mi M O-1 

Mw -PHCBbVSg2»' _ . 100-1 

SMrffc aaa nvl Giffonl-8^> ISO-1 

Pont gH Up (Mss V VVJtam&«EC ?aii _2004 
200-1 

Ow nM Straw M J*u»m'8«2ai_ .150.1 
ftafK »a, IM Hammond' S*!) 2 00-1 

pk»mp swaw at u ja agarn - »WA 

Each-way a Quarter the «Ms. puns I, 


W^^l^LjKfcre^^^Jo 4 " 

0-1 " 8 -1 Li 

M-l 1«-1.,.. _5ri 

1 0- 1 10-1 V t* 
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20 -x 20-1 
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m 33.1 Srt 
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33-1 33J._ 3?M- 

g- t 30 - 1 40 -1 

3 3-1 Mil^. __ 33-t 

4a 1 50- 1 4C M 

ad i JC -i BO-.l 

stl jp j 

33-J ttouWf ui 30-1 
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50 3 e&Tl 50-1 

_&iv 1 100-1 fifrl 
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M-l 6 6-1 lOCFl 

66-1 66; 1 66- 1 
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. _ 100-1 100-1 

M»:l_ 100 ^ 1 00-1 
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Jenny P i t man s tarts National week with Mudahlm's win in yesterday's Irish version Photograph: Julian HerbertfAHsport 


— rniAUVj UC “ 

fore flag-faU. Only five British- 
trained runners had been 
successful in the event’s 127-year 
history, but Pitman went into the 
race having already relieved 
the Irish of one of their trea- 
sured baubles, the Ladbroke 
Hurdle, earlier in the year. 

Mudahim went into bat with 
seven other British beasts, the 
largest contingent ever to cross 
the water for the race. The chal- 
lenge was soon diminished 
when Sister Stephanie decided 
not to bother. Aardwolf then 
had a lie down after the second 
obstacle, though he did take a 


• V jv ■’MV VUUbMW u LUC MldUU 

National for Weathercock 
House two years ago on Royal 
Athlete, had prevailed. 

“If I had been beaten, miss- 


"VI w uvuuu VA 1 IV V » K* 

tect stricken bocses] would nave 
been what scuttled us,” TTtley 
said. “He was pricking his ears 
and enjoying jumping but he be- 
gan to look around him and we 
nearly lost it dose home. 

“He was jumping for fun but 
he wasn’t doing much when we 
bypassed the second last or 
when he regained the lead about 
100 yards out Tm surprised and 


obviously delighted that the 
verdict has gone our way.” 

Pitman now has even more to 
chat about to Des at Liverpool 
at the end of this week. The 
Lamboum trainer is repre- 
sented by Smith's Band and 
Nahthen Lad, who was sup- 
ported with Wiffiam Hill yes- 
terday, in the big one on 
Saturday. There were 45 leftaf- 


the most significant being the 
top weight, Master Oats, who 
will be left in at least until his 
trainer, Kim Bailey, walks tbe 
course on Thursday morning. 

Tbe notable riding arrange- 
ment was Charlie Swan's deci- 
sion to play musical saddles. 


will now be ridden by Graham 
Bradley) in favour of WykJe 
Hide, who seems to have been 
backed by anyone with a punt 
in their pocket in recent days. 

By Satorfoy and Liverpool, 
Salvo Giannim, who hears tbe 
partnership behind Mudahim, 
may have recovered. Salvo lives 
in Chepstow, next door to 
David Broome, and when his 
pride and joy took the Racing 
Post Chase earlier this year he 
celebrated locally ax the Tam 
House -pub. He eventually hit 
the sack at 6am and did not re- 
tire in story-book fashion with 
a teddy. He took a pint of lager 
to bed with him. 


Trix is at long odds to turn the scales 


Lurking among the Grand Na- 
tional outsiders is a horse for 
whom Saturday is the outcome 
of a plot hatched by his owner 
seven years ago. Turning Trix 
w31 carry the famed black and 
yellow colours of Mel Davies, 
who bought him in Ireland in 
1990 with the express intention 
of owning an Aintree con- 
tender. 

Turning Trix was then a 
three-year-old Now he is 10 and 
the sole National candidate 
from the top stable of David 
Nicholson. John Kavanagh 


rides. It could be that the Tote's 
50-1 will prove generous. 

Davies is also the owner of 
Barabrook Again, magnificent 
winner of the Queen Mother 
Champion Chase in both 19S9 
and 1990. “Bamie" was yester- 
day munching grass in his re- 
tirement field on a stud farm 
west of Dublin. It was Bamie's 
impending retirement that 


prompted Davies to seek a rc- 
pbeeroent^ - one capable of stay- 
ing a marathon distance. 

“He was bought specifically 
as a Grand National horse,” 
Davies said. Certainly his pedi- 
gree. by Buckskin out of Mer- 
ry Run, a Deep Run mare, 
should ensure stamina is nol the 
main problem. The biggest ob- 
stacle is that Turning Trix, along 
with others, is currently set to 
be burdened with considerably 
more weight than their handi- 
cap rating - 161b in his in- 
stance. Only if the present top 


HYPERION 

2JJ0 O MY LOVE (nap) 4J.0 Charming Girl 
2L40 My Nominee 440 Pearl Epee 

3J0 Bhmtswood Hal 5-10 Laburnum Gold (nb) 

340 Beatson 

GOING: Good to Finn (Good In places). 

■ Left-hand enure. Run-In of 170yd. «»>.« . 

BCuuraetsSEoftoiiniiiOTBn017.S»alMn(DertyOreiwBw)g| uu» e iMM ^PMSSMIfc 

Club S15 (OAPh £12); TnttemJh £10 (OAP* 57); Course S4. CAX PAMfc Free. 


■ LEADING TRAWras WITH XDNNEBSc X Bailer — 25 winnew from J 16 nmneto 
gives a mtm rallo of 21.6% and a loss loail leveJsttkeofSSJ^DWdwtoen — 
21 wtaicw. f« ninmw, 12-0*. 0 Sherwood — 18 wtanera, 85 mum, 27.7H, 

+£16.23: W» H Knight — 14 winners. 68 nmnera. 213ft. +£12-10. 

■LEADING JOCKEYS : R Dumwoody — 40 womens. 168 ride*. 23.8%, -A44J82; JO*- 
borne — 2H winners, 03 rides, 30.1%, +SF.7.22; AlUpht-M wtanon. 116 riden, 
20.7%, +S3.05; N WtHUxuua — £1 wbinm, 141 rides, 1&3%, -417.78. 

bunkekbd fust na tgri iit raioi. 

WINNERS IN THB LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE RDNNEBS: GnlT lad 1 1101 h» bee* sent 1 90 adit* by L Ump Bwn 
Camnhcmuwn. DumlHej. ' 

| ri rtti 1 CENTRAL TELECOM/5CK NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3000 added 2m Penalty Value £2,537 

1 145310 rUAPBE»BtP9)tOHMlgMft*bnl) MteMltadBnil71113^^- -jwr4^ ». 

2 15 F 2 S 5 *!%KI»( 2 niD»lteiai 4 aJ 09 w 5 US — — JA nttayH Jf 

3 501001 SHUSH IHTIRW1. W (Ws J VWa05« NVCg gg51 14— IVBTlwrtfleff) 

4 400 CYPHR4HS (54) W3*xdl Ft A Pa 11 3 S£ilS[ 

5 045230 DARK PHOCMX p0| (BF) 0} ftenan) 0 ftenw^T^lD 10 ; — 

6 33-2365 «XFLU®l77?U*sJ«Pa^H») 1010 

7 065343 uw w rmMiia IRNFi6HiP6fln&B10B- ■ PWMwB 

S 24)0001 amBOUWV CASUE P4) (CO) oawnv J FtoG«*i 5 10 6— f Udiy ra 

q Mjtug oSBfUWEgB)MCW>eriMgHKncii610 6 - — ■ ■ -lOihew 

10 020023 MGW DOW (14) lM BW430I1CA V Lodfey ^ ® 

11 43OT2 COWilBT MMSIREL (M) (5 »«* 6 WO Z T?*" 

S ^ 

uad, iTl Worthy M—rti*. 20-1 
lS96:€WcN^41013APMcQ^5'l|Pf*a«^J^ af > 

FOmBI 

txssssss^sss^^ 

(tuoriai rrieri 3rd. a h sAStt beaw in «*h 


FORM cure 

FewcIliiBBeinliBBqiBroaalanCadwncBaBtoimMiheadna iB tlfmociBaBQaEryOA KM Sian 

peM 141 iwvn he g« Dv c&nca » nn oS a kw iTah e a sdkrin a deceit utee. h Is mMy oes- 
ink to ttai ba can mpo« enoM id <m a tasa He the Worn EAwd Sqmm> but he dd 

sbwaomi|0«olBiM«l«< BnfBAf on iwih oris ina 32 -Aato«hvidBap nCartsb just uidera 

yvi«>airiteiuMn>MiWh|»WMi4nganuBi«gijnUnraBnBanUiiiiMhiy)e.Ed* 

inlSaiiiDavananmQinMKwsBbawDrdttKiMihSdeinaBneDrsArBininhBajbB- 
A»ad»«cNjMptaaMCftiwSMMtf)AWnAvil 7be ton does nor AonfaViiuA tUM 
is ace b pntab* no Wftr. Cnpiata Nunr locks a dftoi tide, bu t b poeaUe ha s «9 henAcapped 
fbt gtt dw m* rf B» ooe. Iha booling <4 Ikdi Fbggnftf smds emuagiinn, Mia fl* eripiMcn 
WRalMwand Mn Po%rara anera Mh enriemw*. sMcUme QUET MOiens 

added 


y+tjb 

J ”• • • - - r.'“ ' T_- 

!* '■■■=■: . •. • ';r • 


jred wmemai 


1 

; atw 

3 

5 1 W5 

6 51MP0 

; 133^JP 

a 2173PU 
q TO 


MOW! ARGUS HUNTCR ^SE (CLASS H) £2fl°°: 

2m Tf Penalty Value £1*585 ».«»***« 

gMiiireateSsnond ^ u rCWamB) 

SoSSot ^ c d 2£u il SK m 

3AF (ZOO Downes) 3 

-SdaoNM- _ __ _ . AUiaet. A bBbib, 


1 322000 CA1U506 BW (38) (QpWhffiuJO Showed BlllD IDcboiW 

2 RUG BBUSON(54)MsERGbn*w|f>Bu«raii0fi BPom* 

3 1F54U6 niMH? BAT (33) (D) (W V A Ms ES MM NHsndaoon 6 10 2 MAHbpnld 

-3dadMd- 

BOllW! 13-6 P » Mi a< 15-8 Qdtoa Bay, 2-1 Ptadaf Bay 
IMfclayXUKi 71010APUoC«74P Mdnh)5 an 
FORM CUBE 

KHSON del Ml In iha spring In his nonce season nerhuAE and neemtt hoe trrshnad up by a 
54-day lm% sKaeniie otner nn hm hed.a fan aaals A loa BaMaon nl apindMe the Rnari 
wd beUcad a aVM at ilw vctfus * Mnosroon ha W» irm am oriha bea Gtaun m Hu couv 
oy.OBfcnftrftj lire. BstoondU nadoan»«ngnawwnff In (anna of dr bare tomMwi landhgIM 
Deceoiba- tat-titt. Out He an a i* 5ea« tan ha firri ptoiaig a^ae vdwn upped h gade a Kemp- 
ttn In Janoy.Csaioa&v has iww inspied 0 e« CMdldsDCB since hawemdiaaig, but he has iptfr 
end *1 tom vws oaMWeas, MdwBnR one a this coase On*. HE baac pnUaai 6 that he appeaa n 
Mi fl« ham to a ttf« Mtaq0i them corid ba any nurim d Karara tor ttat. OsdaiNr, me okrt fc 
dm and be ad DM slang tl d»*b jcys N string *Me he can ba tapt on tha Mfc. tub mam ban a 
danptwdULFlMMDivMnaNei^lnNiMDMHmDimaiBVEi^nifetvlUiRDes'- 
alinanMD^iinMmtmlimBqpomMaUntfinaestaniiotsMlvinirsiKelHia- 
Duj, be M fir «l here off ttatnmiitng tut*. SNacthw BCOSOM 

|A ini MOBILEPONE GROUP HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) 
Lr^J £7,000 added 2m Penalty Value £4,756 

.1 O312P0 SMB%E(S)(D)0DwdN»tDJLhan*71111 D6ata«wr 

2 042065 CHARMK QKL (USA) (31J (d^ C Coei 0 SRsnaouiJ 6 11 3 lOatmna > 

3 20443/ 1E1AN0 GOLD (USA) (BE) (CD) [P PRurisy 7 10 32 SWjww 1 

4 «40PU HR BtBCAUCmr pU) (29) (CD}(Bi){StSrte)rWCMa)58nolislwB10 7_JEIIauda 

.5 322311. 0NtAKSHAR(Z7)BMMnWB!) Uss Hfatft 5100 ICUSoty 

6 000335- 1BX IVOCH poa) &>) Mi Ortas W Of W IDO COfCrmttP] 

7 1-0 SHHOUS (1123 (CO) OBF) (Ta* and Qaa IflBBda) R Batey 7 10 0 SIMM 

-7 deriarad- 

AMlnunKjpt fttlOki. Tiue Aandcag M0ds; Test UahA 9st m Serious 9st THi .. 

BETim 24 Danlahaa, 4-1 Star Rago, M Swim, M l^wm BoU, tt-2 Chanutng Bid, 16-1 
Hi nwmiM. TT ITnl MMil I 

IBBft nt»r Windenr 7 10 5 S Hogan 7-2 (T Oram 7 on 
nSHOIDE' 

saa0USwBtaiiViEai4DnMFbtOKrasenc»upiaiEnA«tBeianiimsdea«anagdetiotouerliv- 
das on 9Mau»Ms««an,attiiag> nesting » hHtownoif » tear WaaMtr Bhew twrissdaSw , 
oWKtothalMitmaouLlfeHEMaRddtawlauasiniBiBappaeEviGesiHiieini^eiarlk- \ 
Dnear, M mi rildia pact whan doudngdie *« Ian and ha aesA peaneed anh ate tfts. He has 
a sOBB tan span thasasaamnatf hanekappaa an dtftait wight tanna,)w ha eoUd sfl pnxJuoe a 
Mnng Uck on iNa last gnond K MjunpiiiBL Mir Raga mb die County Hudk) M Uareh and has 
heU Ns (Dnn maB^gSMi at tSttoncfc a fd«»yc4asp*r a slppsdaiue. Mamn a fnasaconi to 
ShHng Ed® at Dm»ar stewrts aid he h» save bean rated n tan cnmpata« banlcais. Dcrt 
tie suprtsed » sae Hat Bounce back Mth a B»d iw E«en M a gnsnr saaiiia tan. ■ndanae. Onratag 
Obi nas bean a tat-doKn snee a good sacono n> Embmb Dssei a Ajtw m Nmntiar ismstting may 
haw teen anted ■< Senous o»bi 1*6 more tt tm trooi 1%» tWd, vBo carrtonaUy bai Mwk Td» 
hen h DasaolBC and DwaMbao, Wo M bm getting te m ueme m none oonvanr andtadhis 
lecert defeet of Zander tiooHad when mniOK non yesant^. Satadkm: SBdOUS 

I A AA l CJ PEARCE. NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) £SfiOO added 
2m Sf Penalty Vafue £3^0 

1 F-5CPU QtBIEAilAHnn WRJ Email SRoolBiiaw 0120 CHandB 

2 5HP31 (CARLEPa(lQ(MsAAauesiDMMonSU3 MMmm 

3 RJ433F GLAIIABGUTZPS) WsXifcMBitr^PDafinn 7112 Mr R IbonM P) 

4 250-304 RAHE(WUmAICE(M)(BHfbMl(79wril2 ntUan (7) 

5 606403 SAWAHWroiSWwnertTD0ra*%U.tt2 %R teuton 

6 0245ff 7PML4SSET {14) (TlBy fata) AFbaea 7 11 2 6wylJ««* 

B61T WS : anna P aa ii E pe e , 24. QbR« A ltan,M a M nan d ntr .l&-l Snaanqi , 14-1 Rata Oecuraaca, 
2D-lTDtri Asset ! 

1996: llaftft isd 7 11 2 M A Rd^dd 58 (1 Edawfel 4 01 


HYPERION • 

2L20 Southern Cross 2.50 Regal Romper 
3.20 Campaign 3.50 Ivy House 4JS0 Don- 
im Blue 4^50 Last Try 

GOING: Good (Good u> Finn in piacn). 

■ Left-hand trv*) arcniL Rnn-ta of 200yds aUghlly \ipWU. 
MCouraeteNEof tqpra<mB373E4 noarjimctnfl of AOS nod AT. 
AI»nSSlON: F l d b3 i >R , CMiCttBP»niedttnde^iBn fire); Taner- 
saflsSS; Goiirse'StfOlSMuyicais. indwfingupio 4«dnhs£B). 
CARPARK: Free. 


BUNKERED FIRST TIM E: For Sparrow f4.50). 

WINNERS IN TUB LAST SBVQ4 DATS: FUEerSbritUiOl won 
at. Southwell on Timsday. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: RNCo«aBander(4J0) has brat 
awu ^2 milei by J Connwll from Gravoacnd, Kent. 

[2351 WCUTORD WOTS LTD NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £3jB50 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 031-01 HQBmQBt5WHC2(0JRcteiEg6116MtoJ Woanalp) 

2 601534 RUE OUTTHE REST (ISR MsS H+taHer6U6 Albomtw 

3 404125 SPRtTTHt (34) pf} J RnfieraW 5 11 1 WDw 

| 4 OPO BORI»IUfiE0qFMuedi611O ADobUa 

5 54-0423 CHARLEY lAAtBQIT {IQ J MaOoe 6 11 0 — _E Fhatand (3) 

6 302 HAJOR HARRB C13) M Hananond 5 11 0 Rtaihty 

7 000 PSABE HE ff8) (171 T lata 7 110 ICMa0tan 

8 13-5432 SOUHEtNCaoSSnMWEsBBty5UO PNhan 

9 4483S0 THE ROAD WEST (59) J L Ej« B 11 0 B Stony 

10 532-03F nKBMW0D{O) PBnratTUO RStMe 

11 00031 PONIEVEORA (39) K MagRi 4 IDS JUMnctafF) 

-Udadnd- 

BE1TIIB; 31 Smdbani Crons, 7-2 Sprittw, 4-1 Cbariey bmberi, U-2 
MM HanH, 8-1 NoRbera Sbr, TWaaAwKMl, 10-1 PHtamba, Of. Ada 
Out Tha Reri, 16-1 Tbe Read West 20-1 Man 

IVen ] FERDY MURPHYS OWNERS HANDICAP 
l*~ v l CHASE (CLASS E) £4y300 added 2m 

1 22B0-3F KJ0RDAM(163)(Cm WCUnng&n 1012 0 .JMSMb 

2 322224 REGAL HOWS! (21) (CD) Mb SSmtfi 9 114 JtUrodttawt 

3 31-1533 C»)USHHCAIlBI(17)dqCni>iifcnHhai03AaMi 

4 3662P5 BHSB.IB«(2^p) M Barnes 7 IDO BSaurey 

-4dadmd- 

mimn aeigw: last True Qntop vdffic Rebel mg 9sr 7H 
HEJTWe 13-6 droeHnN-Haalber, Der Tordaaa. 3J flepd Soropar, 
94 Rebel Kkff 


ihwelwaoAMoui 


par QHta A Ahro and PM ^aa, bn he 
ar tea a™, fjmped sarttf urti 
Cfiffrm Getuig 126 fMm Outt A Uan 


UH *d» thW M. snl he etnld be haeed Qy me sagoy m ratnne un nom ^ a wan 
MB 1*1 a CWW ad Part Epee.nad hod b to* trotter* wft her turopng ind nnwgaBanprlM 
Hn Mie ate io< ads » donewa and nn Die 9*0 out of CBmpedie £y. Qute A Man easriad 129 
7b id May a UxftM feel Nne, tail Ihs Kfc R a W®w one. Std , na to on n nat-utt now and subjd 

dm he hoasomd out Ns unpo& 


one. Stfl , M to on n nann» now and and) 
Sakc tto: SLAUANSUTZ 


rcTrn JENKiNSONS CATERERS MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS E) 
| JaLU j £ 3 floo added 2m Penalty Value £2^432 


^if^witie Of Ns tanScm tem rtena he *■ be 

» \ W 311 h®” " w tom iwMwaiW Hagt. Wa Mnp*ngM 

■Mpgas 

(?WP> ustmoi«i. miMG HAMMCAP HURDLE 


1 088065 JtUWlttnBOT0»pRilML&Mi*6: 

2 6003 raBUB0)(PAMtO)eMRBalS)i6 U 6- 

3 QW- rOM7(4afl(Ol»«PH0irB«ia6d7116 

4 op»ff jAsaes^OTJirsito^wctjmg. 
fi 23220F KAUWWSS (139) (ft* Hw ;-. W lade 6 11 6 

7 W40 0 J*na 

10 02 


11 S3-3F 

12 . P 


i) 1*4 J Ware SUB oualqr 

_M Foster 

OankBjnw 

*5116 _JCAMigKftl 

i5U6 — __CMMB 

14110- nihidflrotrf 


SraKSfe 1 nV" 

1996:CDirtiySw.5116G8BiSey3-l tC&wte) ISan 


iWyWOarielSRmolEhMSUB— —CUM 

nenC Uaca)05 tBMood4110- QBaflaMy 

asd, 6-1 Hog OfSpirtA«. Tan. IM KaMrosa, 144 


a hm run ton Qusa A Man in tha pranus ace and naei d» have 
LJWYS, who had JHL rm«d me a iMenaM MBonnhenfefflng 


1 sasaa (45) io 8---; 

» "3 BSW®. Ssr— ^ 
BB«^Ss&assaaas? 

— ■ — 


[MS 


HYPERION 

2j 00 Raffles Rooster 2_30 Shakfyr 3 j 00 Zorba 
3-30 Daawe4j00JulWs Relative 430 ■fayovuUin 

GOING: Standard. BEALLS: fir A 1m Of - ouisukn rest bvadv. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Now. 

■LFtbresand «riace; left-hand sharp, oval enure. 

■ Camm lu fim W of Newark. ADMISSION: dub 112: Tauer- 
SBbl6<OAP DTOnund Chib 14. n!6a Ere). CAR PARK: Free. 


BUNKERED POST TIME: Unknown TenUoer (4.00). 
WDOJBBS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Dauteg CavaBer 12.00) 
wan si Caneridt on Wednesday. 

LGNGJiaSTANCE HUNNERS: Raffles RoMer(i«)) & Can** FTO»- 
taay (4X10) roeft aB rnllei ly A Nroronrabe lhan HuarMron, Djw l 

lOftn l APRL POOL APPRENTICES HANDICAP 
l AUU l (CtJSS F) £3^00 added lm6f 

1 30-2112 nmUES BOOSmi pa)pl ANe«QBte59 12_MBatiAator4 

2 531145 BEMBWfl P3) (O (C, ■*) J Barto 7 a U DDaabyB 

3 240135 8a»Bffl(2fi9(D)U6MR6«M < 9«LPFMMoiMB 
A 530241 nVCMWVAUERro(C5TOPHt*nsheM493(5w.-_ 

D Haydn (6)3 

5 521503 AH ON (7)(C9 J Hflthein G S 1 .TSttfclWJ 1 

6 324104 RXtZAS [29J (Q J J ONei 58 13 .C Imtbor (4) 5 

7 AXfiiy BWMDIMW(Mflff09»faBMUia»iG711 

B fte^JhnaeTOa' tt) n 

8 414502 UHW*AISlSClJBttKA(32) R MBWs57lO Jf«M W7 

I 9 006&O5 NAriflWIMYffiNp)«5AKrg4 710 PDnZ 

ACitiwn aepc fttlOB. Tate iten6»>^^*^4^Atefria77_75?ac. 
BETIWB: 7"2B—»t, 4*1 Wea Rugate, PawntCaeM 6-1 5ed- 
| b<»4b,61Aa0a,8-lUuAa«a iB iaQ4adha, 12-1 froak, 14-1 oifaart 

I o 5hJ SWAN CLAWING STAKES (CLASS F) 
~ZJ £3^300 added 2m 

1 onsoi siuuiiaiepjBTiDWttwBTss — oodtstnoia 

2 mi~in rtirnmirnnirin "nr'"' Jttnioe7 

3 6-31270 SHMffffi (71(C) 692- — F4«Chra26 

4 413404 eimopajKwtBRDcnapnaig&o — ichnocas 

5 60-4150 KAUBM»(l21(CIJGIWfifS90~.— NIRyl 

6 400-036 UMDAM VEUEJ (16) Us W AKA 5 8 10 LHeadni 

7 033000 TOP PUCE (7) (CD) M Brian 9 8 9— — -6 0 8 H M48V 

8 1/B3E KlBOMiaHOVBe(ZS|HTOa!dy886J7HMi(395S 

-Bdsdsnd- 

SQTrtNS: 7-4 □ MIdo, 3-1 KalanTOia, 9-2 Shaker, W lonTOn VeArot lb- 
1 SaM ITOiim, Top Pitta, 124 O0HM 


w. 25-1 (Hi H 
®.l(TlAirD! 
ju± LkL 100-1 


I Runyan. 33-1 (G H) Saflor 
Dale*, -40-1 (H) Master 


fool HERON MABXEN HANDICAP (CLASS EJ 
I £4^125 added 3m 3f 

265005 F0URDAIKDGU|PlMe4lD0 GDuBeUU 

00000- F0RMD4B1E FLUC (161) W MiHOi -5 90 — 0 Carter ID 
022330 GULF OF JHAM (185) J MWte 4 9 6 — — MB*ch9 

652420 ZAIOFEK{I«JCi4wnS93 — -J»M3 

24-2422 2DMAU7)C7lwrBii388— — — — Dsn Henan* 7 
O0O HOORHB®ttS*}MJohfisfcn387— — — J*ea%rl2 


|o on | LAMBSON HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
C) £5 j 000 added 2m 4f UDvds 

1 112-100 £3ECUTWEDES1CN[2D) l*sW He\Wy 5 120 FNhwii 

2 1*60105 nta)EARIH(ai(D)jFasnnc9Ull. A Dobbin 

3 13£314 CBC5IHLCH0R (ZQ (D) J LEjn 7 114 B Storey 

i 025453 RUSH M LIE (Bl UHRmcn9114 WMareba 

B 015321 D0%Wm(17)(r}»A5JCEM5112 TKent 

6 4FF322 THURSDAT NKHT(17)n JRi£B3kl61DB — ABwniton 

7 4143-3 CAMPAIGN (59) (D) M Hawramd 6 10 8 IGaiftty 

S 1B124 SHARE OPTIONS (33) (CD) T Esffrty 6 10 3 LVUycr 

9 212134 SIMS IE4T (68) (Q J M JaBoson 7 10 0 M Newton (7) 

10 441- AU3AN BUE (434) Mttnmna 6100 — Mr C Bowier (3) 

11 mW KM1A BMXWT (17) (D| I PaA 8 10 0 NSadUiB 

-Udedmd> 

AMiun«t^H)RKeh1^Mi(yc:Ab9najESN:13bttttiGon9’95lll)fa 
BETBMfc 4-1 CMpo(p^ 9-2 Donappal, 5-1 GriesUal Choir, 13-2 Nrad 
Earth, 7-1 EOecotlre Dute>, 8-1 Ihnwtay Mgbt, 10-1 Sbaro Optkma, 
12-1 Meta BIh, 34-1 FMtt to Uoa, Sretaat, 201 Rkdi eoovy 

rQ~cSl SEBELNOWCE ‘NATIONAL' HW CHASE 
|JoOU| (CLASS C) £8^00 added 3m 5f£Vli 

1 322111 EAIHER SW (7) 0 Shamood 6 12 0 (4b 4 — J A UeC*l% B 

2 4-2UU2 IW HOUSE (46) J ] OTted 9 10 10 R McGrath (S) 

3 T1F41P mtUfOXX 05) LL^0} 7 ID D JtSUffieB 

4 PPP-U21 WE WHOLE H08 (14) K Baiey 8 10 0 Alhomtoa 

-4dedand- 

f*mmney«lCtilHiehiqDw!^ts:«iJa'TitJ9si2tiMtfiofeHog&3 8fc. 
BEnbTO: am hy Hoaaw, ue FMber Shy, 7-1 MMar Tikk, 14-1 Tbe 
Whole Hog 

fXoftl HOWARD BROWN NOVICE HUNTER 
I CHASE (CLASS HI £L500 added 3m If 

1 2'4M DGNHBUEPS) P fttooo fl 11 12 Mist P Robson p) ' 

2 USfiPW BNCQMAMOEHpS) JCnroe! U 11 12 UrJRCmMl(7) 

3 0037 SOWHEBHS MUCH (L504) I IwnSU 1? P*KWba,lB) 

4 5& 5TOUSPUJRNBfflLE(405Pfl®lillll 15 J*JS»Nb(7) 

5 570 TOM LOG (59) W Burned 101112 JArWBuroe»(7) 

-5dsctaad- 

BEITDfC: 44 Deafen BbK, 7-2 Tom Lot, 7-1 R N Commander, 14-1 So+ 
enten Match, IB-1 Synro PTMtaMe 

\~ a en 'l HENDERSON B4SURANCE HANDICAP ! 
T" 01 *! HURDLE (CLASS D) £3^50 added 2m 

1 012423 BURES (148) CD) Mb J Bwm 6 1110 BtattHig 

2 2SjZ 3F DESSTT FISHIER (31) (CD) Us M Rooky 6 11 lOJPWwa 

3 3213U5 ANABtAHOL (54) (D) J M lefloaro 6 11 9 Caladwe (3) 

4 350210 SAIUMD (24) 01) Mgs L Sddal 5 11 6 OPM 

5 P442PP R*Lns»(S4J M Hammond 5 11 J RQmtty 

6 O-0FO2O HOLDERS HRL J2? fl)) UMe^er 5112 _fne**adft«*: 

7 531013 RUSSIAN RASCAL (S3) QD) (W) T LKterby 4 10 lD—LVKyer 

B 606114 IASTTRT (27) (0) B FWniel 6 10 9 AS STOSS 

9 01-0000 POX SPARROW (20 ID) U TnUw 7 IP 9 ADobbhiB 

fiEntHS: 542 fitaebro ihroeai, 7-25aaroni^ 4-1 Qasart Tartar. 7-1 lari 
Try, 10-1 Antanndi, Bares, 12-1 HoHaro MR RnMia, IB-1 Rro Spamw 


7 40000 MODHAMA (206) S R Sronnc 5 8 5 N Man* 13 

8 030205 HORNPIPE CD) J Whaittn 5 7 ID F Horton 8 B 

9 OWOW HAPPt BRAKE CM) P OnOEl 5 7 10 J lows 4 

10 000230- MQKIE CAWO CUB) M cbttan 6 7 10 GBsttMdU 

11 OOttBO EVAPORATE @8Q M HE3EP>E6 s 5 7 1D._ IFnkt7]l 

12 006 MADAM LUCY (289) rt' HO?i 3 7 ID I BrsmhC (6) B 

13 002560 MXSBUS DUSS (431 MOiaimBilBT 10-lomMnda(7)2 

14 S-06 Sit ALDAF (3!) 0 OTUei 3 710 P Fenny (5) 5 

-Mdadand- 

Unmm <mgX Ta 1C®, in* ranaesp bb^j& Mohip C3vo 7a 9b. £«ap- 
orae Tst Tft. &la 7v 6to. Aartw Dues 7a 40. Sa4*iaf 6si am. 
BEIWK: 5-2 ZMta, 5-1 Horopipe. Ha»w Brew, 6-1 Moots Cara, 8-1 
HontM, ID-l rwa na n ad, 16-1 Hban 

r ygR i mno armes handicap (class e) 

£4,025 added 5f 

1 0330-55 DAAWEttmca »S V AOTlby 6100— — HD66thj9 

2 0126-45 PALACEBATE JACK (62) (CD) C Dtnjet 6 10 0. — LDettodB 

3 12-aSO CHA0WBUnU{3aiCQSRBn«re6912-KSaa6(7)7B 

4 (WOIDO SMART GUEST (3) Q SWT* 5 3 11 IRntaflB i 

5 000000 AL RBT [15(8 5 R Sarong 6 9 9 FBnytefllJ 

6 003204 QUEENS CM9QI (Q (CD) Mss JDax A 9B — StMwtar2 

7 5222 AFAAN (15) R Maivi 4 9 4 TQUcUugNhll2 

8 H0nroAESUC(15(CD) 9Thtnp5.r493 JBrarAN(9l4V 

9 430000 Offl(YCKW(B0)P)D&t3!^6813MQi»5B 

10 000030 LQCUON (17) (D) Mis N Macaulcy 6 S3 -C7aa0ai (3) 11 V I 

11 340604 RUHS IH THE FflABU (13) G McCOiHT 5 8 5 G Carter ID 

12 600030 DtSSBODR ffl) (O J Gbw 5 7 13 l<Jmehl3B 

U SmW BMtSGRL(I5|D9Bt:4 7 J£t ... NtoOlfldyS 

14 00=030 WTO SXJVSSC p5)(DSDanE lro5a67 10 JQoTlaklarAB 

— 14 dackroad - 

Mnmym aeffre 7s 10b. las vogts: Gh» GW 7s 3L, Tutu Swy# 7a. 

BEm»tte3-lHcWNht)aa»ta9r2JLfaaro9-l PalAtuS<niM% lD-lChw)- 
aeN Had, Daawe, Lochoo. 14-1 altera 

HTfinl <WY SELLSfG STAKES (CLASS fi) £2,875 
l~!lJ added 3YO 6f 

1 006034 AOWUICE REPRO (24) CD) J Atettra 8 11 — MT*«wn B B 

2 002X0- ANIARES (238) N IflASr 6 11 XtaTHdarS 

3 OCO l«ro«*ltirs FLIGHT (1ft) » HcAftfeaG ft 11 — WRyMiG 

4 0-54333 JACK SMS (43) D Stan 8 11 Jftro**lB 

5 433501 MA»EUEP<WEMmtvGW7ijn(T31!-TS)«ta4 

6 52E0M tHQ*JWHTEBaR)RTB9)lti'T)mt?sanBll-TWBaTOe3B 

7 CARRES FAHCASV A Nsicorha 8 6 1 atanhefiS 

8 3- COSCOMBA (248) J Bm\ S 6 FRetMyp)7 

9 0-33233 JUUITS REUOIHE (24) R Gust 8 6 — LDatWI2B 

• Sderiarod- 

BEITKG^ S-2 JiNsTb Rebdfce, 11-4 Ma \fle*o Piaatuo, 3-1 -TOeR Sayt, 9- 
2 Cbicorodn, 10-1 AAmies ITOpiti, IB-1 Ootoiwai TAnitofy, SQ-lctoore 

PEACOCK HANDICAP (CLASS fj £3^00 
1_™£J added 3TO 7f 

1 68005-1 OBESmgC29)(OCDeier97 )gHMwaTOP)7 

2 221264 W7mO*FCllH«RB(OBRIJ)tidOQn96uDHaMl4 

3 sm AtAMCONSaiAWriMTOJBEftdBS — ^JWtartfS 

4 064 TWMJU«p4)MLamsr91 — — 

5 033203 PHB«tl7]RHa!nsJ*aflBp 

6 06-250 WA»OHWO«Whta8. — »■•**** 

7 6G0O6G AKUUaE(3a)SRBoHi*710 ^_PFaaaey(S)l 

newuro orwc 7£ 100. True tantesa wffz Aptafl* W fit 

BEmtat »4Pattea. 5-2 Haver wreresw, 4-1 aMTOm, 61 Want M- 

ra, ID-1 Ai *« Co na o nw* , T ajlAUN" . ^-1 AptcntaB 


weight. Master Oats, is with- 
drawn on Thursday will the 
gelding be given a real chance 
at the weights. 

On the positive side. Davies 
says his runner hails from a fam- 
ily noted for not reaching their 
peak until the age of nine or 1U. 
The horse is definitely in form, 
having won a good race at 
Newbury last time out. Davies 
says Turning Trix aos on any go- 
ing and has backed him for Sat- 
urday. “That 5U-1 is an excellent 
price," he insists. 

Chris Corrigan 

Aspell 
defends 
Lively ride 

The jockey Leighton Aspell 
yesterday responded to criticism 
of his riding of the defeated 1-7 
favourite Lively Knight at 
Plumpton on Saturday. The 
gelding’s owner, Alan Weller, 
has threatened to withdraw his 
horses, including the leading 
novice hurdler Boardroom 
Shuffle, from the stables of 
Lively Knights trainer. Josh Gif- 
ford. 

Weller maintained that As- 
pell rode “against orders” in the 
threc-nuiner novice chase in 
which Lively Knight was never 
able to get to grips with the win- 
ner. Stormhill Pilgrim, who 
made roost of the running un- 
der Gifford's stable jockey. 
Philip Hide. 

Yesterday Aspell. a condi- 
tional rider, said: “It wasn't a 
fixed race at all. The horse just 
'didn’t go on the ground ana he 
seemed over the top as he gave 
me no feel at all Any profes- 
sional could see from a long way 
out that he wasn't going on the 
ground. I won on hen before but 
that was on soft going." 

Gilford said that Weller had 
yet to pass on to him a decision 
on his charges. “I’ve not heard 
anything more from him today,” 
the trainersaid. “I am obviously 
hopeful of keeping the horses." 

Lewis ends 
lean spell 

Geoff Lewis came hack from 
the wilderness with a 135-1 
double at Kempion Park yes- 
terday. The Epsom trainer last- 
ed success for the firet lime ance 
last August with Strathmore 
Clear (11-2) and Eastern 
Prophets (20-1). 

Lewis said: “I ihoughl my 
horses had been running a gal- 
lop short but they are back in 
form, and last season’s problems 
are behind us. 1 think l\‘c got 
a really nice bunch of horses. 

“The owners have been very 
patient. Remember last season 
was the first bad year I’ve had. 
bar my first year when I couldn’t 
train. I had five winners in my 
first season. The first came on 
the opening day and it took me 
all year to get the other four." 
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From Alphington to Willand via the 


Over Easter more 
than 300 football 
fans travelled to 
Devon from all 
over Britain and 
beyond to watch 
seven lowly 
non-League 
matches. 
Rupert Metcalf 
joined them with 
one question in 
mind: Why? 


I f your football watching does not 
extend beyond enduring some 
Premiership hard-sell on satellite 


■ Premiership hard-sell on satellite 
television or maybe the occasional 
expensive trip to Old Trafford or 
Wembley, the chances are you will 
not have' heard of groundhoppers. 

They are supporters who, rather 
than follow one team, spend each 
season touring the country “col- 
lecting" new grounds. Which side 
wins Is rarely relevant, it is the 
“lick" (and the programme) that 
matters. Many completed ail the 
Football League grounds years ago, 
so non-League football is 'their usu- 
al territory - although they often 
spend their holidays doing the same 
thing all over Europe. 

For the last five years the high 
point of the groundhoppers* calen- 
dar has been the Easter “Northern 
Hop", which featured four days of 
morning, afternoon and evening 
kick-offs around the North-east of 
England. The hoppers have run out 
of new' grounds in that part of the 
world, though, so this year they 
headed west for the first of three 
“Devon Delights Annual Hops’* 
staged by the Westward Develop- 
ments Devon League. 

The schedule was compact but 
punishing: four games on Good Fri- 
day and three the following day. Two 
coaches carried the hoppers around 
the county'. The first event - a foot- 
ball quiz in Topsham Town’s bar - 
had taken place on Thursday 
evening, but the real action began the 
following morning... 



The hoppers are sensitive about 
sentences containing the words 
“trainspotting’* and “anoraks". 
These may be unfair stereoQipesbm, 
viewing tfie favoured mode of dotip 
mg even on a warm afternoon, it is 
easy. to forgive liters} use of the fat- 
ter label. 


Saturday, 3pm 

NEWTON ST CYRES ..... — J. 

ELBURTON VILLA... — 



A splendid, rural location for 41 
match in which the visiting team from 
Plymouth take a 2-0 _ lead before 
Mark Ulster converts his third penal- 
ty of the weekend 10 give the home 
side a consolation goal. 

One of the Dutchmen is by how 
refusing interviews, and is attempt- 
ing to confuse inquisitive reporters 
by sporting a Scotland supporters' 
haLHe rather gives thegame away, 
though, by wearing dogs. - 

A small train speeds through 
Newton St Gyres station, next to the 
ground, on its way from Exeter to 
Barnstaple. Hardly any hoppers turn 
round to look, proving that they re- 
ally are not tramspotters. After the 
game Peter Willis and about 30 oth- 
er hoppers run over a railway bridge 
to sample the ales at The Beer En- 
gine. one of Devon's most famous 
home-brew pubs, before the coach- 
es depart. 


Saturday; 6.30pm 


WILLAND ROVERS ......0 

THGNMOUTH 1 


Two down and five to go: groundhoppers keep a photographic record of feign mouth's 4-0 defeat at home to Newton St Cyras 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


Friday. 11am kick-off 


ALPHINGTON „2 

TOPSHAM TOWN 1 


Alphington. on the outskirts of Ex- 
eter. have an average gate of about 
3D. Today they sei a new Devon 
League record attendance of 537, 
healing the crowd of 503 for the 
leagues very first game, between Wil- 
land and Newton Abbot, in 1992. 

Phil Hiscox. the league's secretary, 
who has organised the whole event, 
is relieved that the action is under 
wa> at Iasi. "Its been pretty hectic 
for the last two months," he says. 
“We’ve sold 270 advance tickets for 
all seven games and we've had lots 


of late applications and enquiries 
from the media.” 

Hiscox expects up to 100 hoppers 
to pay on the gate for all or some of 
the seven games to swell the coffers 
further. “The host dubs will make 
money. The league won’t make 
much," but that’s not the point.'* 

Gerry Shepherd, a hopper from 
Wimbledon, produces (without 
prompting) a photograph of himself 
and his friends Steve Reaney and 
John Stancombe, taken on a foggy 
Sunday morning at Horden Colliery 
Welfare during the “Northern Hop" 
three years ago. “I support football," 
Shepherd says. “I just go round all 
the grounds and see the games. The 
beauty of these places is that you can 
walk right round the ground and have 
a drink here afterwards. At those Pre- 
miership places you're segregated, 
you can’t do this." you can’t do that. 
Sometimes you daren’t shout out any- 
thing for fear of retribution." 

As the Portakabin toilet block 
quivers under the weight of two cam- 
era crews, Alphington take a 2-0 half- 


time lead against their local rivals, 
whose second-half pressure yields 
only one goaL Even though this is the 
first game, some of the hoppers are 
finding it hard to concentrate on the 
action. A group of five gathered near 
the exit for a quick getaway are dis- 
cussing which Portuguese Second Di- 
vision grounds they have been to. 


Friday, 2pm 


TEIGNMOUTH 0 

NEWTON ST CYRES 4 


The picturesque Coombe Wley 
ground, in a steep valley high above 
toe seafront, suffers from soEsdeooe. 
One side of the pitch is sliding slow- 
ly down the tfllside, and tod^ threat- 
ens to take several hoppers with it 
Bizarrely, Teigninouin field one of 
the most skilful players seen all 
weekend: Colin Anderson, once of 
West Bromwich, Torquay and Here- 
ford. All his efforts go to waste, 
though, as Teignmouth’s 'goals- 
against column reaches 149. - 


Newton St Cyres are not a good side, 
but they easily overcome the home_ 
team. Ihignmoutb are in a bit of a 
state: they were deducted six points 
early in the season for fielding un- 
registered players and had a minus 
points tally for the first few weeks of 
the campaign. They eventually won 
three games but were docked three 
more points for the same offence so, 
having lost the rest of their match- 
es, they are at the bottom of the table 
with no points. 


Friday, 4.30pm 


NEWTON ABBOT SPURS ~3 

NEWTON ABBOT .0 


A delayed kick-off as tractors on the 
road from Teignmoutb have slowed 
the convoy of hoppers. 

For the second time today, a new 
league attendance record is set as the 
hoppeis phis plenty of locals swell the 
crowd to 612 for this derby. Spurs are 
convincing winners of a competitive 
game not without skilL 


One of the more dedicated hop- 
pers is Peter Wallis, from Burgess 
Hill: “I’ve been to about 1,300 
mounds. I used to support Crystal 
Palace home and away. I finished the 
Football League in 1979, but watch- 
ing League football became too 
much hassle. You’re always herded 
around.” 

Hoppers have come from all over 
England, Scotland and TOiles, while 
two - He ok van der Sluis and Jo- 
hannes de Boer - have, come from 
the Netherlands. “People might 
think that we are slightly eccentric 
but we’ve made lots of friends over 
the years, doing something we both 
enjoy. We’ve become pen-friends 
with many other hoppers." ' 


from Glen Palmer is the highlight of 
the weekend’s most entertaining 
ma tch. 

Rob Hornby, the dub shop man- 
ager fromAmold Town in Notting- 
hamshire, is doing a steady trade in 
his book. Let's Get Hopping in the 
Northern Counties East League. He 
says: “This event is about meeting 
old friends - and it’s a break away 
from the kids and the wife! But all 
groundhoppers are like a little fam- 
ily, reaUy.” 


Cblin Anderson has disappeared 
but Tbignmouth have borrowed sev- 
eral players from clubs in higher 
leagues and shock the Devon League 
leaders with a third-minute goal 
from Richard Jones. Thar hang on 
for a totally unexpected win which 
puts their points tally back into the 
black agam. Some locals mutter 
about checking the registration 
forms of all the ‘’borrowed” merce- 


Saturday, 12 noon 

BUDLEIGH SAUERTON 

OTTERY ST MARY.. .1 ,....0 


Friday, 7.30pm 

BUCKEASTLE1GH RANGERS 5 

IVYBR1DGE TOWN J2 


On a perfect floodlit pitch at the 
Duckspond ground, which has nei- 
ther wildfowl nor water, a hat-trick 


The Greenway Lane ground is well 
named, as it is overlooked by rolling, 
wooded hills. The pitch is not much 
flatter, which makes good football 
difficult, bnt the home side eventu- 
ally gain controL 
A film crew from a Lytham St 
Annes-based company, commis- 
sioned by Channel 4, is taping the 
weekend's events. “They’ve inter- 


nanes. 

Sir Bert Millichip, the former 
chairman of die Football Association, 
is here, along with Exeter City's for- 
mer England international, Mark 
Chamberlain, to present certificates 
to the hoppers who have watched all 
seven games. 

Tve got a holiday home in Beer 
[a nearby seaside town]," says Sir 
Bert, to explain why he is at Willand 
rather than Wembley to watch Eng- 
land play Mexico. "I always thought 
a hop was a dance," adds Sir Bert, 
helpfully. 

Phil Hiscox is walking round the 
pitch, assessing one last crowd fig- 
ure, which is 528. “Counting," he bel- 
lows at anyone who dares to 
interrupt him. Afterwards he says: 
*Tm going to sleep for at least 20 
hours - and then we’ll start work on 
next year." 


Reading take silver 


Hockey 

BILL COLWILL 


Ipswich and Reading look the 
silver medals in ihc European 
Cup-Winners' Cup competi- 
tions yesterday as Ipswich lost 
4-1 lo Kampong in Utrecht and 
Reading fell 7-2 to the Ger- 
mans Gladbacher from Mu- 
nieh. However the England's 
Under 1 8s look the gold medal 
in a Six Nations' Tournament 
in Cologne following their 3-2 
win over Germany. 

Before a large crowd at 
Reading in the Prudential Eu- 
ropean Cup-Winners Cup fi- 
nal the host team were 
eventually beaten by a German 
machine in which Christoph 
Hcchmann. subsequently 
named player of the final, was 
ihe destroyer. Reading, hav- 
ing survived early pressure, not 
helped by the temporary sus- 
pension of Mark Hoskin, 
opened the scoring in the 19th 
minute, when their captain. 
Jon Wyatt, named man of the 
tournament, burst through the 
massed German ranks to score 
a glorious individual goal. 

The German response was 
quick and lethal - three goals 
in an-cighl-mrnuie spell before 
the interval, two from Florian 
Kurtz and the third from Arndt 
Kucskcs. As Reading tried to 
get hack into the game after the 


interval gaps opened in their de- 
fence which the Germans pun- 
ished with some delightful 
attacking hockey. Bechmaon 
got iheir fourth before Michael 
Hilgers cashed in with a couple 
and Lfirich Klaus completed the 
scoring for an outstanding vic- 
tory - the third successive year 
a German team has lifted the 
cup. 

The bronze medal was won 
by Grunwald, from Poland, 
when they beat Polo Barcelona 
4- 1 in a game which included 
10 suspensions, including a 
permanent one from each side. 

Following defeats of then- 
sides in the morning Ireland 
and France have been rele- 
gated to next year' s B Division. 

In Utrecht. Kampong took 
an early lead through Ellen 
Kuipers and although Tracey 
Fry equalised six minutes lat- 
er the home team look over 
with farther goals from Mar- 
lies Vosscn, Jeanette Lewin 
and Anouk Verhaegh which 
ensured the Dutch took the 
gold. 


South Africa 
are crushed 
by Waugh 


Scots’ flying start Eikington leaves Monty green 


IAN CALLENDER 


Cricket 


reports from Kuala Lumpur 


South Africa 221-8 

Australia 222-3 

Australia won by seven wickets 


A brilliant unbeaten 1 15 from 
Mark W&ugh led Australia to a 
crushing seven-wicket victory 
over South Africa in the second 
of seven one-day internation- 
als, in Port Elizabeth yesterday. 

Waugh's lGih one-day cen- 
tury levelled the series and 
gave Australia a much-needed 
boost after 13 defeats in their 
last 19 one-day matches. 

Avstn&a ran toss 

SOUTH AFWCA 

A M Bacfter c Bevan b Data 3 

L Kocn c Mart Wajff) b Dale :0 

J H ran* b Gfleape 62 


DJCJrtron b Dale 0 

J N FBiodK c Roffd b Baton 57 

W J Qtsnje b Gitespte 31 

S M Poloeli c Dale b Wane 9 

l Husew not out 27 

DJ ncHfflsn run out 1 

P L Smear not or* 0 

Extras fUb 4b 3rtb 3w) 11 


Total (for 8, SO ores) 221 

Fit 1-2 2-3 3-16 4-120 5-181 8-183 7-212 
8-215. 

Dldnotbat AADonaU. 

BowBn£ Redlel 9-0-33-0 (WOK Dale 7-3-18- 
3: Bans 10-1-42-0; GBeroe 10-0-51 2 Owl; 
Wtane 8039-1 Onb &r); Sevan 80-33-1. 
AUSTRALIA 

M E Wtaugi not OU 115 

MATsdorcCuSnanbOanaU 17 

S G La*r: Rhodes D Svmcnx S3 

S K Wane Bar b Synxor _ 0 

S R Waurti not out 50 

EAas Ob 3nb 2w] 7 


PRUDENTIAL EUROPEAN CUP-VMNNER*S 
CUP A DMsien Final: Gladbacher (Ger] 7 
Rearing 2. V*1bs Grunwaa (FW 4 Polo 


Awoea ilrt) 3; Ekatembuig <Rus) 3 Sexto 
Ftanoas (Frt 3. Ekaterinburg won 5- 4 a os. 
uwand and France are rented to me B 
UMSK2TL 

Wanton's A Dhfefan (UtrectttFhaktpswk* 

£b^3CD jerassa tspj 1. Amiens (ftj O 
Edinbwgi ltag). Ftanoe and Span are ret- 
egOBd to the B D wston. 


TMri (tor 3, «5 ova . 

FA 47, 115, 115. 

Borttag: Mack 80-380 OnW, Kan 50-21- 
0 [lw>. Dar»4d 9-1-22-1 ilwi, Cran*e 50-25- 
0. Symcoi 10065-2. Kbrnr 81-480 UrtsL 
dm not bafcGSBbvao. MG eaten. tAGiktinK 
P Ft Reflet. a Dale, i N Gfespie. 


The second round of the Carls- 
berg ICC trophy for the 22 as- 
sociate members below Test 
status gets under way here today 
without half of the top six seeds. 

The exit of Bermuda, the 
United States and the United 
Arab Emirates has opened the 
way for Ireland and Scotland to 
dream about hosting games in 
the next World Cup, to be held 
in Britain in two years’ time. De- 
spite temperatures in excess of 
■WC, the visitors have been im- 
pressive, with Scotland, in their 
first tournament, winning Group 
D and Ireland finishing above 
the Americans in Group A. 

The two teams are in differ- 
ent second-round groups and 
with continuing good progress 
they could yet meet on Thurs- 
day week in the third-place 
play-off with a spot in the World 
Cup finals as the prize. 

The Netherlands, Ireland’s 
opponents today, and Kenya, 
■whom Scotland face on Friday in 
their last second-round game, are 
favourites to contest the final at 
the Tenaga National Sports 
Ground on Saturday.week. 

That match, however, is like- 
ly to be played in from of an au- 
dience exclusively situated in the 
pavilion. While Kuala Lumpur 
can provide the grounds - aQ the 


matches are being played on 
eight perfectly acceptable club 
pitches - spectator interest 
from the locals is mtnimaL 

Two tents have been erected 
at each ground to provide the 
teams with protection from the 
unrelenting sun, and the lunch- 
es are served in purpose-built 
units with air condition mg at the 
whim of a generator on site. 

Promotion of tiie sport, which 
was virtnafy ixitKatistent until as re- 
oenifyasfh'eyearsaga.hasbeennn- 
proved by Ttmkii Imran, prescient 
oftheMaJaysaCrictetA^ 
who salro the son of the monarch. 

. Not only did be bring the ICC 
Ttopby to Koala Lumpur, but 
in his role as vice-president of 
the Olympic Gountil of 
Malaysia, he was instrumental 
in ensuring the inclusion of 
team sports for the first time in 
next year’s- Commonwealth 
Games in Malaysia. 

Every state has pledged to 
open one ground a year, adding 
up to 120 cricket pitches in'the . 
country within 10 years. • 

“Our development pro- 
gramme will be similar to that 
adopted by sqnashin the coun- ’ 
try and although it will take a 
few years for cricket to devel- 
op to that level, we have a j 
wealth of raw talent available to 
work with," the prince said. 

CARLS80W ICC TOOTHT tor roo 

ood iamb CktM 9 > A Kenya, Scctiarcf, Cana- 
da. DanmwV. Group B The NMtwionds, 
Ban0adesh. Hong Kong. wand. - 


Golf 


ANDY FARRELL 


reports from Ponte Vedra 
Beach, Florida 


For the Masters dass in patting 
that both Nick Faldo and Col- 
in Montgomerie feel they need 
for success at Augusta Nation- 
al next week, they could have 
done worse than watch Steve 
Eikington win the Players’ 
Qiampionship for the second 
time. 

“That is the best putting 
performance I have ever had," 
the Australian confirmed after 
clinching a seven-stroke victo- 
ry in the first tournament to 
feature all the top 50 players in 
the world since the ranking 
started. 

Eikington, who won $630,000 
(£400,000), was so sharp on the 
Sawgrass greens that Scott . 
Hodr was ready to admit defeat, 
barring an “act of God", well be- 
fore the end. Hocfa had been 
only two behind at the start of 
the final round, box was battiing 
.for second placeafter a double 
bogey at the fourth. 

. “I guess there are only so 
many eight and 10-foot pruts 
given to each group and Steve 
was using up afi ours,” Hoch * 
-said.“in had putted as he did, 
then it coold have been a 
different story." 


Montgomerie finished 12 
shots behind Elkington’s 16 
under total but added a seventh 
place to his record of 20th, 
fourth and 19th in his month on . 
the Florida swing. Only one de- 
partment of his game, be thinlc, 

fog hisjirst US. win. One "of 
those missed opportunities 


off to Eikington at the 1995 
USPGA at Riviera. 

T personally thought it was 
a monumental effort to finish in 
the top 10 here the way I 
putted," Monty said. There was 
to be more in the same vein. “If 
I had putted half decently, I 
could have given Eikington a 
run for his money. I have 
proved for 10 years as a pro that 
I hit the ball okay, out the 
putting is; my downfall. It was 
_ the same at Riviera..- 1 could 
have won that by six shots." 

Montgomerie roent Sunday 
; playing with BracTFhxon, one of 
the best at holing out on the US 
.tour, and arranged' to. play a 
practice round with the Amer- 
ican at Augusta a week today. 
“Tbday was not the right time to 
ask him how he does it. I am 
No 3 in the world and-I should 
win 'more than I do, and that is 
down to holing out. At Augus- 
ta, I will probably not spend 
much time on the course In prac- 
tice, Ju* ^pn the. patting green." 

Monty is spending this week 


on holiday with his family at 
Lake Nona, the complex where 
Faldo is based. His routine will 
be slightly different: the driving 
range in the morning and the 
gym in the afternoon. While you 
can prove anything with statis- 
tics, those from Ihe Players’ tend 
to support Faldo’s case rather 
than Monty’s. 

Faldo, 24th overall, topped 
greens in regulation, was second 
in fairways hit bnt outride the 
top 50 in putts per greens in reg- 
ulation, the categoiy that Eik- 
ington topped. Montgomerie, 
however, was nowhere to be 
seen in driving accuracy, usually 
the bedrock of his game. 

- Eikington had spent three 
hours practising his putting in 
his hotel room waiting for his 
afternoon tee time. “I am 
thrilled with the way I won this 
tournament," he said, “I basi- 
cally blew away the best field we 
have ever had and did it in good 
fashion. It sends out a message 
that has to be taken notice of. 
Winning from wire to wire was 
the most difficult thing I have 
had to do in golf." 

The .challenge faring John 
Daly is in a different kjaguc.Thc 
former USPGA and Open 


champion is returning to the 
Betty Ford Clinic in an attempt 
to overcome his nlcohor de- 
pendency, putting a question 
mark against his participation 
in the US Masters. 


RUGBY LEAGUE RESULTS AND TABLES 


STONES SUPER LEAGUE 


Salford (14) 27, Paris StGomaki 
f 12) 26. Safford: Tries Rogers 2, 
Naylor. Srt. Goals BtekeJey 5; Drop 
Goals Blakeley. Paris: Ikies 
Bergman 3, Bird 2; Goals Robin- 
son 3. (3.195). 


St Helens (22) 32, Sheffield Ea- 
gles (6) 12. St Helens Tries: 
Hunte 3. Arnold. Hammond, 
Newtove: Goals Bies4. Sheffield: 
Tries Broadfiem, Pinkney; Goals 
Aston 2. (10344). 


W a rr i n g ton (22) 35, Wigan l4i 24. 
Warrington: Wes Vagana 3. Pen- 
ny; Shelfbrd, Tatupu; Goals Rop- 
er 5; Drop Goal Shelfbrd. Wigan: 
fees Bison 2, A Johnson. Mur- 
dock. Radlinsta; Goals Farrell 2. 
(7.213)- 


FIRST DIVISION 

Dewsbury (9) 9 lHuU Q) 16. Dews- 
bury: trios Eaton; Goals Eaton 2; 
Drop Goals Eaton. HuH: Wes Dar- 
by. Dnony, V&kona; Goals Hewitt 2. 
(L937). 

HuB KR (12) 26, Workington (6) 12. 
Hull KR: Tries Chamberialn 2. Gene, 
Gouiboume, Rouse; Goats M Fletcn- 
er 3. Workington: Tries CacnpbeB 2i 
Goals Krtctiin 2. (2^08). 

Wakefield Trinity (6) ID, Hodders- 
fMd (38) 40. WatafleM Trinity: Wes 
Kenworthy, Rika; Goals Dams. Hud-~ 
darsflekh Tries Hanger 2. Russell 2, 
Maisden, SchofieW, Weston; Goals 
Weston 6. (3.431). 

Whttebaven (20) 30; WMies (8j M, 
WW t elw we n : Tries Joe. tester, lawth- 
warte, Mutfumu; Goals Hetherinetoo 
6; Drop Gods Joe, Smith. WUnes: 
fees D Mjfcr 2. Thottriw; Goats tythe. 
(1305). 


SECOND DIVISION 

Barrow (10) 34, Presoot (4) 4. Bar- 
row: Tries Atkinson. Hutton, Maiwood. 
McMlan. Shaw. SbSBC Goels Manmod 
5. Pre sc ofc Goals Mart* 2. (781). 
Wratet (161 44, Rocbdale (7] IZHiav 
stetTHesCoulT4, Brook 2. Mansson, 

Range Grate Booth & RochdalB: fees 
aro. j&owther. Hayes: Goals Gart- 
taid 2: Drop Goats Garttand. (1^280). 

4"** «2) a, Bailey 
tlO> M^Laneasttee lyioe Tries WOns- 
mg 2. Rnney. Sol O man , Waisti; Goals 
Pranas 4.Rmye; omp Qoab Ruare. 
Batfay-Wes Bamett. Pnra. Thornton; 
Goals Prtee. (493). 

**** *> Cariteto (16) 34. LatfK 

Gtfflte RertBo 2. CBriW tofees Rhodes 
2, Thudow 2 . Manihera. Menztes; 
Goals Richardson 5. (L306). 

Ttotk ( 24)50 , Doncaster (0) & Voric 
THas Fta^raJO 3 . Chapman 2. Bafl. 
ten. Pindar. Goals Green 9, Don- 
eertaKTHraUdbuix I Watson. (T75J. 


Evans sees red as Salford soar 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


ROUND-UP 


Salford Reds moved to second 
place in Super League with & 
one-point victory over Paris' at 
The Willows, with Darren 
Rodgexs scoring, two vital tries. 

However; controversy cloud- 
ed the newly-promoted ade's 
win foUowing the dismissal of 
the. Paris centre, Mark Evans, 
for a high tackle on Nathan 
McAvoy to the 16th minute. 

The Paris coach, Peter Mb]-.' 
holland. could barely contain 
himself. “We felt the referee 

made a' mstake, mid the ded- . 


sion cost us the match," he 
fumed. 

_St Helens also made it thrte 
wins out of threes and lead Sal- ' 
ford on points difference. Saints 
overwhelmed Sheffield 32-12, 
with their centre, Alan Hunte, 
scoring a hat-trick of tries to- 
earn himself the man of the. 


match award. - - 

In the First Divmon, HuHstay. 
top thanks to a narrow 16-9 win 
away at Dewsbury. The home 
ade bad the best of the first half 
wim Bany Eaton scorings tty, ; 
Ihbtfing two goals and. a drop' 


I staged a rousing finish, with. 


triesfrom Robot Danby, Tbvi-. 
ta V^fltona and Gary Divorty. 

Huddersfield . maintained 
their.unbeaten run at ^l^cefield 
Trinity to keep' pressure on 
HoB, DannyJfcussett going over 
far two cries and the veteran 
-Gariy Schofield. one. 

HnD KRwon 26?L2 at home 
'to Woridngtoa, while WWte- 
, haven bearWidries 3C114, Leroy 
Jqo and Aaron Lester among 
die scorers. 

>>Ghz&de now lead theSecpnd 
Division, following a. resoimd-: 
■‘tog 34-4 victoiy at Leigh, widi 
Kodbdale slipping to a 44-17 
.dfeffcat atHunslet..- j-. 


Football 

^.45 untesssewatf) 

B)RDf>BWVffi»<-a3.CHAaB9MS(UP 

MOUProUH. 


IVArM; MDtbwwsQ 


FVR MHHteb v RapuMteuf trgtand (LO) 
or TBwroxacftan. HnoctecO 


inam-21 BfiBMAUDNALmsiour 

g i Wn tfvSwIB f na — . 

(Brew Courty Gniml swtadoo) • 


NATI0 HWP 6 FOOTBAU. LEAGUE 


SMWMO FF BUSH LEAGUE PWtter DMBiq* 
tfGtanaion; Cmsaoas v 
v Pwtadown vGteraow*. nj 
v Baoymaw Dtaftoy***- 

ryoaitt. 

pownw league Pwnter QMFfa ir TMR- 
^ y*? <74)1. First DMtewNOW 
(7.0): Preston v ShafrutJ 

W Taiford RS>. . 

AVON INSURANCE COMBMATION f** 
CsnHT v tpawcti HO); OntotJ (W 
Obw ToBBriwrf* 

QPR ter StAJbans FC). 


Bowneaniitbv Stockport (74S). 
tuton v SMUOtr f7-45) _ 


wmm vdiHtnfMd 
THBDOfVtSKMf ' 

Mtfrtpgv Bwuut (TAB) 
KSLEAOIEnratXvWorelHmi^vMar- 
ta*. SkdddlMtee OKhinF Haqrtai 
Pcfe»<7^a. m*rd DMakar Brartrea Towi 
vAtote' vSowhM (7^*6). 

aamrot timer tSAGiiE PtaMr dm- 
rto«ft(suji Manor farm YWMttJuiyUfftfld- 
Pvwnn Rowa ■> com Town. 


Rugby League 

Sra«SSI»eR LEAGUE CdJttefOrt V 

« Le#ds tTJM; OOm v 

Lwwon (7.30). 


Hngby Union 

WEUjH NAIIONAl. LEAGUE FMT OMrtlW-. 
CwuN »W(7«;r* B ftvn»typ«Mt7J» . 


Othwsports 

SHOOna Bobrt) Open n^mcuDiFMWnA- 

SQU«»fc Bnitti Open tCanMTi. 


,sS 


viewed me twice," complains Kelly 
Miller, the author of the acclaimed 
book 7*e History of Non-League .. . 
football Grounds, “and each time 
they've mentioned trainspotting. 
wre not all like that, we’re just fooN * 
ball fens." . 




lag's bl uni 


^Oiurr 
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Thomas inspires 
Wolves f ightback 


Football 


NICHOLAS HARUNG 
Queen's Park Rangers 2 
Wolverhampton Wanderers 2 


For a team that had built its rep- 
utation on its performances away 
from Molmeux, Wolverhampton 
Wmderere had kx)ked vulnera- 
ble on their travels of late. Three 
successive defeats, all away from 
home, were in danger of be- 
coming four when they trailed by 
two goals inside half an hour at 
Loftus Road yesterday. 

Deciding then that with 
Rangers “making runs off us for 
a laugh”, the visiting manager, 
Mark McGhee, made two sub- 
stitutions that changed the 
course of the game and possi- 
bly the whole promotion issue. 
Most significant was his intro- 
duction of Geoff Thomas. 

Rangers, hitherto rampant, 
suddenly found they were in a 
match, which considering what 
had gone before proved doubly 
frustrating for their manager, 
Stewart Houston. "Wc were 
outstanding in the first half- 
hour," he said. “That was the 


best Fve seen from any First Di- 
vision side this season." 

Even Alex Ferguson, watch- 
ing his son Darren in the 
Wolves midfield, must have 
been impressed by the slick 
one- touch play. Using fine an- 
gles, sharp passing and devas- 
tating runs off the ball. Rangers 
would have been out of sight by 
half-time had Daniels Dichio 
had any of the luck going. 

Denied once by goalkeeper 
Mike StowelJ's legs, the Samp- 
doria-bound forward also bead- 
ed Paul Murray's cross against 
a post and was narrowly wide 
with another header. 

Doubtless Dichio must have 
envied the header John Spencer 
placed beyond S towel! from 
Gavin Peacock's cross for his 
14th goal of the season. Peacock 
then lashed in the second after 
Simon Barker's cross had 
bounced off his chesL 

Wolves protested that he had 
used a helping hand, but the 
complaints were all from QPR 
when Don Goodman halved 
the arrears. Jurgen Sommer, ac- 
cording to the home side, was 
impeded by Iwan Roberts as he 
went for Steve Froggatt’s comer. 


Minus the suspended Steve 
Bull, Wolves eventually forsook 
their unedifying muscular ap- 
proach for a more subtle one, 
personified try Simon Osborn's 

sufojfa balUhread^ through by 
the midfielder that Goodman 
fell under Alan McDonald's 
clumsy challenge. The original 
referee, Steve Baines, had giv- 
en way to a calf strain at half- 
time, but Roger Coxhead, who 
was promoted from assistant ref- 
eree during the interval, had no 
hesitation. Nor had Keith Curie 
as he swept the kick just beyond 
Sommer’s reach. 

As McDonald went to re- 
deem hims elf by attempting a 
late winner, he sparked off an 
18-man brawl, which brought no 
action from Mr Coxhead save 
a booking for the protesting 
SLoweH, who had gone down un- 
der a heap of warring players. 
Quean's Park Ranem (3-4-3): Sommer 
Yates. Matte, McDonald; Impay, Barter 
(Quastw. 77). Miroay, Brerett Peacock Dt- 
(±ao. Scarcer (State. 77). Su tos Utetc not 
used: Graham. 

Wotart hi Mci Wandemra 0-5-2]: Stow*; 
Cate. AMs, Venra (law, 41): Smith. Oshom, 
Fe^uson, Cortca (Thomas, 33). Frame: Good- 
man. ftTCoftE- SrtxOtute not uaod: tnDmpsnn. 
Retoee: S Banes [CJiestarfieM replaced by 
R Coxhead (HjnOratan) at halMtme. 



Everton 

to hire 
stop-gap 
manager 


Wolves' Kerth Cwfe and John Spencer of QPR do the twostep at Loftus Road yesterday 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


Blades beggar belief as Tracey adds to error count Canaries’ ambitions 

frustrated by Oxford 


GUY HODGSON 

Huddersfield Town 
Sheffield United 


Considering that Sheffield Unit- 
ed were regarded as promotion 
favourites before a ball was 
kicked this season, thev are 
making a fine old mess of turn- 
ing opinion into fact. Auto- 
matic elevation is a dwindling 
hope and, after this latest re- 
verse, even a play-off place 
that seemed to be a certain 
straw to ding to is in jeopardy. 

They have not won away 
from Bramah Lane since Box- 
ing Day and if they continue to 


contribute to their own down- 
fall like they did in this match 
it could be Christmas before 
they get three points on their 
travels again. With teams 
around them at the top of the 
First Division having games in 
hand, such generosity may bring 
its own lack of reward. 

In a game awash with mis- 
takes, United had Nick Henry 
sent off, gave away two sloppy 
goals and played with such a 
lack of conviction it was hard 
to imagine them making it to 
the Premiership whatever route 
is open to them come May. 
Huddersfield, who also had 
Jon Dyson dismissed, were 
hardlv better but rode their luck 


to secure only their second 
success in 1 1 matches. 

The error-strewn tenor of the 
match was set within 40 seconds 
when Simon Tracey made the 
sort of mistake that finds itself 
on video collections of foot- 
balling calamities. 

There seemed little danger 
when he leapt to his left to save 
Paul Dalton's header. It was the 
sort of effort goalkeepers love, 
too for away to justify a spec- 
tacular dive but without the 
power to add an ingredient of 
threat. Yet as Tracey hit the 
ground he turned like a half- 
tackled rugby forward and smug- 
gled the ball into his own net. 

Huddersfield could barely 


credit their luck but tbe visitors 
did not have a monopoly when 
it came to cock-ups. Again, a 
goal seemed unlikely as Dave 
Holdsworth headed the ball 
towards the home area after 16 
minutes, only for Lee Sinnott to 
lash a dipping, swerving volley 
past his own goalkeeper. 

Disbelief again swept round 
the McAlpine Stadium, although 
the emotion lasted barely 60 sec- 
onds. Tracey came for, and then 
decided to leave, a comer and 
consequently was out of position 
when Tom Cowan’s looping 
header went over him. No goal 
could enter the net convention- 
ally in this match, however, and 
He my, on the line, managed to 


head the ball against the bar be- 
fore it bounced behind him. 
United’s numerical advan- 
ce that was handed to them 
Dyson kicked the ball 
away after 47 minutes for a sec- 
ond caution, lasted onfy briefly 
when Henry tripped Delray 
Facey and Wayne Burnett in the 
space of five minutes and was 
dismissed. When Andy Walker 
came off with two minutes to gp 
United were reduced to nine 
men. It rather summed them up. 

Hudderefltik! Town 14-4 2 k Rands: Edmond- 
son, Jeritfus. Smiwe Conn (Oar. 80) Bou- 
ton), Dnot. Owning. Deton; Fooey (Bunco. 
SO), Glover (Edwanto, 881. 

StMtncU United 14-4-2); Trace* ward. 
KokfEMorth. Tyter. SandfOrd (Fjonoft. 58); White; 
Horsy, Hutttaon iSpadonan. h-fl, WWWhouse 
Taylor (Ksfchoun. 691. Wawer. 

Bretons E WJtecnhotne (PresMXM- 


TREVOR HAYLETT 


Norwich City 
Oxford United 


Reading’s blunders hand the initiative to Barnsley 


PHILIP BARTON 


the 


Reading 

Barnsley 


blocks quicker, harrying 
man on the ball in midfield and 
forcing Reading into three hor- 
rible defensive errors, two of 
which resulted m goals. Onfy 90 
seconds had gone when Andy 
Liddell broke free in the box 
and delivered a speculative low 
cross, which central defender 
Paul Holsgrove guided inside 
the near post 

Three minutes later, the 
Reading player-coach, Mick 
Gooding, misjudged a back 
header, allowing the pacey Clint 
Marcclle to burst through only 
to be denied by a fine low save 


Barnsley, who had lost only one 
of their last 1 1 League games 
prior to this match, may be tim- 
ing their push for the second 
First Division automatic pro- 
motion spot to perfection, but 
they will rarefy get more help 
from the opposition than Read- 
ing provided in the first 15 
minutes here. 

Barnsley simply got out of the 


from Steve Mautone. On 15 
minutes, Reading were not so 
lucky: Gooding again took an 
age to clear the ball, eventual- 
ly blasting it against a Barnsley 
leg to allow Liddell to pick up 
the ricochet and drive low into 
the net. 

Holsgrove tried to make 
amends with a fierce 25-yard free- 
Idck but Reading’s way back 
into the game also owed more to 
luck than forward planning. Lee 
Nqgan fcfl under an extremely in- 
nocuous looking challenge by Ar- 
jan De Zeeuw and Trevor 
Morley gratefully notched up his 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Australian rules 

AFl Rnet round: Essencton 16.10 '106' 
C-iilian 15.9 t99i. 

Basketball 

NBA; New you 101 OiUnoa 85; Toronto 102 
Mam. 9,-. I HUMUS 103 La Otopeis 96 i«j: 
C lew laid 84 Mas. 80; PniiabefpHia 96 
Decro: 92. Mimeses* 113 onoor. Sim 102: 
Denver 99 Mruaukce 97 ; Rwcm 107 Sean- 
ce :r» 

SUNDAY'S LATE RESULTS: audwetaer 
League: Chris- 88 Birrorrfl-ijrn Sheffield 
G8 Jnarneo vaw* 69. Loraon Tawon91 Cr>v 
W Palace 74: LooojtS 93 Orty 90. National 
loa0uo Fhit Wyiobii: iL»(SK 83 Sa » ‘ch S5: 
GurJiWc 118 Mid Sift** 113. fl:ongru.-n 94 
Bur. 1 Boiton 62. Mem 78 Cf-crcy 97. 

Boxing 

James "Buster" Dougas. toe former 
•.wrid champion, knocked out David 
Scon, ol Kansas City. 30 seconds into 
toe sieh round in Columbus. Ohio on 
Sunday- it was the fourth straight »«i 
for toe 36-yearuld truer since resuming 
hiy career after nearly a* years in 
retirement. In 1990 he lost toe World 
Eawng Associate. World Borjog Coun- 
sel and International Bovmg Federation 
ijdes to Evander Hohrieid. 

Equestrianism 

EASTON PARK HORSE TRIALS (Somerset): 
* . pm90m Chum Advanced Section 1: 1 Pw- 

t row Ram U Heirnwig. GBi S3 ocrjinM: 
: 2 LsS rf the tncaa E VJXSon. GB- 64;3lVel 
J ran Molecule iL Thonwsun. bn 54. Section 
in: 1 Wired of Ofljfin Farm .£? Scone. G£» -18: 
i 2 BucWey Pwse ;4 Colson. rO 48: 
|3 AS PWfofi iB Tail. NT. Jp. 


■Greg Nomtan, toe world No 1, mil pre- 
pare for toe Oben t. pte.mgln the Gull- 
stream World Invitational at Loch 
(Lomond from 9 to 12 July. One of toe 
htrongpst fields tors year «til include 
[Robert Allen by, from Australia, who fin- 
ished third last year, Nick Faldo. who 
defends his US Masters tide tins week, 
land toe US Open champion. Sieve 
[Jones. 

Worse 0 DINAH SHORE LPGA TOURNA- 
T9ENT (CaMomiat Loading final scores (IBS 
baton stated): 27B B Kity. .’1 67 B? 71 
£78 h ThCWticr CC 76 EC ?0. 279 4 Fnin- 
mth 69 70 68 72: K Habtwis 70 67 68 74, 
82 N Bowen 70 74 70 58. L Kattarot 70 
2 72 68 iG3l 284 M B2irwr>nmi 9 i 75 ,'4 
2 63 H Hobsyaslu Udpani 72 60 71 72: 
SorcretSh S.vc 70 72 68 74 28S M War- 


Brew , 

y UeiJjnn 74 70 . 1 . L L Newura iSwe: 
74 71 69 72. P WflV 74 69 71 72: L Daiies 
'ffll 70 70 74 72. K M.iniuT iSco. 66 73 
'3 74. 

utAYERS* CHAMPIONSHIP TOURNAMENT 
iPaetn vtdn Saadi: Florida) Loading n- 
not scans (US unto* ctated): 272 S tm- 

i.-rton (Ausl 66 69 66 63. 279 S Hoc*i 69 
7165 74 280 L Rob.it. 70 74 67 69. 281 
B Fruon 70 69 72 70. 282 B Andrade 68 
.72 68 74. 283T liiiinjn 6T 71 73 72. 284 
C Uorttfijnenc iGB< 70 70 7 1 73; T Toba 
70 70 71 73: M 72 S8 70 74. 285 
f cnMfi 71 7J 71 69. R Codinn 67 74 





7o 68 72“ 5 ApfteOv fAu3i 71 71 70 74: F 
Zoflkir 67 72 "3 74. Lwry Wv» 68 68 74 
.76:287 0 Parry lAusl 7i 6 ? BO 69. 288 N 
Fdtt-. iGB 71 72 73 72. N Prce 75 
66 74 ri. 289 B Lanff!''Ge»' 71 73 76 7 g; 


VSroeniFM! 71 69 74 75. 291 C Rocca (Itl 
74 S9 73 76: M McNultY iZlmi 71 73 09 
7R 293 M Ozaki uapani 70 76 71 76. 2M 
G Norman lAusl 7 1 72 72 79. 297 N Ozalu 
Uaoanl 68 74 74 8L 299 S Lyle iGBI 68 
74 77 SO. 

SOUTHWESTERN BELL DOMINION 
SENIORS (Son Antonio, Texas) LsMSnR 
thkd-round sooroo (US wdnss stated): 206 

0 Qrjfiam 68 69 69. 207 J Jacota 67 71 
69. 208 J Bland 70 71 67: R Floyd 73 06 

69 209 D Stockton 69 66 74: Chi CU 
Rodrigue 69 67 73. 211 J Sifle 70 71 70; 
V Femande 69 70 72. 212 G Marsh 67 72 
73. 213 W Mafijn 74 09 70; M MtCuDouSh 

70 71 72: L Thomason 69 70 74; J Kiefer TO 
69 74; L Gitoen 68 70 75: B Aftn 73 06 74. 
LEADING WORLD RANKINGS (US unless 
stated): 1 G Norman (Ami 10.8?pts aver- 
3£e;2T Lehman 9.62. 3 C Montgomerie [GBi 
8.73; 4 5 EHtmgton IAi6) 8.52: 5 M O'Meara 
3.49- G E Bs lSA> 8.46; 7 M Qrakl Uapani 
8.14; 8 N Faldo iGBI 8.05: 9 P MckUsm 
7.36. 10 N Pnce i3m- 7Ji3. 

Hockey 

SK NATIONS YOUTH TOURNAMENT 
ICotacne): Unde>-1& Germarw 2 Enfland 2L 
Final po Ut i nnr : 1 Errand. 2 Getrruny: 

3 Spain. 4 Netiittljnifc: S France: 6 ScotrawL 
Under- 16: Enjpana 3 Scndand 0. Final po- 
sitions: 1 Itoinadanu. 2 Germany; 3 Spam; 

4 England: 5 Scotland; 6 France. 
EUROPEAN CUP- WINNERS’ CUP (Cardiff) 
8 DMskwftoefc Sonia iBOai 4 Louvom (Btf, 
3. 374 maces: western Grasshopper (Scot 

5 Prague iCz Rep 1 2. 

Ice hockey 

NHL: New Jersey 5 Lj» Annies 2; Ovcago 
3 Buffalo 2: Ananerm 1 Detroit 0 uri: Dalas 
3 Vancouver 2; S: Lous 3 Raladelprua 2. 

Motorcycling 

BRITISH PRODUCTION POWER BTKE 
CHAMPIONSHIP fTtmncton) First round 
{15lspa.35J4raaes):llS<mpMi I Due® 
&nn W.lSsec tlM.28moh'i; 2 J Mood*. 
Suzuki 20-56.39: 3 P Brown. Honda 
21:07.08. Fastest bp: Simpson 1£2.60 
tlCi2.6Sinpfii Second round (18 tape 
42.408 mtlas): 1 Mood* 25:04.u 
« lOLSCrrcm: 2 Simpson 25C8.4 7 . 3 Brawn 
25:13.40. Fastest Imk fciorxfc L2230 
a02.80mptw. Honda UK C8S00 Newcom- 
oro Cup (10 taps, 23^8 odfctt) 1 N htowe 
15:57.74 i88.55mpni The People 1 2S CC 
Nottaml Oharifetonship (10 laps): 1 L VVood 
Honda 15^0.99 W.13mpm. Honda UK 
C8SOO Notional Cup (10 laps): l j Tose- 
land 15^7.53 l91.44moh«. 

Orienteering 

JAN KEUSIROU KTERNWICWAL podmte) 
TWrd day (relays): Man 4 x 7.ehoc ivvar- 
nor iH Goddard. J Etfwnfe. J Hwe«. S Patowr) 
163m n 37«c: 20MYRIC Mcfmyra. E For;- 
rysfl, J Mifigraw, S Halei 168.30; 3 Sojtn 
>orksHro (G FarquKV. B Eduuafos. C Adam*. 
M Qiapman'i 109.53. Women 3 s 4An: 
ISoutn Yorkshire u JaiTBS. WSrruitoood. K 
Br/an- Jones) lOOfrtn 56sec: 2 Sheffidd Uni- 
vnrvtv iJ Smith. C Wftems, J Srevensoni 
10L0L 3 ZuBSMBertand ID Gruniger. M B**.- 
«. A Gruneen 107.06. 

Rugby League 

AUSTRALIAN SUPER LEACUE Hftii round: 
CartWftNjrv 14 North Queensland Ojo- 

twys 16; Bnsaane Broncos 14 CronuOa 
Sharks 12. 

Rugby Union 

SUPER l2(BJon Park, Aaddarxfl: Auckland 
Burs 49 Qucemland Rods 26- 
SUNDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Snp«r 1& 
mmani; NZH CamBfOuiy 24 wakato 15; 
IJo hantwb txrP; GauttnC (Transwal) 35 
37; (Dmtea}: Natal 2a Nan South 

Vvjicw 23 


Snooker 

BRmSH OPEN (Plymouth): Fkst round: A 
Ham Jton lEngJ « L RKtuvJson lErg) 5-2; D 
Date iwan MJVWute (Ene 5-3; w Rvne lEre) 
H S M iPakl 54; D TaAor IN hfl « 5 Murphy 
(Rep Of Irt) 5-2: 0 Harold (Eng) bt B Snaddon 
I Sew) 5-4. Second round: S Daws lEpg) M 
M Davies (Eng) 50: G Wihnson (Eng) be D 
Homy (Seal 5-1. 

Speedway 

AB4ATEUR LEAGUE: Western Wamors (Ejeror 
& Neatwi) 60 Shuttle Cubs (Waherhampton 
ALon^atanl 18. 

EASTER CHALLENGE Second leg: Reading 
48 Odbro 42. Otfarti wtn 93-87 on uggh^ns. 
PREHKR LEASUE CUP Stole 59 Benack 3L 
SUNDAY'S LATE RESULTS: TynertWeed 
TTOphy First leg: Bennrit 41 Newcastle 49. 
Second tog: Newcastle 51 Bav»* 39. (New- 
caste? win IOQSO on aggj. Spring Trophy: 
First leg: GLaseow 53 Edmouigh 35. 

Squash 

EtBIOPEAN JUNIOR TEAM CHAMPIONSHIPS 
(HetsloM) SemJOMfe: England 3 Spate 0 
iRuiscn bt T Casas 90 90 9-3: Gram M O 
Raro-i 10-8 9-3 9 1; Bafcy bt L Sons 96 9-5 
9-3): Germany 3 Fiance 0. Final: Bngtand 3 
Germany 0 iftussefl bt M Akug 5-9 95 9-1 
■3-7; Swvonson bt S Oouoter 9-6 9-2 94; 
G Gogan M K WB 92 9-3 9-3.. 

LEEKES BRITISH OPEN CHAMPIONSHIPS 
(CmdHD Menfoflnt round: M Cam (Omni 
bt DPatoer (Aus) 15-12 15-10 17-14;8M»- 
01 itesi bt P Moreha* iNotej IF- 12 15-8 15-9; 
A H a iAusj W A moron (Swot 17-15 14-17 
15-11 13-15 15-12: P N.col (Scoi bt 
P Wise ihert! T-15 15-17 15-14 15-7 158. 
Woman'll flrM roumt S RcCernW iAoki r S 
Slrabana its 9-2 90 9-1; C Note iSAj W T 
Shurton (SratHi 9-4 9-69-0; Llrwn& (Ausl bt 
TWeefcaiAus. 4-8 92 94 9-5; N Ovwer 1 SA 1 
bt M Bef iAusj 95 97 198. 

Tennis 

LDnON CHAMPIONSHIPS (Hey Btsesyna): 
Men's feiafcT Muster lAuti MS Bruguerafafi) 

7-6&3 6-L 

LEADINQ ATP RANKINGS: 1 P Sampras (U5l 
5.666ptK 2T Muster lAuil 4^)80; 3 M Chang 
(US) 3554; 4 V Kafetoduiu (Rusj 3.147; S 
G korasovie (Croat 2,710; 6 R Krajicek iNedtl 
2j59a- 7 T Enow st (Swe) 2.312; 8 C Moya 
tSpt 2.180; 9 M Rkk iChdol 2,168; 10 VV 
Ferrara tSAi 1,940. IS r Henman IGBi. 
DAVIS CUP (Doha): AlWO e — ll Group 
Three: Malaysia bt 5n tonka 3-0; Bahrom bt 
Ban^taoedi 2-1: Qatar bt Paofic Oceania 2- 
1: KoraUidan bt Kuwait 3-0. Rnal plaefogs: 
1 Oarar 2 Paafc Oceania: 3 4 

Kuwait: 5 Malaysia; 6 Sn Lanka: 7 Bahian: 
8 Bemaadesti. Qatar and Pacific Ocoantapro- 
motiM; Bafrain. Bangfadeah refected. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


47 



Tbe number of stitches above 
Ns left eye wim which NewTibik 
tenkees' Wade Bog^ hopes 
to start the baseball season 
tonight at Seattle after heir® 
hit during batting practice. "It 
depends on the swelling," the 
team doctor said. “He's got to 
be able to put Ns helmet on." 


23rd goal of the season with an 
accurate penalty. 

Barnsley were unsettled by 
the perceived injustice and the 
remainder of the first half dis- 
integrated into an uncultured, 
shapeless affair, with the play- 
ers more intent on pursing nig- 
gling, personal disputes than 
playing football. 

Bookings became inevitable 
and Martin Williams, De 
Zeeuw, Steve Blatherwick and 
the combative Darren Sheridan 
were all shown the yellow card 
before the interval. 

Tempers cooled in the second 


NaU o n wida FoottwB Lm0w 
First DtvMou 

— 0 Ctisrtton 
14325 

101 1 Stofaa 10] 0 

Pepper 49 13,579 

1 Stake's agurdsson sent off. 60 mteJ 

Grtmstoy (lj 7 Ipswlcti <1) 1 

Mendonca 14 Mason ID 

Lee 74 6268 

flpmfcfl's Scoaonff sent oft 35 mtaj 
HuddorefleM (2| _2 SbefBaW Utd (11 _1 
Dattwi 1 Sronon og 16 

Cavan 18 14J551 

fHuAterafieATa Dwwt sent 0 ft 47 rota; 
Sheffield UnftecTs Heroy sent off 54) 
Norvrtch ill O. Oxford Utd (1) . 


half but the referee, Steve Ben- 
nett, still found reason to book 
three more players as Barnsley 
steadied the tempo and shut 
Reading ouL 

The Barnsley manager, Dan- 
ny Wilson, was delighted with the 
result but less than i mp res s ed with 
the referee. “Some of his deci- 
sions were diabolical,'' be fumed 

Reading 13-5-2): Mautone; Btetiiewx*, 
McPherson. Hotsewe; Bernal. Parkinson 
(Caskey. 77), Gooding, VAUiams (Quinn. 77), 
Bod In: Moray Until. d7), No&n. 

Bamaley (3-5-2); Wteaw; Appleby {Bosanoc. 
50). Masa^ De Zobcmt Eaifen. Stiator, Rod- 
team, Mamie. Thompson; Handta. UCkM. 
W j ia Ut m aa not uaudb Ten Heine!. BuSock. 
Rdtiree . S Bermatt (Redhpi). 


After a contretemps in the 
Coca-Cola Cup which ended 
with Norwich reduced to nine 
men, Oxford were never going 
to figure high on the Carrow 
Road preferred guest list and 
yesterday, to immense local 
frustration, they succeeded in 
their ambition of holding up the 
Canaries’ promotion push. 

If Norwich do miss out on 
one of the four First Division 
play-off places, they will know 
where to point the finger. Of 
late, they have not been at 
home on their own patch of turf, 
this draw completing a sony se- 
quence which has yielded just 
one victory in six attempts. 

On the other hand, if (hey are 
to prolong their interest then il 
will be to Darren Eadie that 
most thanks are due. When he 
gave Norwich a lOth-minute 
lead with his 10th goal in his last 
13 outings, they looked set fair 
to build on Saturday's convinc- 
ing win at Swindon. 

It was a characteristic finish, 
coolly executed after Eadie, 
receiving a long pass from Matt 
Jackson, had retained his bal- 
ance despite a lumbering de- 
fensive challenge. 


* Oxford foiled to learn from 
that, and on the half-hour Ian 
Crook’s vision had Eadie scur- 
rying through again and OQCC 
more onfy Phil Whitehead in 
goal stood in his way. 

This time the winger elected 
to lift the ball over Whitehead, 
but succeeded onfy in canying it 
beyond the crossbar as well. The 
importance of that missed op- 
portunity was underlined almost 
immediately as Oxford trans- 
ferred the play to the other end 
and fashioned an equaliser. 

Paul Moody bad already 
signposted the visitors' threat 
with two spumed chances, but 
when Darren Purse launched a 
long ball from deep. Moody dis- 
played an ability to steer the boll 
accurately across and in came 
Stuart Massey to guide the bail 
beyond Bryan Gunn. 

So Carrow Road was left to 
reflect on two vital points 
dropped, although tbe Norwich 
manager, Mike VMker, found a 
sDver lining. “You think you have 
been kicked in the teeth, but 
then you get bock to the dress- 
ing-room and discover that with 
the other results things are not 
so bad after all,” he said. 

Norwdi Ctiy (3-5-2): Gunn: Brocfcfnw iftAston. 
78l. Jactaorv Newman; /Ytoros. MKgir, Croc*. 
Eacfc. Suutfi; Bn^ran (Fortes. 81). Heck. 8 te»- 
■tttnto nat DMMfc Mib. 
arford United 14-4-2): MUtenaad; Ratitasco, 
Puna, OKhnst. M RW; Gray. Smith. Muptff 
'Beaudwmp. 8 I 1 , Massey; Moody (Aktedtp. 7U. 
Jenson. SitegUtiite not wad: Whyte. 
k J (SMMin. 
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ANDREW MARTIN 


The Everton chairman, Peter 
Johnson, is expected to ap- 
point a caretaker manager for 
(he rest of the season today, fol- 
lowing Joe Royle’s departure 

last week. Johnson made it 
clear, however, that the position 
would be filled only as a stop- 
gap. before a major name takes 

charge at Goodison Park at the 
end of the season. 

The news follows specula- 
tion that the Wimbledon man- 
ager, Joe Kinnear. is the dub’s 
preferred candidate. Kinnear 
has already dismissed any move 
from Selburst Park until the 
dose season. 

Johnson said: “Wc are mak- 
ing a decision overnight about 
the caretaker manager, who 
will take us through the last sev- 
en games of the seasons." 

Bournemouth are expected 
to announce before tonight's 
game against Stockport that 
their long High Court fight for 
survival with debts of £4.7m has 
been successful. 

The Second Division club's 
trust fund chairman, Trevor 
Watkins, said: “We hope to de- 
clare plans to become Europe’s 
first comm unity -owned club.** 

The trust fund, headed by 
Watkins and other prominent 
supporters to stave off liquida- 
tion, has been in negotiations 
throughout the Easter weekend 
with the club's creditors, in- 
cluding the Inland Revenue 
which is owed £250.000. 

Scotland's main injury wor- 
ry for tomorrow's World Cup 
qualifier with Austria is Darren 
Jackson. The Hibernian strik- 
er damaged his left shoulder 
during Saturday's 2-0 World 
Cup win over Estonia at 
Kilmarnock. 

Fabrizio Ravanelli will rejoin 
Middlesbrough on Thursday in 
preparation for Sunday’s Coca- 
Cola Cup final against Leices- 
ter. Ravanelli is confident he will 
be fit for Wembley, after ex- 
tensive treatment on a ham- 
string injury in Italy. 

The Leeds midfielder Lee 
Bowyer will cajjtain the England 
Under-21 side in todays friend- 
fy against Switzerland at Swin- 
don’s County Ground. 

Bowyer, who trained with 
the full England squad in (be 
build-up to Saturday's 2-0 win 
over Mexico, becomes the 
fourth player to lead the side 
this season. He replaces Ric- 
cardo Scimeca following the As- 
ton Villa defenders withdrawal 
with a thigh injury. 

ENGLAND U-21 v SWITZERLAND U-21 (Swto- 
don FCk Bay (Ciyaai Paiacec Brooms iBbdv 
bun), fadnand [Mst Harm. Hal 1 C 0 rerery). 
Cana 0 M» (UwpooO. Brayv lUeda. capo, Hot- 
tend ranraigham. Carton iTtotyt. tatfws (Ar- 
senait. Huduxby cioremryj. Humphrey* 
rsnelMd Wednesday). S tewU t utoa : Briscoe 
fineiwo wwnesday!. ngtot* M rttes am g n. 
Monte iChetseal. Bridges i&mksWW). Moon 
(Notnngigni Foroet). 
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Mills aids 
Port Vale’s 
challenge 

As the battle for First Division 
play-off places gathered pace 
yesterday. Port Vtole moved 
into fifth with a hard-fought 
2-1 victory overTranmere, Lee 
Mills scoring either side of the 
interval to cancel out Kenny 
Irons' 23rd- minute opener. 

Fellow play-off hopefuls Ip- 
swich, who had striker James 
Scowcroft sent off for two book- 
able offences in the first halt suf- 
fered a 2-1 defeat against 
struggling Grimsby. Paul Mason 
gave the visitors a lOth-minute 
lead, but Clive Mendonca 
equalised four minutes later and 
former Nottingham Forest strik- 
er Jason Lee came off the bench 

for the 74th-minute winner. 

Lou Macari, the Stoke man- 
ager, was escorted to the stand 
by security men after being or- 
dered away from the dug-out far 
prolesling too vehemently dur- 
ing their 1-0 defeat at Bradford. 

In the Second Division, 
Brentford restarted their pro- 
motion challenge with a hard- 
fought victory over G ill i n g h a m 
as the top of the Second Divi- 
sion remained unchanged. 

Tbe Bees, seemingly cruising 
towards the title earlier this 
season, emerged from an in- 
consistent runby claiming a de- 
served victory at Priestfield, but 
they had to fight back after Iffy 
Onuora’s 22nd-minute opener. 
Mark Janney and Carl Asabfl 
clinched the points with gsais ei- 
ther side of the interval, tat Bury 
maintained (heir three-point 
advantage with a comfortable 
2-0 victory over Wycombe- 

The leading teams in the 
Third Division promotion race 
all dropped points to reduce 
their lead over tbe chasing pack. 
Leaders Wigan slipped toasnr- 
prisel-0 home defeat by Cardiff, 
while second-placed Carlisle 
lost 2-1 at Leyton Orient and 
third-placed Fulham could onfy.; 
draw 1 -L with Rochdale. 
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Menu masters Donington 

Gwyn Dolphin on the start of the British 
Touring Car Championship, page 20 
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The happy hoppers 

Rupert Metcalf joins a football 
pilgrimage to Devon, page 22 



Hingis grasps her 




Chris Evert (above), 
the first player to head 
the women's tennis 
rankings, believes that 
of all those labelled 
‘the new Chrissie’, the 
latest world No 1 is 
the player who most 
resembles her. The 
former Wimbledon 
champion talked to 
John Roberts 

A s the 16-year-old Martina 
Hingis began her reign as the 
youngest ever world No 1 
yesterday, celebrating with fellow 
competitors at the Family Circle 
Magazine Cup on Hilton Head Is- 
land. South Carolina, Chris Evert 
was doing her homework in prepa- 
ration for a stint in the NBC com- 
mentary box. 

Evert, one of the people Hingis 
admires most, was the first of only 
seven players who have been named 
No 1 since computer rankings start- 
ed to be used in women’s tennis in 
November. 1975. The other five are 
Martina Navratilova, Tracy Aus t in 
Steffi Graf, Monica Seles and Aran- 
txa Sanchez Vicario. 

The temptation to pigeon-hole 
sports personalities is irresistible. Al- 
though Martina Hingis was named 
after Martina Navratilova, her game 
has drawn comparisons with Mau- 
reen Connolly, Evonne Goolagong 
Cawley, and Evert. 

“When JenniferlCapriati] came 
up. and Monica and Steffi, every- 
body was always quick to compare," 
Evert says. “Because they're base- 
lincrs, the question was always will 
they be the next Chrissie. With the 
exception of maybe temperament. 
I don't feel like my game was that 
similar to any of those players. 

“But I think when Martina came 
along. I saw a player who doesn't 
necessarily blow people off the 
court and doesn't have that one big 
weapon necessarily. She uses her 




Martina Hingis is much admired by Chris Evert: ‘She uses her head, is very composed, and antiematas waH. She fas more shots than I ever tBif- 
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head at a young age, is very com- 
posed, and anticipates welL She cer- 
tainly has more shots than I ever did, 
especially at that age, so Tin not say- 
ing that I was that good But she is 
the closest one, I feel, that plays the 
was I used to play. I wouldn't blow 
anybody off the court, but I would 
use accuracy and consistency and 
use my head out there." 

Evert, from Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida, came to international 
prominence as a 15-year-old when 
she defeated the then Wimbledon 
champion, Margaret Court, 7-6, 
7-6 , in the semi-final of a tourna- 
ment in Charlotte. North Carolina. 
Evert went on to win 18 Grand Slam 
singles rides, three of them at Wim- 
bledon, in 1974, 1976 and 1981. 

Now 42, she is excited at the 
prospect of analysing Hingis’s 


matches for some time to come. “I 
can't say she’s going to dominate 
tennis for the next 10 years, let’s put 
it that way, but Tm not surprised 
that she has reached the No 1 po- 
sition. I think a little bit of it Is ob- 
viously Steffi’s injuries. It’s hurt her 
that she hasn’t played But I think: 
Martina can only get get better. 

“She’s still growing, so physically 
she can stiQ get stronger. Her body 
can get more athletic, I think she can 
work on the athleticism a little bit 
moi^ I dtm't think theyVe been con- 
centrating as much on that while she 
was young' and growing, because I 
think they feared too much, too soon. 
But she’s got all the shots, that’s for 
sure. She’s an all-round player, and 
she seems to enjoy it, so I don’t see 
a burn-out factor there. The at- 
mosphere around her is very con- 


ducive to playing for a long period 
of rime. So I think she’s very special.” 

Chi a point ofsMe, how does Evert 
rate the strengths and weaknesses of 
the two-handed backhand (which she 
favoured), the two-handed shots on 
both wings, a I& Seles, and the tra- 
ditional one-handed backhand as 
used by Graf and Navratilova? 


“I don’t think there’s anything 
better than a good two-handed 
backhand," she says. “Unfortu- 
nately, not a lot of payers hit it the 
right way. Martma Hingis does hit 
it the right way, because the play- 
ers that hit great two-handed back- 
hand down-the-Une shots are the 
ones that know bow to hit it Mar- 
tina has that shot. Two hands on 
both sides. I think, still, limits your 
reach a little bit too much. But I re- 
ally feel that if you have a good sol- 


id two-handed backhand, that’s 
your best bet, because you can" 
learn ft atayoung age and re^de- 
velop it over a long period of time." 

The 23-year-old Seles, we imow, 
has found it difficult to sustain her 
momentum because of the mfuries 
which have inferrupted her come- 
back following the trauma of her 
stabbing fouryeare ago. But Graf, 
27, seems to figit a constant battle 
against injuries and ailments, while 
infoemetfsgame, Andre Agassi, ap- 
proaching 27, appears to be in free- 
fall How would Evert counsel a 
player to knowwhea it’s time to quit? 

. "I think they’re more like in mid- 
life crisis in their careers,” sbe says. 
“I don’t think they're at the end of 
their career. Agassi is still young. 
When I was 24 years old, I took a 
break. I took three or four months 


off and .didn’t pick up a racket, and 
. i thought maybe my career was over. 
I'd just gotten married [to John 
UoydJ, nnd r wanted to do other 
thii^ and ttun I realised it took me 
time away to understand how much 
I appreaate the talent that I bad. 
Wkh theseplayers. 1 don’t see their 
injnries^being retirement 

: “Why don't they just get away for 
three or four months? Why don’t they 
impose it upon themselves, not just 
be forced out of the game because 
of injuries? If they feel burned but 
they should get out of it on their on 
accord, and then I think they'd re- 
alise how lucky they are and special 
they are and that they have another 
six to eight years of vintage tennis. 

“Steffi Graf has been No I for ho 
many years? If she got off the tour 
for four months, or even six months, 


Chris Evert at 19 In 1974, 

' the year she „ first won 

Wimbledon Photograph: Fft 

and did the thing? that she missed 
out on and just relaxed and was with 
her family, so what? She’s come 
back at No 15, or whatever, but it 
wouldn't take her long to get bade 
up. You have to think of your on 
longevity and your own career. 

T retired at 34. It was entiidy men- 
tal. Mental burn-out, period Noth- 
ing more, because 1 fell great, and 
actually the two years after I retired 
1 fed lure 1 plaved my best tennis. I 
went bn the .exhibition four, I felt I 

- was more relaxed, andphyricaflylhh 
the baft better than ever. Bid I need- 
ed more mental abilities than otter 
players, because I didn’t have the 
physical talent to fell bade on like a 
Martina Navratilova or Evonne 
Goolagong or Steffi Graf. And 1 just 
got burned out, plain and simple." 

- Hingis has been coached by her 
mother, Melanie Moiitor, since she 
was a tor. When does Evert intend 
to start training her children, 
Alexander .James, five, Nicholas 
Joseph, two and half, and Colton 
Jack, nine months? 

"When do I start training them? 
I’m not bringing up my kids neces- 
sarily the way that I as brought up. 
I was brought up exclusively to ptov 
te nnis. My dad brought all the kids 
over to the courts at five years old, 
but he never had dreams df anybody 
being No 1, that’s for sure. It as a 
way for the whole family to be to- 
gether. Andy [Andy MiU, her sec- 
ond husband] and I expose our kids 
to every sport, from snow boarding 
to skiing, to softball to soccer. I think 
they’ll figure out where their niche 
is, if it’s sports. Maybe sports is just 
going to be recreational, and maybe 
they'll be an accountant or maybe 
they'll use foeirbrains a little more. 

I don’t know.” 
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India wilt in heat of fierce pace attack 


Cricket 


TONY COZIER 

reports from 
Bridgetown. Barbados 
West Indies 298 and 140 
India 319 and 81 
(West /ndfes win by 38 runs) 


Undermined by controlled fast 
bowling on a treacherous pitch 
of uneven bounce, India were 
routed for 81 bv the West Indies 


here yesterday and beaten by 38 
runs only 50 minutes after lunch 
on the fourth day of the third 
Test. 

India’s hopes of achieving 
only their thud victory in the 
Caribbean, and their Gist in 21 
years, quickly evaporated as 
Franklvn Rose. Ian Bishop and 
Curtly Ambrose exploited the 
hard, dry, well-grassed surface. 

Rose, the newest off the pro- 
duction line, began India’ woes 
with his pace and accuracy that 


brought him the first three wick- 
ets in a compelling opening 
spell Bishop and Ambrose fin- 
ished the job. 

The unsettling nature of the 
pitch, evident throughout but in- 
creasingly so as the match pro- 
gressed, was revealed by the 
contrasting dismissals of opener 
Nayjot Singh Sidhu and the left- 
handed Saurav Ganguly and 

Mohflip niftri Agharndrihi. 

Sidhu, for example, in an act 
of panic and self-preservation. 
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ACROSS 

I A right to object to Ameri- 
can tree (7) 

5 Wimpish person, true blue, 
doesn't need pressing (4-3) 

9 Steps to involve one ui fire 
investigation (9) 

10 Insect form found in river 
in volcanic rock (5) 

I I Fertiliser from Antigua nor- 
mally (5) 

12 Violent riot I lead - lead 
with this? 19) 

14 In shock & terror'.* Thar 
could be about right when 
so (6-S) 

17 Loves peace settling on 
London? It gets you away 
from it all (&8) 

21 Money man will change 
rate, max's more than cer- 


tain (9) 

23 Getting right 


into granular 


saow shows braveiy (5) 

24 Some novel idea to shorten 
writing (5) 

25 Making bobtail go is com- 
pulsory (9) 

26 Note about operating on 
heart in here? (7) 

27 Spain allowed to hold peo- 
ple in basic unit (7) 

DOWN 

1 Like a gesture to indicate 
grant (6) 

2 Boasting of British Bible 
version will attract a fuss 

3 Maybe purport to cany US 
chap in a type of aircraft (5- 

4 Hard master rescued run- 
ner grabbing line (5-6) 

5 What you could do with in- 
sufficient food intake? (3) 

6 Cold housing providing one 


with good convenience (5) 

7 Equipment for lifting for- 
eign article on heap (7) 

8 Wanting to drop name and 
secure money for race- 
horse? (8) 

13 Poor relation showed effect 
of cut shortly - can’t be 
borne (II) 

15 In money I have found the 
spur (9) 

16 In this church wear you’d 
find a realisable asset (8) 

18 Pharmacist's tuneless Eng- 
lish garment (7) 

19 Create changes to make 
overrun through houses (7) 

20 Deportment stocks gold to 
send home (r 

22 Trail of one 
climb (5) 

25 Source of metal for Swedish 
coin (3) 


thrust his bat at a delivery from 
Rose that might have decapitat- 
ed him and was caught off lie re- 
sulting Job to third slip. 

Ganguly and Azharuddin had 
their stumps shattered by deliv- 
eries from Ambrose that threat- 
ened their shins. After 
dispatching Sidhu, Rosehad 
Rahul Dravid caught behind 
with, a lifting leg-cutter and then 
breached opener Venkata Lax- 
man’s hesitant defensive stroke 
to hit the off stump. The Wfest In- 
dies had seized the initiative but 
they could not rest easily until 
theygotiidofSat^inTfexidulkar, 
the Indian captain and. finest 
player. It required only 25 min- 
utes and 14 deliveries before his 
edged drive at Bishop’s 
outswinger was expertly taken 
low down at first slip by JLara. 

Ganguly and Azharuddin fol- 
lowed once Ambrose replaced 
Rose at the northern end. While 
Rose had made the ball leap dis- 


concertingly Ambrose, from an 
even greater height made it 
skip through to the consternation 
of both batsman. 

By lunch Bishop bad also ac- 
counted for Anil Kumble. Vfc- 
torycame when Bishop shattered 
the stumps of Prasad for his 
fourth wicket to give West Indies 
a 1-0 lead in the series. 
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Bolton put 
champagne 
on ice 

Football 
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the champagne was 
back in the fridge yes- 
terday at least until next week 
end. Bolton Wanderers are all 
but back in the Premiership af- 
ter one season away. Their cel- 
ebrations were put on hold 
after promotion aspirants 
.Wolverhampton Wanderers 
fought back to earn a point 
against QPR at Loftus Road. 

Bolton - 17 points dear of 
Barnsley at the top of the FIret 
Division at the start of the day 
and without a game - would 
have gained automatic promo- 
tion had Wolves lost, but 
Keith Curie’S 70th-minute 
equaliser from the penalty spot 
at Loftus Road means they 
must wait a little while longer. 

Reports, page 23 


Vagana eggs on Warrington 
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Rigby League 

DAVID HADF1ELD 

Warrington 

Wigan 


Donot, I urge you, the greet- 
ing Happy Easter in Wigan for 
the foreseeable future. Jroliow^ 
ing on the heels of their Good 
Friday defeat by St Helens, los- 
ing to a Warrington team with- 
out either' a coach or a Super 
League point at kick-off has 
made it an unforgettable holi- 
day for an the wrong reasons. 

Warrington. whose coach. 
John porahy, resigned oh Sat- 
urday after a disastrous start to 
the season, seized gleefully on 
Wigan’s shortcomings at Wilde r- 
spoal to build op a match-win- 
ning lead in the first halt 
A late Wigan charge that 
brought them three tries in six 
minutes could only briefly ob- 
scure that this was their worst 
performance for many years. * 
Without .the injured .Henzy 
Paul and Gary Cbniwlly, Wigan 
were truly dreadful as Wkrrmg-' 
ton, spearheaded by their Kiwi - 


centre, Nigel Vagana, took con- 
trol with an ease that must have 


the first of his hat-trick of tries 
after only five minutes, follow- 
ing a' quick tap penalty when 
Wigan were cangnt offeide. 

A booming cross-field kick 
from Andy Harrell opened foe 
way for 'Danny Ellison to 
equalise, but that was Wigan’s 
only bright spot of the half. A 
penalty stupidly conceded by 
Teriy O’Connor- on the last 
tackle allowed Warrington to 
pile on the pressure and score 
through TbnyThtupii 
The Wigan coach, Eric 
Hughes, said his side had made 
“every mistake in the book" & • 
the first half. Their non cost 
them another tty. when Vagana ' 
picked off Sean Long's pass to ; 
go 50 yards and touch down. ' . 

Before the break, an *auda- ' 
dous long pass from the. 1(P 
year-old scrum half, John Duffy, - 
caoghi|W5gan groping for the in- . 
terceptton and Kelly Sbelford ’ 
went through, the gap to score. 
When Shelfortrs pass sent ~ 
ta straight through two 
tackles for his third try. 


Warrington were 24 points 
ahead, and relatively uncon- 
cerned when Andy Johnson 
took the ball from Tony Smith 
to go in for Wij 
Thearrival 


purpose. He supported John- 
son’s break to score the first of 
his side’s swift trio of tries, be- 
fore Eflisoa and Kris Radlins- 
ki both-chased kicks to score. 

With nine minutes left, , it 
was dn the cards for Wiganto 
stage a remarkable escape. But 
foen Shdfbrd was credstedwith 
a drop goal despite Doc Mur- 
ray's insistence that be bad 
touched the ball in flight and, in 
1 the last minute, Gareth Davies 
broke through and Lee Penny 
arrived to make victory safe. 

“Tt was no stroke of genius,” 
Wirrington's stand-in coach, 
Paul Cullen, said of their trans- 
formation. “It was a guts call 
and the ptejec re^xxitfed to it” 

Wta rtad j aa: Pwwtp Hensm,Roj>er, Varana, 
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You wouldn’t hoi 
the University 
Boat Race 
anywhere but the 
Thames. 

There are many boats and many rivers, but 
nowhere else would do for the University Boat Rare 
- There are many places to hold meetings, but 
only the International Convention Centre, 
Birmingham will do for leading business people. 
/ .The up-to-the-minute facilities, truly impressive 
: quality of service, value for money and outstanding 
accessibility puts the ICC lengths ahead. 

For your next meeting, conference or convention 
remember not all meeting places 
are fh the same stream. 

Cali 0121-200 2000 for details. 
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The UfinwtoConvMtion Contra 


International Convention Centre. 
Broad. Street" Birmingham B1 2 EA 
tfww.necgroup.co.uic 
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